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MG Zais Becomes 
New Div Commander1 

CAMP EAGLE - l'.faj . Ccn. 
Melvin Zais assumed command 
or the division in a recent cere• 
mony here. 

Zais accepted the colors from 
Maj. Gen. O.M. Barsanti, his 
predecessor, during a colorful 
ceremony which included a 14-
gun artillery salute, a fly-by by 
division helicopters and a sky­
diving demonstration. 

Proudest Moment 

ant lcac hin~ al Fl. Dcnnlng's 
Infantry School following the 
outbreak of World War II, Zais 
volunteered to be part of the 
original Army parachute battal­
ion and received his training be­
fore a jump school wa~ estab­
lished. 

In 1941 he was transferred to 
Panama as a member of the 
501st Parachute Infantry Bn. 
The following ,year he became 
an assistant supply officer of the 
82nd Airborne Division at Ft. 
Bragg, N:C. 

First Command 
"To command the 101st Air 

Cavalry ))ivlsion -is the proudest 
moment · or-my · c:ireer;" '· Zais ·- - ,, Soon he emct·ged a.s command­
said following Barsanli's [are- er of the 3rd Bn. (Abn), 517th 
well speech. Parachute Regiment, which par­

ticipated in combat operations 
in Italy, southern France, Bel­
gium and Germany. 

Sixteen generals watched as 
Barsanti thanked the division 
units and briefly reviewed their 
accomplishments; Barsanti be­
comes chief of staff, Fifth Army. 
Ft. Sheridan, Ill. 

Zais is no stranger to the 
Screaming Eagles' airborne her­
itage. 

Airborne Orh:lnal 
While he was a rirsl lieutcn-

During the war he became 
regimental executive officer. 
and served as acting regimental 
commander after the unit re-
turned lo the slates . · 

Trained Turks 
During the Kol'can Conrlicl 

Zais trained a Turkish brigade 
and served as its combat ad­
visor . 

In I !l:i:I hl' was assigned as 
commamlcr of thl' K2nd Air­
borne Division's :ill:ilh Airborne· 
Infantry llegimcnl. 

When the 1111st J\irhornc Divi ­
sion was organi1.cd under the 
pentomic concept Zais was as­
signed as chief of staff. then as 
commander of the 137th Air­
honu• Balli!: (;roup. 

Zais was promoted Lo brigadi-
er general in 1!164 . Three years 
later he was sent lo Vietnam 
as deputy commander of I Field 
Vorce. and lal1•r servt:d as a~­
sistanl cummandl'r of the Isl In­
fantry Division. 

Before returning to Vietnam to · 
command the Screaming Eagles. 
he was serving as director or 
individual training at the ofrice 
of the deputy chier of staff for 
personnel, Department or the 
Army, Washington, D.C. 

First Star 
Zais was promoted to major 

- -~~---·- 1· general in 19G7. 

He was born in · Fall River, 
Mass., and holds II bachelor's 
deg~ee in Political Science from 
the University or 1New Hamp-
shire. / 

College Graduate 
He attended ttc Command 

and G e n e r a 1 Starr College, 
Armed Forces Staff College, Na­
tional War College;and Harvard 
Business School. { 

His list of decorations includes 
the Silver Star, Legion of Merit 
wit.h..1:woAOak..LGaf Clusters, Dis-­
tinguished FlyTng~ss, -nronze 
Star, Air Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Joint Service Commen­
dation Medal, Ar111y Commen• 
dation Ribbon with Oak Lear 
Cluster and Purpl; Heart. 
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V®Bh•t 
Throughout most of 1968, the . Screaming Eagles engaged in 

their longest operation of the Vietnam War. Called "Nevada 
Eagle", this operation aimed at preventing the Viet Cong from 
harvesting the rice crop in the Thua Thi en Province and driving 
them out of the coastal plains and into the mountains. Beginning 
in early May 1968 and lasting until 28 February 1969, for a total 
of 288 days, "Nevada Eagle" produced impressive results. Thua 
Thien Province became "Screaming Eagle" country: 3,299 enemy were 
killed, 853 prisoners were captured, and 3,702 weapons were taken. 
The ~ discovered and removed enough rice to feed ten enemy 
battalions fg~ . th~_ n_ext yea~ ·- ~ 

While ''Nevada Eagle" was going on, the 101st Airborne 
Division changed its name to the 101st Air Cavalry Division on 1 
July 1962. This change lasted until 29 August when the "Screaming 
Eagles" became the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), creating 
the Army's second airmobile di vision and symbolizing the 
transition from parachutes to helicooters . 

. One of · the most - impo;tant - Viet , Cong and North Vietnamese 
supply routes and staging areas was the A Shau Valley, which ran 
along the western edge of Thua Thien Province. Before "Nevada 
Eagle", the 1st Brigade had made a seventeen-day raid into the 
valley in an operation called "Somerset ·· Plain". Upon the 
completion of . "Nevada Eagle", the 101st again attacked the A Shau 
Valley. In a series of operations known individually as 
"Massachusetts Striker", "Apache Snow", and "Montgomery 
Rendezvous", the "Screaming Eagles" cut North Vietnamese supply 
lines, destroyed base camps, and seized tons of supplies. The 
division cleared the way for the first friendly armored vehicles 
to enter the valley and reopened temporary airstrips abandoned 
years earlier. During "Aoache ~no\:7", the 3d Battalion of the 
187th Infantry assaulted uong Ap 8ia Mountain in one of the most 
famous and controversial battles of the war. These operations 
pitted the division against some of the best-trained and equipped 
North Vietnamese units in South Vietnam. This battle, known as 
"Hamburger Hill", cost the enemy over 1,700 men and 1,670 weapons. 
The success of these operations decimated the enemy and forced him 
to place more reliance upon supply bases in neighboring Laos. 

Field action in 1969, and throughout 1970, centered around 
support of the United States civil operations in the pacification 
program. Operation "Randolph Glen" was a departure from the more 
conventional use of combat forces in South Vietnam. During 
"Randolph Glen", the 101st provided technical assistance to 
government officials of Thua Thien Province. While assisting in 
the development and pacification of the province, elements of the 
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101st worked with the Army of the Republic of ietnam (ARVN) 1st 
Infantry Division providing security against communist 

·pressure. Operations "Texas Star" and "Jeff er n Glen" followed 
with increased emphasis placed on the Vietnam· at ion of the war 
effort. Using a network of fire support ba s and aggressive 
patrolling , the Screaming Eagles thwarted enemy thrusts into Thua 

. IThien Province. For its involvement in the ny civil affairs 
'-. , 

· programs, the 10 1st Airborne Division (Airmob received the 
Vietnamese Civic Actions Honor Medal First Class n 23 May 1970. 

Although a small task force from the 101st articipated in a 
i imited incursion into Cambodia in April throu June 1970, the 
most important test of the airmobile concept ame in February 
l-971 , during operation LAM SON 719. During th s operation, the 
i o1st supported Vietnamese forces in their a tack across the 
~aotian border. Designed to cut enemy infiltrat on routes and to 
~estroy North Vietnamese staging areas in La , the operation 
l:l>egan on 8 February , when the 101st and other merican aviat i on 
units airlifted South Vietnamese troops into Jaos. For many 
years, the enemy had controlled the area of Laos djacent to South 
Uietnam and had built up extensiv e defenses. 

When LAM SON 719 ended on 9 April 1971, the 
ground operations conducted along the Laotian 
border resulted in 13,914 enemy killed in a 
destroyed, and more than 5,500 weapons destroyed 
Nprth Vietnamese employed a greater degree of fi 
this operation than at any other time in the w 
inc reased enemy use of anti - aircraft weapons, 

combined air and 
outh Vietnamese 

~ion , 106 tanks 
r captured. The 

support dur i ng 
r. Despite the 

~ ai-mor, less than one a llie d a ircraf t for every 
artillery, and 
housand sorties 

I 

was los t . ---=-==---...... =~~ _ 
During and immediately following LAM SON 719, South 

ld . of the ARVN 1st Infantry Division, supported 
Vietnamese so iers 1 

· ded the A Shau Valley and cut enemy supp Y by the 101st, inva • d d 
• through the valley. The four-month operation en e 

routes running f 3 800 men and 900 
13 August with a loss to the enemy o , 

on Fo; its actions from March to October 1971, the 101st 
weapons. •hp 1 
received the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry wit am. 

d 1 1972 the "Screaming Eagles" prepared 
In late 1971, an ear Y ' · d 

to redeploy to the united States. They were. the_ last Un~~e 
division to leave the combat zone in Vietnam. ice 

States Army . d Army Chief of Staff General William 
President Spiro T. Agnew an . . . . 

d 1 d the 101st home during official homecoming 
C. Westmorelan we come 
ceremonies on 6 April 1972 at Fort Campbell. 
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