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From: "James H. Merryman"  I Block address I Add to Address Book 

To: dick detra 

CC: jh merryman  

Dick, Following are recommended changes 

Page 1 , par 2, last line after Todd (2/2/68 not2/2/ 67) 

One significnt addition should be made : A discussion of 
Operation 
yellowstone which was the largest airmobile operation to that 
date , and 
perhaps even until today. For ten years the Army Command & 
General Staff 
College taught Airmobility using the 269ths participation in 
Yellowstone as 
the model for all Aviation units to follow . Following 
paragraphs provide 
pertinent info. 

In December 1967 , the 269th Avn Bn (Cbt) supported a 
combined US and the 
Army of the Republic of Viet Nam (ARVN) force during the conduct 
of 
"Operation YELLOW-STONE" in War Zone "C, " the Republic of South 
Vietnam . The 
operation utilized aircraft representative of the current Army 
inventory to 
lift two infantry brigades , with supporting elements, and an 
ARVN force 
consisting of an ARVN battalion and three civilian irregular 
defense group 
(CDIG) companies into an area of operations . 

The support of YELLOWSTONE was one of the largest 
commitments of an 
aviation battalion to an airmobile operation in the history of 
combat 
assaults. Six airmobile companies were used to insert the 
combined force. 
Concurrent with the assaults , an enormous logistic airlift was 
conducted 
using 33 CH- 47 helicopters and a platoon of CH-54 Skycranes. A 
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total of 200 
logistic sorties were flown from rear area base camps to forward 
field 
locations in a steady flow of aircraft maintaining a planned 
2-minute 
separation. The combined use of UH-1 aircraft for assaults and 
cargo 
helicopters in resupply activities succeeded in placing in the 
operational 
area a large number of maneuver forces and an immense combat 
support and 
combat service support back-up in a relatively few hours. 

On Maltese Cross 

Par 2, The 187 h 
967-thru 

D c. 1967.The 

3 Staff of 269th included: Major Dick Roach XO until Sept 
Major 

Art Dalone XO Sep-Dec67, Major Art Dalone S-3 Feb67-Sep 67, 
Major John 
Zugswhert S-3 Sep-Dec 67, CO 

&Hq Co Capt Darius Grogg. 

4 I did not come up with the Maltese Cross metal disc and 

The original members of the 269th that came over together 

job Now you can take a break(-: 

All the best JHM 

Forward 
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