
Dear Dick, 

 
o•F~llon, Illinois 62269 
20 February 1996 

I know you don't remember me, but undoubtedly you and I talked rather 

frequently back at Dau Tiengo The subject of the conversation was almost 
, 

always centered on my urgent desire to get out of the unit I was in then 

(B-2/12 of the 3rd Brigade, 25th Division) and into your unit (the 1S6th)o 

I hated the unit I was in then and I so badly wanted to get into yourso 

I hated the infantry too; I wanted so badly to be in aviationo At one time, 

and for a while, it looked like I would be going to the 188th, but that falteredo 

Even so, I did not give upo 

To make a long story short, I finally did get out of the infantry and 

into aviationo I went to Company A of the 25th Aviation Battalion -the Little 

Bears a.t Cu Chio There, I became a job trained crewchief with an MOS changeo 

It was the best move I eTer made in the Araryo 

I enjoyed reading your compiled history of the 1S8tho I got a copy of 

it from a buddy who is still on active duty and is a Black Widow tod"1'0 

(In response to what you'd prooaoly', bo inclined. te ask: Yos, tlle unit is 

still in e:xistanceo) When I got the unit history I was so overjoyed that 

the excitement never left me throughout the whole day! 

For many years I had wondered what ever became of the lSsth, but I'd 

heard stories about ito I'd heard that the unit deactivated and the colors 

were brought homeo I also heard that the unit joined the 101st Airborne 

Divisiono Out of curiosity and nonetheless a personally felt tie to that 

unit, I continually wondered about it's fateo 
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Thoulth I never got to the 1e8th1 the unit always had a special meaning 

to meo Shortly after the 1~8th arrived at Dau Tieng, I and a few other ot 

my infantry comrades were interviewed by Major Rungee to come over to the 

unit ae door gunnereo It was also then and there that Major Rungee intro­

duced me to the idea of becoming a job trained crewchiefo So, at least in a 

way, it can be said that the 1i!tth was where I ~ot my start in aviation 0 

Major Rungee wanted all of us that he interviewed that day, and we would have 

been there, but unfortunately 3rd Br,igade killed the dealo I was mad!! Even 

so, I always felt a sense of affiliation with the 18M.ho 

I lost track of the 1~!th when the unit left Dau Tiengo By then I was a 

Little Bearo It was GO(l) to be in aviation; I really SHOULD have been in it 

all alongo 

By the way, in your unit history -page 6 of 7- I wish to make a correctiono 

In June of 1968 Dau Tieng was Nor oYerr\ll\ by VC/NVA forceso I was in and mit 

ot Dau Tieng all the time theno The base camp was hit several times, but it 

was not overruno However, as to what all eventually happened to Dau Tieng: 

In March of 1971 it was turned over to the ARVNs; it April of 1972 it tell 

to the !NAo 

I can underetand your pain, guilt and anger relating to Vietnam. I ~ope 

that these attached articles that I've written over the years will help t 

hed new light on the experienceo If nothing else, they swmnarize my feelings 

on the matter; no doubt 1 my feelings parallel yourso 

<ilce again, I enjoyed reading your history of the 1~8tho It was a unit 

I would love to have served witho In many ways, I would much rather have 
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been a Black Widow than a Little Bear; I would even much more so rather have 

been a Spidero I would have much more preferred the type of mission work, 

and fortherm.ore the closeness and comraderie that resultedo It would have 

been a different experience and undoubtedly a much more meaningful one and 

more fulfillingo I would have preferred an assault helicopter company- and 

being on a gunship as opposed to slicks and C & Co 

I hope you have enjoyed my writings as much as I have enjoye~yourso I 

would certainly like to hear from youo 1-ty address is at the top of the fir8t 

page and my phone number is Hope to hear soono 

Sincerely, 

µ 

PS - Remember 1 SG DePalm? He lives in Virginia now and teaches at Fort Eustiso 

.,. .. 

Info removed by VNCA




