
Riverine Warfare 
on the 

Rach Nui 

The Army and Navy came together June 19, 1967, for the Mobile Riverine Force's 
first major operation: A Viet Cong (VC) ambush in a rice paddy claimed 48 American lives. 

by Shannon Hanson 

I
n early 1967, the Army's 2nd Brigade, 9th 
Infantry Division, joined forces with the 
Navy's River Assault Flotilla One to form 
the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF), a joint 

operation in which the Navy provided the 
mobility, and the Army provided the force. 

The MRF's first major operation, code­
named Operation Concordia I, was launched 
June 19, 1967. Its objective was to capture a large enemy 
redoubt that provided local forces with rest and training 
camps near Can Giuoc, 17 miles south of Saigon, in the 
Mekong Delta. 

That morning, the 2nd Brigade's 4th Bn., 47th Inf. Regt., 
landed north and east of the objective, while two companies 
of the 3rd Bn., 47th Inf., landed north and west. Both battal­
ions were to sweep the northern area, then assemble and 
move south together. 

During the troop movements, a call came in that the Viet 
Cong's 5th Nha Be Battalion had been sighted in the south­
east section of the redoubt. C Co., 4th Bn., and C Co., 3rd 
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Bn., secured the site, but found no VC. 
The final phase of the operation had A Co., 

4th Bn., linking up with C Co., 4th Bn., several 
kilometers to the south. Instead of hacking 
through the vegetation along the banks of the 
Rach Nui River, A Company chose to wade 
across the rice paddies. Several hours of trudg­
ing through IO-inch deep water and thick mud 

wore on the soldiers; they let their guard down and made the 
fatal error of bunching up. 

Unbeknownst to the soldiers, VC were hidden in well-cam­
ouflaged bunkers and spider holes in the area. They had orga­
nized an L-shaped ambush within the tree line of spiny green 
mangrove palms. A Company neared the cluster of thatched 
huts that sat at the elbow of the L around noon, and the VC 
opened up, catching the soldiers in a vicious crossfire. 

'Nowhere to Go' 
Chaplain Lt. Raymond "Padre" Johnson, watching the advanc­
ing Gis from the medical aid boat, saw the ambush unfold: 
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◄ Left As one member of the 9th lnfantiy 
Division fires his M-16, another tries to clear 
his jammed weapon during a battle near 
Dong Tam on May 3, 1967. Only weeks later 
in June, elements of the division got baptized 
in the art of riverine combat 

"Suddenly, the VC opened up from an L­
shaped tree line with machine guns and 
recoilless rifles-unbelievably accurate 
fire ... just too unreal to grasp. I had had 
first-hand experience with the fury of 
action, but nothing like this." 

In his book, Brown Water, Black Berets, 
Lt. Cmdr. Thomas J. Cutler wrote: "In 
horror he [Johnson] saw men thrown 
down before him, lacerated by enemy 
fire. Falling bullets and bodies turned the 
usually calm pools of paddy water into 
miniature storm-wracked seas." 

Pfc. Frederick Haag recalled, "We had 
nowhere to go. We just dove into the 
water." The soldiers tried to stay down, 
but they had to keep their heads above 
water to breathe. Snipers began picking 
them off, one-by-one. 

Conditions continued to worsen: 
Soon the tide came in, immersing the 
men in neck-deep water. Casualties 
quickly mounted. "I had approximately 
50 men wounded," A Company com­
mander Capt. Robert L. Reeves said. 
"Some of them died almost instantly." 

When reinforcements arrived, B 
Company came up behind A Company 
to evacuate the wounded. Medical evac­
uation helicopters made valiant rescue 
efforts, losing four choppers shot down 
by nightfall. 

The MRF boats maneuvered in to 
block enemy escape routes. They 
unleashed 20mm and 40mm cannon 
fire, as well as .30-caliber and .SO-caliber 
rounds into VC positions. Hand-held 
weapons were fired from all quarters, 
aircraft dropped ordnance and Army 
artillery pounded relentlessly. 

Men of C Company attacked mid­
afternoon, but were forced to back off. 
They joined a two-company attack when 
the rest of the 4th Battalion arrived, but 
failed. After nightfall, they attacked a 
third time, penetrating the complex, but 
had to pull back once again. 

Chaplain Johnson watched an already 
wounded soldier get hit again by enemy 
fire. He ran out onto the paddy to bring 
the man to safety. "Padre, they're bleed­
ing to death," the young man panted. 
"Medics are all dead." So Johnson and 
two others grabbed stretchers and went 
out to bring the wounded men back to 
the medical aid boat. 

Later, after additional rescue parties 
were operating, Johnson tended to Gis 
on the paddy. Twice, the men he was 
helping were hit by fire. 

Troops of the 9th Infantry Division carry the body of a comrade aboard a Mobile Riverine 
Force assault boat The division's 2nd Brigade began operating with the Navy in 1967 from a 
base called Dong Tam near My Tho in the Mekong River Delta. 

Monitors Save the Day 
The only thing that prevented a com­
plete disaster was the arrival of convert­
ed WWII landing ships the Gis called 
"monitors" (after the Civil War vessel). 
Then described by Time as gunboats 
"that can slither along like water moc­
casins in shallow inlets and stand up to 
direct hits from recoilless rifles;' they 
came in behind the VC position, using 
40mm cannon and 81mm mortars to 
chop the camouflaging trees down and 
expose the enemy. 

"The monitors came right in on top 
of them," Reeves said. "Their firepower 
saved us. It was pretty bad:' Navy Lt. 
Augustine Marana, aboard one of the 
ships, recalled, "We kept laying the fire 
in, and just chopped the trees down." 

Though battle would last into the 
night, the monitors' arrival turned the 
tide for the Americans. By morning, the 
remaining VC were gone; an off-site 
Navy decision to pull back the gunboats 
before nightfall allowed them to escape 
across the Rach Nui River. Regardless, 
according to Cutler, "The Viet Cong 
were rendered ineffective in Long An 
Province for more than a year." 

Chaplain Johnson, who was awarded 
the Silver Star for his actions, described 
June 19 as "the longest day of my life." 

He was not the only hero that day. 
Spec. 4 Noel T. West was posthumously 
awarded the Silver Star. 

The medic with A Company, accord­
ing to his citation, completely disregard­
ed his own safety: "As bullets pounded 
the ground and filled the air around 
him, West dashed from casualty to casu­
alty, rendering aid that in several cases 
proved to be of a life-saving nature. 
Hostile machine-gun fire sprayed the 
rice paddy, and West, while aiding yet 
another wounded soldier, was hit and 
mortally wounded. West gave his life in 
order that others might live." 

The final GI toll: 48 KIA and 150 
WIA. A Company sustained the greatest 
loss with 27 KIA. The remaining deaths 
were split among six other companies. 

According to captured VC documents 
and prisoners, 170 Communists were 
killed, including the battalion comman­
der. This was a U.S. victory, however, 
bought dearly with American lives. 0 

E-mail shanson@vfw.org 
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A Final Salute 
VFW magazine presents this memorial listing in tribute to the 70 Americans 
killed between Aug. 6 and Sept. 16, 2005, in Iraq. 

Deaths to Enemy Action 
Army 

Sgt. Kurtis D.K. Arcala, 2nd Bn., 7th Inf., 3rd 
Inf. Div., Palmer,Alaska 

Sgt. 1st Class Michael A. Benson, l st Bn., 314th 
Inf., 2nd Bde., 78th Div., Winona, Minn. 

Sgt. Matthew C. Bohling, 2nd Bn., 69th Armor, 
3rd Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., Eagle River, Alaska 

Sgt. Nathan K. Bouchard, 3rd Bn., 69th Armor, 
1st BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Wtldomar, Calif. 

Spc. Jeremy M. Campbell, l 08th MP Co., 503rd 
MP Bn., 16th MP Bde., Middlebury, Pa. 

Spc. Miguel Carrasquillo, 1st Bn., 76th FA, 
3rd Inf. Div., River Grove, Ill. 

Master Sgt. Chris S. Chapin, 2nd Bn., 124th 
Regt., ARNG (Vermont), Proctor, Vt. 

Sgt. Matthew L. Deckard, 4th Bn., 64th 
Armor, 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., 
Elizabethtown, Ky. 

Spc. Brian K. Derks, 2nd Sqdn., 11th ACR, 
White Cloud, Mich. 

Pfc.NathanielE.Detample, lstBn., 111th 
Inf.,ARNG (Pennsylvania), Morrisville, Pa. 

1st Lt. Carlos J. Diaz, 2nd Bn., 69th Armor, 3rd 
Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico 

Sgt.1st Class Trevor J. Diesing, Army Special 
Operations Command, Plum City, Wis. 

Staff Sgt. Jeremy W. Doyle, 3rd Bn., 69th 
Armor, 1st BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., 
Chesterton, Md. 

Sgt. George R. Draughn, Jr., l 08th Cav, 48th 
Inf. Bde., ARNG (Georgia), Decatur, Ga. 

Maj. Gregory J. Fester, Army Civil Affairs and 
Psychological Operations Command, 
USAR, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Spc. David H. Ford IV, 4th Bn., 64th Armor, 
4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Ironton, Ohio 

Spc. Ray M. Furmann II, 3rd Bn., 69th Armor, 
1st BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Novato, Calif. 

1st Lt. David L. Giaimo, 2nd Bn., 7th Inf., 1st 
BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Waukegan, Ill. 

1st Sgt. Alan N. Gifford, 4th Bn., 64th Armor, 
4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Tallahassee, Fla. 

Spc. Toccara R. Green, 57th Trans. Co., 548th 
Corps Support Bn., Rosedale, Md. 

Chief Warrant Officer Dennis P. Hay, 4th 
Sqdn., 3rd ACR, Valdosta, Ga. 

Staff Sgt. Asbury F. Hawn II, 3rd Sqdn., 2 78th 
ACR,ARNG (Tennessee),Lebanon, Tenn. 

Staff Sgt. Robert L. Hollar, Jr., 108th Cav, 48th 
Inf. Bde.,ARNG (Georgia), Griffin, Ga. 

Sgt. Joseph D. Hunt, 3rd Sqdn., 278th ACR, 
ARNG (Tennessee), Sweetwater, Tenn. 

Sgt. Brahim J. Jeffcoat, 1st Bn., 111 th Inf., 
ARNG (Pennsylvania), Philadelphia, Pa. 

Master Sgt. Ivica Jerak, Army Special 
Operations Command, Houston, Texas 

Staff Sgt. Jude R. Jonaus, Brigade Troops Bn., 
Division Support Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., 
Miami,Fla. 
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Spc. Anthony N. Kalladeen, 1st Bn., 69th Inf., 
256th BCT, ARNG (New York), 
Purchase, N.Y. 

Spc. Hatim S. Kathiria, 703rd Fonvard 
Support Bn., 4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Forth 
Worth, Texas 

Sgt. 1st Class Obediah J. Kolath, Army Special 
Operations Command, Louisburg, Mo. 

Spc.KurtE.Krout, lstBn., lllthinf.,ARNG 
(Pennsylvania), Spinnerstown, Pa. 

Spc. John Kulick, 1st Bn., 111 th Inf., ARNG 
(Pennsylvania), Harleysville, Pa. 

Staff Sgt. Victoir P. Lieurance, 3rd Sqdn., 278th 
ACR,ARNG (Tennessee), Seymour, Tenn. 

Spc. Joseph L. Martinez, 2nd Sqdn., 3rd ACR, 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Capt. Lowell T. Miller II, 1st Bn., 155th Inf., 
ARNG (Mississippi), Flint, Mich. 

Sgt. Joseph C. Nurre, 463rd Eng. Bn., USAR, 
Wilton, Calif. 

Staff Sgt. Ryan S. Ostrom, 1st Bn., l 09th Inf., 
ARNG (Pennsylvania), Liberty, Pa. 

Sgt.1st Class Lonnie J. Parson, 3rd Sqdn., 7th 
Cav, 2nd Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., Norcross, Ga. 

Sgt. Willard T. Partridge, 170th MP Co., 
504th MP Bn., 42nd MP Bde., Ferriday, La. 

Spc. Gennaro Pellegrini, Jr., 1st Bn., 111 th Inf., 
ARNG (Pennsylvania), Philadelphia, Pa. 

Spc. Gary L. Reese, Jr., 3rd Sqdn., 278th ACR, 
ARNG (Tennessee),Ashland City, Tenn. 

Spc. Seferino J. Reyna, 70th Eng. Bn., 3rd 
Bde., 1st Armored Div., Phoenix, Ariz. 

Pfc. Hernando Rios, 1st Bn., 69th Inf., 256th 
BCT, ARNG (New York), Queens, N.Y. 

2nd Lt. Charles R. Rubado, 1st Sqdn., 3rd 
ACR, Clearwater, Fla. 

Spc. Jose L. Ruiz, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., l st Bde. 
(Stryker BCT), 25th Inf. Div., 
Brentwood, N.Y. 

Sgt. Monta S. Ruth, 1st Bn., 15th Inf., 3rd 
Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Pfc. Timothy J. Seamans, 3rd Bn., 69th Armor, 
1st BCT, 3rd Inf. Div., Jacksonville, Fla. 

Cpl. Timothy M. Shea, 3rd Bn., 75th Rangers, 
Sonoma, Calif. 

Sgt. Alfredo B. Silva, 1st Bn., 184th Inf., 40th 
Inf. Div., ARNG ( California), Calexico, Calif. 

Sgt. Michael J. Stokely, l st Bn., 108th Armor, 
48th BCT,ARNG (Georgia), Griffin, Ga. 

Sgt. Francis J.Straub,Jr., 1st Bn., 111th Inf., 
ARNG (Pennsylvania), Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sgt. Shannon D. Taylor, 3rd Sqdn., 278th 
ACR, ARNG (Tennessee), Smithville, Tenn. 

Sgt. Franklin R. Vtlorio, Brigade Troops Bn., 
Division Support Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., 
Miami,Fla. 

Spc. Jeffrey A. Williams, Support Sqdn., 3rd 
ACR, Warrenville, Ill. 

Marine Corps 
2nd Lt. James J. Cathey, 2nd Bn., 2nd 

Marines, 2nd Marine Div., Reno, Nev. 
Lance Cpl. Chase J. Contley, 2nd Assault 

Amphibian Bn., 2nd Marine Div., 
Lexington, Ky. 

Staff Sgt. Ramon E. Gonzales Cordova, 1st 
Bn., 5th Marines, 1st Marine Div. (attached 
to 2nd Marine Div.), Davie, Fla. 

Lance Cpl. Evenor C. Herrera, 1st Bn., 5th 
Marines, 1st Marine Div. (attached to 2nd 
Marine Div.), Gypsum, Colo. 

Pfc. Ramon Romero, 2nd Bn., 7th Marines, 
1st Marine Div. (attached to 2nd Marine 
Div.), Huntington Park, Calif. 

Lance Cpl. Shane C. Swanberg, 3rd Bn., 7th 
Marines, 1st Marine Div. (attached to 2nd 
Marine Div.), Kirkland, Wash. 

Deaths to Accidents 
& Disease, etc. 

Army 
Spc.JasonE.Ames, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., 1st Bde., 

Stryker BCT, 25th Inf. Div., Cerulean, Ky. 
Pfc. Elden D.Arcand, 360th Trans. Co., 68th 

Corps Support Bn., 43rd Area Support 
Group, White Bear Lake, Minn. 

Spc. Rusty W. Bell, 603rd Aviation Support 
Bn., Aviation Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., 
Pocahontas, Ark. 

Spc. Joshua P. Dingler, 1st Bn., 108th Armor, 
ARNG (Georgia),Hiram,Ga. 

Staff Sgt. Christopher L. Everett, 2nd Bn., 
112th Armor, 56th BCT, ARNG (Texas), 
Huntsville, Texas 

Staff Sgt. Brian L. Morris, 360th Trans. Co., 
68th Corps Support Bn., 43rd Area Support 
Group, Centreville, Mich. 

Sgt. Paul A. Saylor, 1st Bn., 108th Armor, 
ARNG (Georgia), Norcross, Ga. 

Sgt. Thomas J. Strickland, 1st Bn., 108th 
Armor, ARNG ( Georgia), Douglasville, Ga. 

Spc. Luke C. Williams, 3rd Sqdn., 7th Cav, 
2nd Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., Knoxville, Tenn. 

Navy 
Hospitalman Robert N. Martens, 2nd Marine 

Div., Queen Creek, Ariz. 

ACR=Armored Cavalry Regiment 
ARNG=Army National Guard 
BCT=Brigade Combat Team 
FA=Field Artillery Regiment 
MCR=Marine Corps Reserve 
Ml=Military Intelligence 
MP=Military Police 
RCT=Regimental Combat Team 
USAR=Army Reserve 


