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Dick Detra 
. 

Brisbane, CA.  

Dear Dick, 

George 0. Charity III 
 

El Paso, Texas  
 

 
E-Mail  

I am happy to try and fill you in on whatever history of the 188th that I can. I 
haven't been willing to talk much about my experience up to now. Some of my experiences in ri. (JP' 
combat were not the best things I have done in my life. Most of the really bad ones were not in { 
the 188th though. ;::¥, 

Most of the original Black Widow Warrant officers attended army basic training at Fort 
Polk together and were from the flight classes 66-17 and 66-19. The commissioned officers were 
from the parallel officers class. Many of the enlisted personnel were in class at Fort Rucker at the 
sametime. --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~--~ 

.-----.....IW.Mwere assigned to the 188th at Fort Campbell to organize the unit and ship to Vietnam. 
I am going to send you a picture of the original Black Widows that maybe the only one of ity 
kind. I don't know the names of all of the officers in the picture but I will name the ones that I 
can. 

The unit formed with UHl-D and UHl-C models but was held over at Fort Campbell to 
wait on the UHl-H model. We waited for three months only to be told that we would pick 
theUHl-H's up in country. We left Fort Campbell in March of 1967 on C-141s. I will also send 
some pictures of that. We arrived in Vietnam and lunched with a unit called the Top Tigers at 
Bien Hoa. Then we boarded C130s and were flown to Dau Tien. We were welcomed on the 
Radio by Hanoi Hanna and told where we were, that we were bringing in new airplanes and that 
we would not exist in two weeks. She was correct. The first night we lost two men to a satchel 
bomb. We were hit with a full attack about a week later and 90 to 95 percent of our aircraft, 26 of 
30 as I recall, were destroyed. The "Spiders" managed to get some ships into the air and, as I 
recall, 1st lt. George Andrews, who was the platoon leader received a Silver Star, DFC and a 
Bronze Star for that action. Since we had no aircraft the pilots were farmed out to other units 
until we could get more air planes. I went to the 189th, the Vultures and the Rat Pack, at Tay 
Ninh for two weeks. Then we went to Vung Tau to pick up the new birds. Once we got new 
helicopters we went to work. 

I am enclosing the write up on my DFC. The main thing I am proud of about the award, 
other than the crew, is that I didn't get this award for killing anyone but for saving them. My Co­
Pilot that day was W0-1 Rainey. It is a shame, but I don't remember the names of the enlisted 
crew. I do remember that they were very brave during the action. They received Air Medals for 
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Valor for the action. I am also proud because the Infantry unit put us in for the medals and did the 
write up. Later in the tour, while serving with the 173rd Assault, I received an Air Medal for 
Valor. On my second tour I received a Bronze Star and Meritorious Service Medal for Valor with 
the 1st Cav. 

Between tours I served with the Army' s Presidential Flight Detachment at Fort Belvoir, 
Va. We had the responsibility for the evacuation of the White House and support transportation 
for Richard Nixon. During this tour I was commissioned to 1st Lt. in the Infantry. 

I am rambling so feel free to ignore anything that doesn' t fit what you are doing. 
I barely remember the singing group that you asked about. I honestly cannot remember me 

being a part of it. I can remember going to the competition at BN. Headquarters, I can remember 
that Reed Phillips was the announcer for the group so I must have been in it, other wise I would 
not have been at the competition. Maybe I will remember more now that I am thinking about 
those times. 

I Will send more information as I can get it ready. 

George 





nial Heights, ·Virginia Thursday, November 23, 1967 

WO GEORGE CHARITY, III (left) 

W 0 Awarded Distinguished. 
Flying Cross In Vietnam 

. Army Warrant Officer George 
. ·o. Charity, 01, of . Colonial 

Heights, · has been awarded the 
Distin_guished Flying Cross for 
heroism on Oct. 20 near Dau 
Tieng, Vietnam. 
· · The helicopter pilot recei'{ed 
-the a.Ward for,.the paw he played 
in the rescue of two wounded 

I 

AIPerican soldiers while serving 
as aircraftcommander of a com­
ma~d and control helicopter 
supporting the 14th Infantry's 2nd 
Battalion June 3, near Ap Bau 
Tram, Vietnam. 

The company commander of 
one of the ground units sent out 

. aradio cailfor the medi~al evac~ 
uation of tWQ of his men. who had 
been se.rirusly wounded in an.en­
counter with the enemy. 

The medical helicopter which 
responded to the call was unable 
to make the eyacuation because 
of the heavy· enemy fire in the 
area. · 
· When the companya>mmander 
again called for · aid, WO Charity 
andhis crew landed ana success­
fully evacuate..._d the ·seriously 
wounded men, ' 

He is attached to the 188th 
Assault Helicopter Company of 
the 269th Combat Aviation Bat­
talion near Dau Tieng. 

WO Charity's wife, Laura, and 
his mother, Mrs. AudreyB. ·Char­
ity live on Route 1 in Colonial 
Heights. He has been in Vietnam 
since April. He is a 1955 grad­
uate of Carver High School in 
Chester. 
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AWARD OF THE DISTil!GUISHED FLYING CRCSS 

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced. 

(:HARITY, GEORGE o. III W)1S4770 WARRANT OFFICER W1 USA 
J88th Avn Co, APO 96268 

Awardeds Distinguished Flying Croes 
Date action: 3 June 1967 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 

'Z1 August 1967 

Reason: For heroism while participating in aerial flight evidenced by 
voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty: Warrant 
Officer Charity distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous 
actions while serving as aircraft cOJDllli3nder ot the conmand and 
control helicopter for the 2d Battalion, 14th Infantry during· 
patrol operations by Company B in the vicinity of Ap Ban Tram, 
Republic of Vietnam. A tank platoon was committed to protect 
Company B from the fire they were receiving trom the south. 
Artillery .tire was being delivered to the north and west of the 
company. A DiaJIX>nd Head 20 light gun team was delivering their 
ordnance to the northwest when the company camnander requested a 
medical evacuation helicopter for two seriously wounded. When th• 
medical .evacuation aircraft arrived the;y could not approach the 
area because ot the hea"Y fighting. Once again the company can­
mander advised over th~io ot the seriousness ot his ·caaualtiea. 
This time Black Widow 6 a asked to go in and get them. The 
aircraft conmander, pi o and crew, working as a well-trained 
team, maneuvered their helicopter into the landing area and ac­
complished the urgently needed medical evacuation under intense 
eneicy fire. Warrant Officer Charity's .flying ability and devotion 
to duty ara in keeping with the highest traditions of the milit817. . 
service and renect great credit upon himself, his unit and the \ 
United States Anny. 

Authority: By direction ot the President under the provisions ot the Act 
ot Congress, approved 2 July 1926. 

FCR 'lHE COMMANDER: 

OFFICIAL: · 
. _,,. ., . .. . 

' ,..., 
~~(.. t,.-c,..l-, -----LEWIS T. TURNER .. 

Captain, AGC 
Aast Adjutant General 

' . 

Jiu~ D. KIDDER 
COL, mF 
Chief of Staff 
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