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Ten are Selected for Induction 
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Ten outstanding military veterans 
ltave been selected for induction into 
:he Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame. 
lo induction ceremony to honor these 
teterans will be held Thursday 
!Vening, ~ember 8, in the Gaylord 
::::enter- of the Oklahoma Christian 
'.J"'i"ersity located at   
   in Edmond, OK. 
)~er will begin at 6:30 PM, followed 
,y the induction program. Tickets 
nay be purchased for S45 each ($25 
nay be claimed for tax purposes.) 
leservations are required. Mail your 
:hecks made out to the Oklahoma 

Military Heritage Foundation, mailed 
to The Oklahoma Military Hall of 
Fame,  

 
Selected for inducti.on include Navy 

RADM Ray B. Ack.crman, Marine 
MG John Admire, Air Force LTC 
Charles Beecham, Navy RADM Jack 
E. Buffington, Army MG Doug Dollar, 
Army L TC Jack Johnson, Marine 
LTC William Melton, Navy CAPT. 
Richard M. McCool and M GS v~rnon 
Tsoodle. SSGT_ Killie A. "Sonny" 
Hall will be honored in absentia. 

Ray Ackerman of Oklahoma City 
served in the Naval Air Force 
throughout World War II, and 
remained in the Naval Reserve until 
he retired in 1977 as a Rear Admiral 
Ackerman is very active in military 
re!ated organizations and has served 
as National President of the Naval 
Reserve Association. He bas been a 
ci'vic leader in the Oklahoma City area 
and played a major role in the 
redevelopment and enlargement of the 
North Canadian River, now csL~ the 
Oklahoma River. (continued on back 
page) 
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l\iI.E:ETLWG SCillDlT: .. :::: : S pt mber 20, 5 J.m. Be .. , Li meeting, Enterprise Square C_o~ferenc~ Ro?m; 
September 27, 5-7 p.m., Ambassadors dinner, Gotcher Dining Room, Oklahoma Chnstian Umversity 
November 8, 6 p.m., Hall of Fame banquet, Oklahoma Christian University Dining Hall. 

Ten To Be Inducted 
Into Hall of Fame 

(Continued from Page 1) 

MG John Admire is a Tulsa native, 
now living in North Carolina. Admire 
served as a Marine Infantry Platoon 
Leader in Vietnam. He became a Sr. 
White House Military aid to the 
President and later, Vice Director for 
Strategic Plans and Policy at the 
Pentagon. 

USAF LTC Beecbman is a native of 
Minco, ~nd now resides in El Reno. 
Beechman flew over 50 combat 
missions over Northern Europe during 
World War II. He continued bis 
military career for 28 years, mostly 
serving as a flight and academic 
instructor. Following retirement, he 
has been active in community service 
and was twice named Citizen of the 
Year in E. Reno. 

RADM Jack Buffington, lived most 
of bis early years in Westville, 
Oklahoma. He spent 34 years in the 
Navy and held key command positions 
in the Seabees, Naval Facilities 
Engineering, Civil Engineer Corps, 
Seabees 2nd Brigade and later 3rd 
Brigade. He is presently director of 
the National Rural Transportation 
Study Center at the University of 
Arkansas. 

Army MG Doug Dollar is a native 
of Sallisaw, and now resides in 
Stillwater. Dollar held top positions in 
the 95th Division and served as 

Commanding Genera) of the 80th 
Division. He has played a major 
national leadership role in Scabbard 
and Blade. He is the founding father 
of the Oklahoma Military Heritage 
Foundation. 

SSGT Billie A. "Sonny" Hall was a 
native of Stillwater, later living in the 
Tulsa area, who as a Marine Medic 
saved the lives of numerous wo~nded 
in Vietnam, continuing to do so under 
enemy fire, until he ~as mortally 
wounded. He received posthumously 
the Distinguished Service Cross for bis 
unimpeachable valor in close combat, 
and his action is being reviewed for 
the possibility of raising it to the 
Medal Honor. 

Army L TC Jack Johnson was born 
in Iowa. He later made his home in 
Lawton. While serving in Vietnam, he 
risked his life on numerous occasions 
rescuing aviation and groucd 
personnel from capture and possible 
death. He received the Silver Star for 
his bravery. After retirement from 
the military, he received the 

. American Wheelmen 's-- ·-Voiunteer- of 
the Year Award and the Oklahoma 
Govern9r's Distinguished Service 
Award in Physical Fitness and Sports. 

LTC William Melton is a 
California native, now living in 
Oklahoma City. He is a 28 year 
Marine veteran who served as an 
Infantry Squad leader and later, a 
Platoon Leader in Vietnam. Early in 
his career, he won numerous 
competitive awards in Marksmanship. 
He came to Oklahoma City as a 
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Commanding Officer of the Mar' 
Corps Recru iting Station. He is Po~• 
President of the Central Oklahoma 
Chapter of the Military Officers 
Association of America and has been 
Vice Chairman of the Oklahoma 
Veterans Council. 

Navy CAPT Richard McCool is a 
native of Tishomingo. He received the 
Medal of Honor in World War II for 
conspicuous gallantry at the risk of bis 
life above and beyond the call of duty 
as Commanding Officer of bis vessel 
during operations against Japanse 
forces in the Ryukyu chain, where he 
aided in evacuating survivors from a 
sinking destroyer. 

Marine MGS Vernon Tsoodle was 
born between Carnegie and Mountain 
View, he is a full-blood member of the 
Kiowa Tribe. He attended Cbilocco 
Indian School and at the age of 15 
joined the all-Indian company of the 
45th Division. In 1949 he enlisted in 
the Marine Corp. The following year 
be was deployed to Korea where he 
was awarded the Bronze Star for 

-- heroic--action in the-,Chosin Reserv 
area. After Korea be served as a radio 
operator and cryptographer at several 
Marine Bases. He was a 
communications chief for an artillery 
battery in Vetnam. Retiring after 23 
years be was with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs at Anadarko. After 
retirement he helped established the 
Native American Marine Corp 
Veterans Organization. 
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