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\\'ilh thr l)Cginnin~ oC Operation Nt·va<la 1-;aglt.• on 
l\lny 17, 1hr Screamin~ Eali(lt·~, or tht ht .and 2nfl 
UriJCnd~ h;ul a nt'\\ mis~ion I'll<· \'C and ~\"A 111 1hr 
pn•a badly netd~I tlw mt· from llR u1x onun~ harvt· t 
\\'orkin~ in coordination with the Ji•.tr1cl chirk tlw 
bri~adrs prolN:h'<.l tlw villa~t·r" n"' tlwy harve:-.ltd 
tht·ir "Print{ rict· 

The f1r--t "ignificant cornhnt action of 1"t"vacla Ea!{k 
oc;nu-rtd on May 21 when 1hr 2nd Bn. 317lh 1\bn Inf 
rl'pulsed n probe of their night defcnsivt IK'rimNt'r 
with urtillery nnd s111all 111ms. Thirly-onr <'llemy (lf'<lll 
and 12 weapon!. littered the perimeter tht• next morninp: 

Late in Mny the first of n srries of huJ.<c wra1xm'i 
and t:<1uipment cache~ was unearthed deep in the triplt' 
canopy jungles west of I-Im.•. The Isl Bn., Jl7th Abn l n( 
uncovered lhrce lighl arti llery pieces, two nnti-nircraft 
~uns and on<' truck nenr FB Veghel Three days 
later I the largest cache or Nevada r...a~le W3\ discovered 
12 mile sou thwest or llue by the 2nd Bn, J27th 
Abn. lnL More th!ln 2JO individual nnd crcw-:-;ervcd 
weapons were pulled from well-prepared "tornge 
bunkers dug inlo the jungle tloor camouflaged with 
several feel or th ick, overgrown brush. 

During tlw.· snrne period the lst Bn. J27th Abo. lnf, 
was again uncovering enemy caches. ln a cache J mi lco; 
~uthwes1 of FB Vcj.thcl, a OrN or 54 rnemy truck" 
wn.s di!<overcd Rncl dc~troyrd in Jllact'. 

f or the 2nd Brigade, Nevada Eugle saw more 
cordon opera tions use<! th roughout the coastal plajns 
area. Helicopter assault" became 1he Communist 
nemesis. Coordinated 01lCrnt ions involving air, land, 
sea, and Vietnamese-American c£1orts helped add to 
the overall effect iveness or the operat ion 

At 12 :JO n.m. on May 21, :in NVA battalion, 
augmented by per~onntl from a sap1>er demolit ion 
team, launched a daring ground a ttack ngain"l amp 
EaJ<lc, following n covering barrage of more lhan 
400 round~ or 12 2mm rockt:L", 82mn1 mortars. B·40 
and B-4 1 rockcl-grcnndcs into tht Divi"ion hcadc1unrter.,, 
area The ground aUack st ruck the w uthwtst edge 
or th perimeter nnd was beaten back by hendc1uarters 
I roops r the I st Brigade, members of Ll1c 2nd Bn . 
502 nd Abn Inf. and hel icop ter gunship". 

At dawn a t1wce1> or the area revealed 54 en my 
Uodies and l 6 individual weapons cn1>tured. Alc;o 
seized were 40 !;ntch{'I charges, JO bnngnlore torpedoes, 
and 50 RPG rounds. Dmnnge to the bn~ area was light 

Rice denial dominated the action~ of Nevada f..ag le 
during the lull in ciw.my co11 tact. l'or the period 
overing Mny 17 to July 18, &reaming Eagle un it~ 

from the 1st and 2nrl Urigildes capturf'<I over 325 
tons or encmy~ held rice. 

In mid-July, the Division welcomed a new commnn ler, 
l\ lnj . .en. l\ lclvin Zais. 11 1..u<'ky J;:agle" "hnred his 
thou~hts wilh his troops when he told 1hcm. "~ ly 
miss ion as your Division commande r is twofold; Fi r~t, 
I ame here to fight ; second , I have a grave 
r<'~IJOl1S i bility to tnke care o( you" 
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Eagle 

With the beginning of Operation Nevada Eagle on 
May 17, the Screaming Eagles of the 1st and 2nd 
Brigades had a new mission. The VC and NV A in the 
area badly needed the rice from the upcoming harvest. 
Working in coordination with the district chiefs, the 
brigades protected the villagers as they harvested 
their spring rice. 

The first significant combat action of Nevada Eagle 
occurred on May 21 when the 2nd Bn., 327th Abn. Inf. 
repulsed a probe of their night defensive perimeter 
with artillery and small arms. Thirty-one enemy dead 
and 12 weapons littered the perimeter the next morning. 

Late in May the first of a series of huge weapons 
and equipment caches was unearthed deep in the triple 
canopy jungles west of Hue. The 1st Bn., 327th Ahn. Inf. 
uncovered three light artillery pieces, two anti-aircraft 
guns and one truck near FB Veghel. Three days 
later, the largest cache of Nevada Eagle was discovered 
12 miles southwest of Hue by the 2nd Bn., 32 7th 
Ahn. Inf. More than 230 individual and crew-served 
weapons were pulled from well-prepared storage 
bunkers dug into the jungle floor camouflaged with 
several feet of thick, overgrown brush. 

During the same period the 1st Bn. 327th Abn. Inf, 
was again uncovering enemy caches. In a cache 3 miles 
southwest of FB Veghel, a fleet of 54 enemy trucks 
was discovered and destroyed in place. 

For the 2nd Brigade, Nevada Eagle saw more 
cordon operations used throughout the coastal plains 
area. Helicopter assaults became the Communist 
nemesis. Coordinated operations involving air, land, 
sea, and Vietnamese-American efforts helped add to 
the overall effectiveness of the operation. 

At 12: 30 a.m. on May 21, an NVA battalion, 
augmented by personnel from a sapper demolition 
team, launched a daring ground attack against Camp 
Eagle, following a covering barrage of more than 
400 rounds of 122mm rockets, 82mm mortars, B-40 
and B-41 rocket-grenades into the Division headquarters 
area. The ground attack struck the southwest edge 
of the perimeter and was beaten back by headquarters 
troops of the 1st Brigade, members of the 2nd Bn., 
502 nd Abn. Inf. and helicopter gunships. 

At dawn a sweep of the area revealed 54 enemy 
bodies and 16 individual weapons captured. Also 
seized were 40 satchel charges, 30 bangalore torpedoes, 
and SO RPG rounds. Damage to the base area was light. 

Rice denial dominated the actions of Nevada Eagle 
during the lull in enemy contact. For the period 
covering May 17 to July 18, Screaming Eagle units 
from the 1st and 2nd Brigades captured over 32 5 
tons of enemy-held rice. 

In mid-July, the Division welcomed a new commander, 
Maj. Gen. Melvin Zais. "Lucky Eagle" shared his 
thoughts with his troops when he told them, "My 
mission as your Division commander is twofold: First, 
I came here to fight; second, I have a grave 
responsibility to take care of you." 
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Nevada Eagle 
Withdrawing from their thrust into the A Shau 

Valley, the Screaming Eagles concentrated their efforts 
refining their already famous cordon tactics into a new 
concept. The previous tactic included extensive 
artillery preparation followed by air strikes. While 
this procedure eliminated much of the hostile fire 
power, it.also meant considerable damage to the inclosed 
terrain and structures. 

Under the new concept, a minimum of artillery 
and air power was to be used. In its place, tight 
encirclements and surprise tactics were employed to 
trap any enemy elements in the suspected area. A 
prime example of this new concept was the operation 
around Vinh Loe district. 

A superb example of careful prior planning and 
close coordination between allied units, the battle of 
Vinh Loe lasted 10 days. During that time 153 enemy 
were killed, 178 individual and crew-served weapons 
captured and 370 prisoners taken, of which 126 were 
identified as members of the local Viet Cong 
infrastructure. In addition, 56 Hoi Chanhs rallied 
to the South Vietnamese Government and 139 enemy 
soldiers volunteered for the ARVN forces. 

Immediately following the close of the operation, 
two Vietnamese revolutionary development teams 
moved into Vinh Loe district to help the people resettle. 
Since then,Regional and Popular Forces have been 
assigned to protect the district and its people. 

Following the operation in Vinh Loe district, the 
Division carried it fight to all fields with an aggressive 
Chieu Hoi program, coupled with extensive civil 
affairs projects. 

The Division's lone southern brigade rejoined the 
Screaming Eagles in I Corps. They soon deployed to 
Camp Evans as the 1st Air Cavalry Division moved 
south to another area. 

With all the Screaming Eagles fighting together 
for the first time in the same operation, enemy units 
continued to avoid contact with the searching 
paratroopers. The lull in fighting aided units in 

·"continuing their civil affairs projects and the PsyOps 
effort. 

The increased emphasis in the Hoi Chanh program 
brought the Screaming Eagle teams 231 ralliers 
during the month of September and a record of 2 51 
ralliers in October. 

Operation Nevada Eagle ended Feb. 28, 1969. 
The Division accounted for 3,299 enemy killed 798 VC 
and 55 NVA prisoners, and 3,702 weapons captured. 

More than 667 tons of rice was seized. succeeding 
Nevada Eagle is Operation Kentucky Jumper, which 
leaped off with another Screaming Eagle thrust 
into the A Shaw Valley, Coded Massachusetts Striken. 
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