
To Whom It May Concern: 

JACK 0 . JOHNSON, LTC (R) 
 

LAWTON, OKLAHOMA 73505 

13 May 1998 

I am writing this letter to support the submission of the Award of the Purple Heart for wounds 
sustained by WO Bob Spradlin. WO Spradlin was a member of the 188th Assault Helicopter 
Company under my command during 1967- 1968 in the Republic of Viet Nam. 

I commanded the 188th AHC from December 1967 to June 1968 in the Republic of Viet Nam. 
During this period we were exposed to daily situations where hostile fire was directed toward our 
aircraft as we supported the 25th Infantry Division and the 101 st Airborne Division. In March of 1968 
the 188th moved from Dau Tieng to LZ Sally where we supported the 2d Brigade of the 1 O 1st 

Airborne until the unit was deactivated and redesignated a C Company of the 101 st Airborne Aviation 
Brigade. 

The Daily routine of my command included briefings from Maintenance, Medical, Operations, Etc. 
concerning the state of the organization. In medical matters I was briefed by CPT L.A Parker, MD, 
Commander of the 154th Medical Detachment which was my Organic Medical Support and our 
personal medical doctor. Dr. Parker informed me of any medical problems he had treated and how 
the consequences of his care would effect the overall operation of the Command. 

In May of 1968 Dr. Parker briefed me concerning facial wounds suffered by WO Spradlin when 
a mortar round exploded in front of an aircraft he was flying in support of the 2d Brigade. His 
wounds consisted of both plexiglass and metal fragments generated by the exploding round which 
impacted in front of WO Spradlin' s aircraft. 

During the course of Dr. Parker' s treatment, WO Spradlin mentioned a lump on his leg from an 
older injury that had been aggravated just prior to our move to LZ Sally. Dr. Parker recognized that 
this injury was beyond his area of expertise and immediately medically evacuated WO Spradlin to 
higher level medical facilities. 

Ultimately WO Spradlin was evacuated through Japan to the United States for treatment and 
rehabilitation. I assumed that WO Spradlin had been submitted for the Award of the Purple Heart 
as a result of the injury suffered from the exploding mortar round as he was processed and treated 
through the medical system. 

About one year ago I was contacted by a former member of the 188th AHC who was researching 
and writing a unit history of the Company. In the course of our conversations I was informed that 
WO Spradlin had not received a Purple Heart because his records had been lost and the necessary 
paper work had not been completed prior to his medical evacuation from the 188th

. This was an 
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understandable oversight at the time but one that must be corrected now. 

I researched the process necessary to establish a claim for awarding the medal and urged WO 
Spradlin to follow through and submit the necessary paperwork that is required under the current 
regulations. 

This letter is intended to serve as documentation in support of WO Spradlin' s claim. I sincerely 
regret that I was not made aware of the fact until recently that this officer did not receive the Award 
of the Purple Heart that he merited as a result of hostile action in 1968. 

I would be privileged to present this long overdue recognition to WO Spradlin for the wounds he 
sustained while under my command. I request that every consideration be given to the approval of 
this justly earned medal in the shortest time possible. 

nLTC (R) 



L. ALLAN PARKER, M.D. 
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OFF AMIL Y PRACTICE 

 
ANZIER, NORTH CAROLINA 27501 

June 30, 1998 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

While assigned as the Flight Surgeon for the 154 th Medical Detachment in the Republic of Viet 
Nam, I treated WO Robert Spradlin for multiple bleeding lower facial wounds. 

It was late spring, 1967, when I was attached to the 188th Assault Helicopter Company. I was 
requested to see a pilot, WO Spradlin who had just returned from a mission and was wounded. WO 
Spradlin told me he had been a crew member of a helicopter that had just completed a mission when 
a close proximity mortar explosion shattered the helicopter wind shield. The explosion shattered the 
helicopter nose hurling plexiglass shards and metal fragments into WO Spradlin' s exposed lower face. 

I removed pieces of plexiglass and metal fragments and than dressed the wounds. WO Spradlin 
related additional medical problems which demanded evacuation for more extensive medical 
treatment. Because of WO Spradlin's physical condition he was never reassigned to Viet Nam. In 
the ensuing confusion WO Spradlin was never awarded the Purple Heart for the wounds that he 
sustained in Viet Nam. This oversight should be corrected as soon as possible. 

I feel WO Spradlin injuries were clearly war related and meet the regulation for receiving the 
purple heart. Any further questions can be addressed to me in writing or at  

Sincerely, 

lM~ ~ UV 
L. ALLAN PARKER, M .D . 

J,4e4~(1_ }J. ~. qS---LOC/t>-
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Jack Johnson 
 

Lawton, Ok. 73505 

Gentlemen: 

May 4,1998 

cc. Dr. L. Allen Parker, MD 
 

Angier, NC 27501 

I received a letter on April 28th from Bob Spradlin asking for my help in confirming an 
incident that happened in South Vietnam in late May of 1968. I can assure you that I 
vividly remember the mortar incident on the mountain west of LZ Sally. There were only 
about 4 or 5 days while I was over there that I thought my number was really up and that 
was one of them. 

I concur with Bob's description of the events and do remember that he received several 
cuts to the face as a result of the shrapnel and plexiglass from the mortar round that 
landed near us that day. 

I probably came close to red lining the torque when I jerked that aircraft into the air to get 
out of there before they hit us dead on. Hope this information will help, if you need 
something more let me know. 

John E. Gurica 

~~42._· 
Black Widow 18 
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