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Extract from General Orders No. 21, Headquarters, Department of 
the Army, Washington, D.C., 8 April 1969 ... 

* * * * * 
II. 5. The Cross of Gallantry with Palm has been awarded by the Govern­
ment of the Republic of Vietnam for outstanding service during the period 19 
April 1968 to 15 August 1968 to: 

THE 2D BRIGADE, lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) and 
its assigned and attached units: 

2d Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division (Airmobile), Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company 

1st Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantry 
2d Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantry 
1st Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry 
lst Battalion (Airborne), 321st Artillery 
2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
Company C, 326th Engineer Battalion 
Company B, 326th Medical Battalion 
Company B, 501st Signal Battalion 
2d Platoon, Company A, 801st Maintenance Battalion 

Forward Support Element, 501st Supply Company 
265th Radio Research Company 
34th Public Information Detachment 

The citation reads as follows: 

The 2d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), United States Army, 
under the command of Colonel John H. Cushman, is an excellent, veteran 
unit which always displays an enthusia ic spirit of dedication to destroying 
the Communists. While participating in battles in the 11th Division Tuctical 
Area, the 2d Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division (Airmobile), along with vari­
ous organic and attached units, fought courageously and achieved splendid 
victories through two outstanding operations. The first operation, Lam Son 
216-Carentan II, was conducted from 19 April l 968 to 17 May 1968 ... 
Operation Lam Son 224-Nevada Eagle was conducted from 16 May 1968 to 
15 August 1968... Through these splendid achievements, the soldiers of the 
2d Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division (Airmobile), contributed significantly to 
the fight against Communism to preserve freedom in Vietnam and, at the 
same time, displayed the indomitable will and the heroic tradition of the 
United States Armed Forces. 

* * * * * 



LTG John H. Cushman 
US Army (Ret) 
4 Revell Street 

Annapolis, MD 21401-2611 
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The Screaming Eagle Battle Hymn 

The bugle call that opens this videotape is adapted from the chorus 

of "The Screaming Eagle Battle Hymn," which a few of us who 

were in the lOlst Airborne Division composed in informal ses­

sions when I commanded the lOlst in 1972-73. The battle hymn's 

theme is from the "Liberation Symphony," which was composed 

in 1969 for Queen Juliana of The Netherlands by the United States 

ambassador, J. William Middendorf II, for ceremonies marking 

the 25th Anniversary of that country's liberation, in which the 

lOlst Airborne Division played a major part. 

In 1972, the year that the lOlst Airborne Division colors were re­

turned to Fort Campbell from Vietnam, the symphony orchestra of 

Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, Tennessee, presented 

the premiere performance of Ambassador Middendorfs composi­

tion. We believed that its stirring music was suitable for a "battle 

hymn." The Screaming Eagle Battle Hymn was presented by the 

lOlst Airborne Division band and chorus in the lOlst's first Week 

of the Eagles, May 1973. The words of its third verse ... 

When the call came, the Eagles answered 

In Vietnam's jungles, in rain and sun. 

The Eagles fought there, the Eagles bled there, 

In the faith that freedom's battles must be won. 

John H. Cushman 



Remarks. Lt . Gen. Cushman. May 29 1994 

General Peay, General Keane, General Truong, ladies and gentlemen. 

About halfway from D-Day 1944 to today, the 101 st Airborne Division spent 

seven years in Vietnam. The 1st Brigade arrived there in July 1965, the rest of 

the division deployed in December 1967, and the division did not leave until April 

1972. This monument records the campaigns, casualties, and unit awards of the 

101st during those seven years (each one about double those of World War II). 

But from the day this monument was built, one unit decoration has been missing 

-- the award of the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm to the Second 

Brigade for it~ actions after Tet of 1968. With today's ceremony we correct that 

omission. 

Your program tells how that award came about; I will say no more. However, I 

call attention to the presence here today of a few soldiers who helped to earn that 

decoration : 

Major General John A. Hoefling, brigade commander from July 1968. 

Sergeant Charley Gadd, who served a full year in a rifle platoon of A Company, 

1/501st, beginning December 1967, and who is the author of "Line Doggie," the 

story of that year. 

Command Sergeant Major A.8. Cannon , brigade sergeant major, who with 

Charley Gadd will lay the 2d Brigade wreath on this monument today. 

Colonel Mike Shaler, who was S-3 of the 1/502, and after that of the 2/17 Gav. 

Colonel Jim Waldeck, who was brigade S-3. (Others also to be named ... ) 

Lieutenant General Ngo Quang Truong of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, 

who commanded the 1st ARVN Division during this time, and Lieutenant Colonel 

Tran Ngoc Hue, who at the battle of Phuoc Yen commanded the 1st Division's 

Black Panther company, which was the first unit to make enemy contact. 

May I ask each of them, and any others of that time who may be here but whom I 

have not named, to rise for your recognition ... 

Thank you. 



On 1September1967 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, I took command of the 
2d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division. The division, commanded by Major 
General Olinto M. Barsanti, had been alerted for mid-December air move­
ment to Vietnam, to join its 1st Brigade already there. In September we 
shipped out our non-deployables, took in their replacements and more, and 
organized a fourth rifle company in each battalion. Before departure, half the 
brigade at a time would take a two-week leave while the other half prepared 
for movement. That left but six weeks for unit training, squad to brigade. 

Twenty years later it was satisfying to read in Sergeant Charley Gadd's 
book, Line Doggie. .. "It was snowing lightly ... when our C-141 Starlifter 
ascended from the runway at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. We were a we li­
trained group--A Company, 1st Battalion, 501st Infantry--an element of 
Uncle Sam's proud 101st Airborne Division. .. Most of us were replace­
ments ... from every aspect of training that the Army had to offer--military 
police, armor, artillery, mechanics, clerks, cooks ... but three months of 
intense infantry training had honed us to the sharpness of expensive cutlery." 

We went first to Cu Chi in an enemy infested area near Saigon where a patrol 
could be fired on within minutes after leaving the base camp's gates. Before 
long we received orders to move far north, by air to the Hue-Phubai airfield 
where we would report to the 1st Air Cavalry Division; General Westmore­
land suspected that something was up. The afternoon of January 30 we occu­
pied fire bases north of Hue (the Cav called them LZs, for "landing zones"). 

That night the North Vietnamese launched their Tut Offensive. 

The next weeks saw the heaviest fighting, largely against North Vietnamese 
Army (NVA) battalions, of the Vietnam War. In Hue, in the paddies north­
ward into Quang Th province, and in nearby hills and forests, 2d Brigade 
battalions fought alongside local forces and the Vietnamese Army's 1st 
Infantry Division to drive out the enemy and bring security to the area. 

One day in early June 1968 I was in the office of Major General Ngo Quang 
11uong, 1st Division commander. He invited me to the Vietnamese Armed 
Forces Day ceremonies at his headquarters two weeks hence, saying "Bring 
your colors." He had arranged for the President of the Republic of Vietnam 
to present his country's Cross of Gallantry with Palm to the 2d Brigade. 

John H. Cushman 
Lieutenant General 
U.S. Army, Retired 
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The Way of Fighting of the 2d Brigade. lOlst Airborne Division 

Three principles governed the operations of the 2d Brigade: Work closely 

with the Vietnamese. Maintain unrelenting pressure on the enemy. At every 
opportunity surround the enemy and destroy him. 

Battalion commanders located themselves at district headquarters and took 
local forces under their wings; teamwork led to good intelligence and coordi­
nated operations, and that led to good results . When General Barsanti arrived 
in March with the rest of the division, he found the brigade and its Vietnam­
ese partners scouring the area by day and ambushing the enemy by night. He 
urged the brigade to keep the pressure on around the clock and assured heli­

copter and other support whenever any unit made contact. 

The brigade's trademark was the cordon operation: When an enemy force is 
located, surround it before nightfall. When the enemy is surrounded, seal off 
all al'enues of escape. When the enemy is penned in, turn night into day 

with constant illumination from flare ships and artillery. 

Morethanadozen cordon operations in March-June 1968 broke the back of 

the NV A in Thua Thien. A message on a courier killed in an ambush read 
like this: "If you make contact with the airborne, get away. They will sur­
round and destroy you." A prisoner being interrogated looked up at the 
Screaming Eagle patch on a nearby trooper and said in Vietnamese, "That 
little bird is real mean;" his words soon decorated the brigade command post. 

The most spectacular cordon took place in April at Phuoc Yen in a bend of 

the Song Bo River. The 1st Division's Black Panther company made the 
first contact; by nightfall it had been joined by one company from each of the 
brigade's battalions, three local force platoons, and a platoon of hamlet mili­
tia and a full cordon was in place around an NVA battalion. For five days 
the battalion was pounded; for five nights it tried to escape. In the end some 
400 enemy were dead, 107 had surrendered, and a great quantity of equip­

ment, including the battalion's radios and code books, was taken. 

In July Colonel John A. Hoefling took command of the 2d Brigade. Under 
Major General Melvin Zais, division commander, and retaining its charac­
teristic operational style he led the brigade to further victories around Hue, 
including the brilliantly successful Vinh Loe operation where, with 1st Divi­
sion, province, and US Navy forces, the 2d Brigade assaulted by surprise 

and then eliminated a long secure enemy base on the South China Sea. 


