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01 'tte nttTiirg cf Jlf;:ril a-cl 1938, ·a srrell ~ cf six vS-iicles frtrn th! 189th 

keeul t H:!lic:r:pt:er ~ rolled cut cf L2 Sslly, t.n:i9r th! mma cl cf 1st Lia.rt:s-a-rt: 

Frai< Lirst:er. At th! jLt"Ctiai cl' Hig,...ey 1, we joire:i tt-e 101st Airtxrre Divisiai o:nvoy 

h:e:Ed !31.Jth to !l:N:rg. W:! ercx:i..ntered a 3/4 tx:n tn..ck ttet 1-'s:l n..n c:FF tt-e rca::l en::f 

p" '*' b I to p.Jll it cut cf tt-e ditch. LT. ~ stErdirg in tre ditch, directly in frait 

cf tt-e tn..ck •••• BOO Ir::EA! ! Pe tt-e c:t-ein care tig-it, tt-e d-iver g..rred tt-e ergire as t-e 

releaee,j tt-e clutd"I. ire tn..ck ~lcrl:d Lp tl-e erl:si<rrent loFtirg LT. ttra.g, tt-e air, 

pla'1tirg him cri his ta::k sid!l in a ta-gle cf cu U!l 1tira wire. We literally l-e:I to cut 

him lc:a;e. His inju-ies ra::µired a trief stx:p in A-u Bei, fa- tJ eeb1e 1t cf tt-e p..n::tLre 

vo..rcS in his a:e en:! e tet:sn...s st-ct. LT. leerre::l a very big lesecn th!!rt: d!!y ! ! fis we 

w u:d ed tt-e H:ii Va-i p:s:;, tt-e hig-v.ey ~ to a sirgle lcre, as it w:ird its wey 

to tt-e s...mnit. Pe tt-e cnlurn rroved fcr'YB'd, sniper fire en..ptsd to o..r rig-rt frait. 

B:iilirg c:ut cf tt-e tru:ks, we 50..tj-rt CXNer alag tt-e &airege ditch Lrrtil tt-e .tU.. Q.£6A 

va; 9:l..l""d!:d. ire ni:ers ~ tcks"1 U"'d:r fire by jeep rra..rrt:a:l 1CBTm rec:cilees g..rs. 

D..e to sp::radic snip:r fire, tt-e l3J mile drive tx::d< 12 ra..rs. We p.Jlla:1 intxJ tt-e TIEN 

9-'/lW N3vy B!:se, str.wirQ a.r geer en:! \'et4D s in tt-e l:erra::ks· we vo..Jld cal 1 I-are fa- tt-e 

rext ~. ire Pa 11 e e 1t ChTg:! cf St.aticn rrove n:rth Fran ca.. Tie-g, elag with tt-e 

t-ee:Ny fig,tirg d.rirg 1ET h:c1 left ever,o-e piysiaally a-d enctiC'""Blly spent. 

1l-e rext m::n-Urg, LT. irf'c:nred LS tt-et it vo...tld t.cke s:ne tirre to lcx::ste everyttiirg 

we reeced en:! tf-et: we st-c..Jld Enjcy o..r leave in ~. ff'/4 ....t:tTI M:rre, ff'/4 O!!Ttls 

Pierµ:iint (J!KA Fbint) en:! ff'/4 Did< O!!tra (J!KA D-erry Eby) g tt:h:d tt-e lae 3/4 tx:n D:x:ge 

en::f rea:i!!d fer tt-e ts-. 0-ce we v.ere settle:::l in at ere rf tt-e lcx:al ts-s, a t:m...rtiful 

Vieb SIEB!! ts- gir 1 cµ:) ceJ ed LS . 9-e ~ LS ruT'Ef""Cll'i p-oto; rf 1-e'-self a-d sh!red 

I-er d"ears rf l:B::Dnirg a rrcvie st:a". ~1a its later a 11e d a 1t Sl3EfT'B"l rera:::J Bla::kie, told 

...ttn ttet t-e w:s tt-e 5'Ji ttirg i~ cE his s:n. A st-crt tine latz!r I c:ft:l!!r a feii crirl<s ' 

re tx::d< LB c::n b:Erd tl-e 93 CIFiTEZ to rreet tt-e ~in a-d crew. To o..r s...rp--ise tt-e entire 

caw o:rsist.a:l cf Bla:X l...Ebel beer en:! Wiiskey. w-eri we left tt-e Siip, we 'H!re feelirg 

ro p!Sin es we du.re ttratti tt-e N3vy 9--.::re Patrol (g:>) d-l!d< ~int at tt-e :hip ycrd's 

rrsin grte. AFt:s- r::a:sirg tt-ro...gi tt-e Army Milita")' Fblice (~) c:h:d< ~int, CJ-erry Eby 

~ into tt-e v.rcr-g la-e. ....t:tTI en::f Fbint v.ere s::::reemirg at him to get avet" befcre v.e 

CXJllid:d t-sa:l Oi with a tractx:r trailer cc:mirg tDfa"tl3 LB. It W35 too late tx> avoid hittirg 

tt-e n::w of b:rr"als p:lSitic:ra:l in frcrit cf tl-e ~ Fblic:e (AP) d-er::k ~int. Ei:rrels ~ 

flyirg in all direct:ic:rs u-rtil l.'E! hit tt-e last ai:, Wiidi v.a; Filled with cu o ete. 1l-e 

c:ollisicn c:a...sed d!rreg!! to tf.e left frcrit q...S"'1:er en:! t:urp!r. 1h! AP' s stz:r:d in ate, es 

v..e ~ ~ tt-em. 
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Ch:rry Eby v.es q::::µ u:d e:J by cre cF a.r W:rra-it Q'=ficers tt-e rext rn::n-ri.rg, irFc:nnirg 

him tt-at if the cb1ega:I tn.ck ve:n't ~ired befcre we g::rt l::::a::k to LZ Sally, t-e CD..Jld 

eq::e::t en a-ticle 15. 1-Je p..1lled into tt-e Army rrctcr JXDl a::rc:ee tt-e rca::l a-d rra:e a cEel 

with a c:o...ple cf tt-e rred-aiics. trey VCLJld repla:::e tt-e left frcnt q..s-t:er a-d l::urp!r fer 

tvEnty 039eS cf teer. l..eevirg the 3/4 tx::n with the rred-aiics t-e was picked 4J by ...ttn 

a-d Point in a c:B..ce a-d at-elf. W"Si trey ert"ived at tt-e l:::e"-, Bla:kie told LS tt-et the 

Q;pt:ain lllE!IS t-avirg a din-er in a..r h::n:r a-cl v.culc:h' t it te nice to brirg sare YtOl'S1 en 

ta:rd. Point a-d Ch:rry Eby, eFter reg:Jtiatirg a p-ia:!, c:x:nvin:ed the !::Er girl to cx:rre 

alcrg. ire cnly ct"BN ber::k ves tt-et we h:r:f to brirg h!r yo..rg:r b uU e with us. 

'fE rra:e it sefely tt-ro..tj'i the ttree i::t-e:k p::>ints a-d ~ tt-e c:l!!u:::e a-d a t-elf a 

9-o"t dista"o!! aNEl:f Fran tt-e Etiip. fis ve IT'Eli:! a.r V6j L,P the r;p-gNEly' !3e11er8l cf tt-e 

Vieb at&e voi<:ers c±eerve:! LS as ve t:x::a d:d tt-e ship. "6 ve entere::! the galley, we intrcx::lce:i 

a...r g...ests to tt-e Q;pt:ain a-d C"'a\', A state m11 edja:s-it to tt-e g:illey VOJld te LSBCI as 

a..r little love rest. ire plen was fer evel")O"'e to tcke tuTs, begirnirg with )'ClJ lc!-DDI 

v.t-o. ire cxx:k h!c! b:ke::l a rurber cf EHJle pil!!ES fer us to U9<:e with. 1l-e ps-ty v.es 1>eH 

u-c::er 'H3:f vh:!l a-e cf tt-e O"'!!WT"En, st:a-dirg nig,t wetx:ti,ren into the gelley. E\lt!!l')'O"'e 

gstl a aJ era.rd as t-e told the Q:ptain tt-et t:tTee jeep lceds cF fiP's, W's a-d s=>'s v.ere 

reerl:d tI:w!rds the ship. Tt-e voi<:ers h:r:f rattaJ LS a..rt: ! Point JX1.I"d!d m tt-e state m11 

c:b:r, yellirg at ...ttn tt-et it YEE time to la3Ve. Sires it v.es ...ttn's tl.JT1 in tt-e love 

re.st, t-e refi..ea:I to care a..rt. 1-Je Fig.red tt-et Point ve:; jddrg a-d dis e.J!f d:d tt-e stx:ry 

ci:a.rt :P's l:x:erdirg tt-e Etiip. Point a-d D-erry Eby t:DltEd ttra..q, tte g:tlley, g"'!!tbirg 

fa...r i!!RJle pies, eT'C1.lt:l!! to the g:f"g.ey. In their f-este to l:x:Erd tt-e s>iip, the :P's paid 

little er ro ettB'iticn to tt-e tv.o snldiers tt-et v.ere disl!!nt:s1drg. fis fer ...ttn, with 

Bla::kie's t-elp, t-e VEl6 ct:ile to ell.Cie a:pb..re. ~icirg tt-et tt-e d!u:e a-d at-elf was 

g::re, re ln!!d! a tee lire fer tre rrein gete. 1-1! ~ etely tried to hitrli a rid! as t-e 

v.at.ct-ed the girl a-d ya..rg toy teirg a::co taj c:Ff th! snip. "6 1Tey 1-e:rl!d in his dil"'l!!Cticn, 

.....t:tn lc-eN t-e W!E i;pirg to the brig. At tt-e last trmS"1t a tn.ck p..1lled in frcnt cF the 

jeep;, bla:kirg their view. ire d-iver m::rticned fer him to ~ in a-d effered to t:cke 

him l::::a::k to TIEN ~. Lyirg in their b..rks, fully clatra:l l..Trlr tt-e c:cvers, ~itirg fer 

tt-e 9"'s to srrive, Point a-d Oierry Eby kn!iw in tt-eir h!!Erts t:h3t ...ttn h:r:f been d 1 eet:a:I. 

9..rl::l!nly, tl-e 1:aTa::Xs d:xrs fle.v cpen • ...ttn, reerly a.rt cf !::reath , csre &:rarblirg c:t:wi 

tl-e aisle to his l:ui<. After dis::i.ssirg a..r eecepe , we realized t'-ov lu::ky we v.ere rot 

to rave t:een c::a..g,t a-d c:a..rt f!S"tialed. 

In tre m:rnirg we W!!!f"'e s.rp~ised to find~ c.a:es cF 8la::k' l...S:ll":i -beer ii'l t:-e 

l:a:k of the rf:L&:e a-d a rel f, lICi9r a ta'?. Cbrpl iil'B"'it:s cF tf-e (iptain en:! c:reN c£ tl-e 

83 CIRTEZ. 
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We c:efinitely fired L.p tt-e IT1!d-s-ri.c's m tt-e rrct:x:r p:cl, vh!!n we Lnla:rl!d tt-e a:J O!!Bl!!S 

cf Bla::k l.B:El t::eer. crerry ~ th:rlc:ed th3n CJ"O! ~in fer savirg him fran B"l Article 

15, 11-e rest cf tt-e cEry VEE ~ lce:1irg a.r tn..dc:s at tf-e verio...s S.WlY d:p:rt::e. 

Clr s.wly se gee 1t a-d se ges 1t Lary (}-ay t:x:rro.>e::l e N:wy reer::h in o:cler ard 

a M:rire gcs a ato so a.r beer ere! sc:d!s v.o...Jk! be nice a-d cold. A n..nb:r cf a..r g....iys 

h!!d p...rt: L.p tt-e rn:rey to p.rd-eee tt-e beer en:f s::x:i:6. At tt-e f.Tmj 9...f+llY cEp:lt a.r s.wly 

9t!I goa 1t ves ilfcnre:l tt-et: he did;' t h:t.le tt-e prq::er pEp!!I"' v.ai< to req..iisi ticn a 't'tn!!d<er, 

l:e::ily reecB::I by a..r rrei1 rte ea:: P'GJll!!. In tt-e cx::rFusicn cf tn..dc:s c:x:mirg crd g:>irg, -

U:rT-y leia..rely v..el'<e:l c:twi tt-e lcrg rcNI cF ~, pid<!!ld cre. re pi I EH""' I to get 

in, fired it L.p crd cro...e off. Q-ce loed:d, a..r crders vere to fcrm L.p at tt-e ~ire 

tru:k 2EEl!rl'bly cree a:lja:sit to Hig-v.ey 1. By tt-e erd cF tt-e fa.rtti d!ly, we vere lCEd:!d 

with everyttiirg ve a:uld req..iisiticn, beg, ~ er steel. 

Ch tt-e rrcrnirg cF tt-e 9l!M!!l"'ltt1 d9y , tt-e Cola-el in w 111 a d cF tt-e o::rrvoy told LT. 

th3t: ve Yere beirg e><ta 'cb::J ere rrtre c:By. LT. ecplaired th!rt he ves givei a dira=t crd!!r 

by his w111a dirg r::Ffic::er, ftlejer ....a:k ....ttre:n, to !:e l:e::k at LZ Sally re letz!r tt-ei 

nigllfall cf tt-e seventti c:By. 11-e Cola-el 's resµ:J a: v.as tt-et he YCLJ.ld revdc:e th::se 

crd:!rs. LT. tJ...rre:l a-d v.elked l:e::k to tt-e reer of o.r tn..d<s , JTCticnirg everycre to g;rtrer 

ra..rd, to dia::1.J5!S a..r cpticrs. A oU e p-ti>lem 51..rTa:::ed. Sir-a:: beer a-d scrl:! l'El"'e Jl.rn 

cn.BA.T ES:ENIT~, we v..ere a d!!f ed by tt-e M:rire la:d rnsst2r to uilce:1 all cf it. Eeer"-

a-d 9Cd3 v.ere rot a.Jth:rize::I n::rth cF I-Le. We all d;;cid!!d tret we hi:rj cnly ere cpticn, 

to g!'t tt-e t::eer a-d scrl:! l:e::k to L2' 53lly er it YCLJ.ld be a.r CDlla::tive a:ees! ! ! 

Clr plai v.es p...rt: into actic:n, as set gas 1t Lsry (}-ay's d!u::!! en:! a I-elf a eet-ed 

ttra...g, tt-e rrein g:tte, with tt-e rest of a..r tru:ks cl091!! l:etiird. 11-e M:rire g.S""d3 lc:x:ked 

c.n as ve sp:cj ttra...gi tt-e g:rt:e. LT. fig.rm tret if we d'"'oJe wide q:si crd did e-c:n.nter 

s-tlr:er fire er ai art:i..en, a..r epe!l!O vo..Jld csry us tt-ro...g-, tt-e '<ill zr:re. Clr lu::k 1-eld, 

cs v.e IT1!!d!! o..r W8f ttra...gi tt-e I-Bi Val pass u ecsU a:! • ...Lst: n::rth cf I-Le, several Vieb a1=e 

c:hilch!n tt-rew I-a-cl get eds at a..r f:EEJSirg tn..dc:s. Tl-e cnly d:!rrEg! we a.stair-ed vere 

8 ~le cf blOKl reel"' c::i.el tires CTI a-e of CU-~ a-d a relf's. Qr rra:J d:eti l:e::k 

to LZ Sally h3:l cnly taa:ri 2 1/2 hi.rs. N:7t:hirg cF a.r ecploits ever care l:e::k to 1-a.nt 

us. 1l-a1c::s to a.r C.O. 's berdirg cF tt-e n.iles, everycre in tt-e c::aTf:S"'!Y YO..Jld !:e enjayirg 

a cold b!e"' er scx:B tc:nigit a-d fer ll'S1y nig-rt:E to care. 


