
COURSE GUIDE 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 
Time Frame Course: 1 Semester 

INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

Academic Level: Open to lower and upper division college students. 
Instructor: Jay Pierson 
Concept: America in Turmoil (History / Humanities / Sociology) 

Relevant Issues: (1) Historical events leading to American involvement in Vietnam; 
(2) Major personalities, both American and Vietnamese who were instrumental in the 
decisions during America's nearly thirty-year involvement in Vietnam; (3) The 
progression of American involvement from WW II, the fall of the French at Dien Bien 
Phu on May 7, 1954, the assignment of American military advisors in 1962 and 
eventually the direct combat role of u.S. troops in 1965; (4) The changes 
(progression) in the application of American military tactics from 1962 to withdrawal 
in 1973; (5) The role of the domestic protest movement, including press coverage, and 
how this multifaceted movement affected political and military decision making; (6) 
The influence of the Vietnam experience on the present political, economic, and social 
conditions in America. 

Essential Question: If there is any truth to the old adage, "Those who do not learn 
from history are doomed to repeat it," what lessons can be learned from America's 
experiences during the Vietnam era? 

Focus/Driving Questions: 

1. What characteristics of the land, culture, and history of Vietnam were poorly 
understood by American decision makers and how did these misunderstandings 
effect their decisions? 

2. What important U.S. political and military decisions can be interpreted as major 
turning points in the Vietnam War? 

3. What major issues brought about questions of the legality of American 
involvement in Vietnam? 

4. Through what evidence could it be concluded that Vietnam was a "poor 
man'srt war? 

5. How did the continuous changes in American strategies and tactics 
influence outcomes at various stages of the Vietnam War? 

6. In what ways did the My Lai massacre affect American attitudes concerning 
the war? 

7. In what ways was America divided at home concerning issues surrounding 
the Vietnam War? 

8. What were the underlying causes of the media being both blamed and praised 
for their reporting of the War? 

9. What were the many roles and perspectives of women, both American and 
Vietnamese, during the Vietnam War? 

10. What lasting wounds are there from the Vietnam era and what 
attempts have been made to heal those wounds? 



11. What has been the impact of refugees from Vietnam on the American 
landscape and how have these recent immigrants adapted to their new lives? 

12. What overall lessons can be learned from America's Vietnam experience? 

CULMINATING TASK: CULMINATING TASK: Each student will be assigned to a team 
of two or three persons and be assigned one of the focus/driving questions to 
research and prepare a 15 minute presentation for the class. 

Guidelines/Parameters for Task: Each team will be required to research at least two 
documents other than text for this course. These documents can include Internet 
sources. Teams are also required to interview two persons who have personal 
experience related to the essential question. Each team will be required to contribute 
to a class presentation which will center on the focus/driving question for their major 
segment topic with the major goal being to assess what America has learned from the 
Vietnam era. 

Two m~or texts*: 
1. Starr, Jerold M., ed. The Lessons of the Vietnam War, Center for Social 

Studies Education, Pittsburgh, PA, 1988, Revised 1999. 
2. Karnow, Stanley, Vietnam: A History, Viking Press, New York, 1983. 

Revised 1991. 
* See attached bibliography for additional references used in development of 

this course. These may be used by students for research. 

ATTRIBUTES (SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE) THIS COURSE WILL FOSTER: 
Life-long learner who: 

seeks out and applies new learning 
develops a core of skills and content 

Creative and independent thinker with ability to: 
analyze historical documents and information 
evaluate information 
use constructivist learning skills to create new ideas and possibilities 

Sensitive communicator who: 
reads, researches sources 
writes effectively 
communicates clearly and succinctly 

Respectful and receptive individual who: 
analyzes information and circumstances from varied viewpoints 
is compassionate and empathetic 
Adaptable learner who: 
produces quality work 
applies new concepts and knowledge 
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AMERICA & THE VIETNAM ERA 
Jay Pierson 

GUIDE FOR WRITING TERM PAPER 

The term paper for this course must address the essential question using one 
of the focus questions as your central theme? Remember to keep your topic narrow 
enough to deal with sufficiently in an five page (minimum) paper. 

The narrative body of your paper must a minimum of pages, double spaced, 
and typed on 8 1/2" X 11 " quality paper using one inch margins. In addition to the 
paper, you are required to have a cover page, and outline page, and a reference page. 
(That is a minimum total of eight pages.) 

If you have not yet begun to use a computer and word processing program in 
your writing, I strongly suggest you begin to do so. More and more instructors and 
bosses expect such quality products. 

Your term paper should have an introduction, a body and a conclusion. and 
should meet the style requirements of the American Psychological Association (APA). 

Be sure you edit your paper for spelling, grammar and style. For example, be 
sure your paper uses appropriate singular and plural agreements and remember you 
should not use contractions in formal writing except in quotes, of course. 

Do not let your sentences wander. A sentence longer than 15 to 20 words will 
probably lose something in the reading. Donald Murray, in The Craft of Revision, 
(199 1, P 164-5), says, ... "Let the sentence roll along when that is appropriate to the 
idea; allow what is being said to determine how it is being said. I remember to vary 
my sentence length and design so that I create an attractive -- and appropriate -­
pattern of prose that unrolls before the reader's eye and ear in an interesting 
fashion." Your paragraphs should usually be at least three sentences or more in 
length. 

Use third persoD (she, he, the writer, it, one) when writing a formal paper. Do 
not use first person (I, we) or second person (you, they). Above all, do not flip-flop in 
the use of person. 



Remember, this is NOT an opinion paper. It is a research project. You are 
expected to find excellent resources and present an academic paper on a specific 
subject. An opinion or conclusion should come after you have presented your facts 
and elaborated on them. 

You are required to credit sources and provide references. You should have a 
minimum of three or four quality references, besides the primary textbook, for a six 
to ten page paper. That means you will need to seek out respected journals and 
books for study and preparation. Qne., internet source, may be used as QIle. of your 
references, but be certain it is a reputable source. 

Remember you must cite your source for any quotes or anytime you use ideas 
or concepts from another writer. Three or four citations per page is generally expected 
in a well developed paper. Parenthetical, in paragraph notes (citations) are 
appropriate. (Follow the MLA format.) 

Do not procrastinate. The due date will creep up on you and cause hurry which will 
result in a poor quality product. Begin now to research your sources and make notes. 
This should be a rigorous academic exercise. 
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Name of Unit: America & the Vietnam Era 
Time Frame for Unit: 1 Semester 
Grade/Age: Upper and/or lower division students 
Author: Jay Pierson 
Concept: America in Turmoil 

The following information should be helpful in preparing your research paper: 

Title Page: 

The information on the title page should be centered and should contain the 
following. 

The Title of Your Paper 

Your Name 

Your Teacher's Name 

The Course Title 

Date Paper is Submitted 

Outline Page(s): 

Your outline page should contain a format similar to the following: 

I. Introduction 
A. 
B. 
C. 

l. 
2. 

II. Body of Paper 
A. Key Idea 1 
B. Key Idea 2 



l. 
2. 

C. Key Idea 3 
1-
2. 
3. 

III. Conclusion 
A. 
B. 
C. 

Works Cited Page: 

Your references should appear as shown below and in accordance with American 
Psychological Association (AP A) style: 

Book: 
Last name of author, first name of author, Title (underlined), city of publisher, publisher, 
date of publication. 

Periodical: 
Last name of author, first name of author, Title (in quotation marks), Publication 
(underlined), date of publication, pages cited. 

For other sources see APA Handbook. 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT 4# 1: (History/Culture/Geography) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What characteristics of the land, culture, and history of 
Vietnam were poorly understood by American decision makers? 

2. VOCABULARY: Southeast Asia, Indochina, tropics, colonialism, nationalism, 
revolution, Ho Chi Minh, Vietminh, Dien Bien Phu, Ngo Dinh Diem, Ngo Dinh Nhu, 
Madame Nhu, Thich Quang Duc. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Geography of Vietnam in terms of location, place, 
human/ environment interaction, movement, region; history and culture of Vietnam; 
peoples of Southeast Asia, Western incursion into Indochina and French colonial 
rule; the rise of Vietnamese nationalism and revolution; the First Indochina War; the 
U.S. War; the Diem regime; peace negotiations. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources 
and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulal}' 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. explain how the failure to understand the land, culture and history of 
another civilization can lead to strategies which may produce catastrophic 
outcomes; 

e. understand and articulate the sequence of historical events from the end 
ofW.W.1I to the American involvement in Vietnam and the war's subsequent 
conclusion. 

6. ACTIVITIES (TASKS (DIRECTIONS / STRATEGIES: 
~ . 

a. The instructor will use overhead slides and film clips to enhance lecture 
on the geography, culture, and history of Vietnam. 



b. Students will read Chapter 1, pgs. 1-28 in primary text, The Lessons of the 
Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion by 
considering the discussion questions on page 28. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will be divided into teams of three or four individuals. Each team 
will be required to contribute to a chalkboard list of the major concepts found in this 
lesson. The entire class will then come to consensus on the most important issues. 
Each team member is required to participate in the presentation. Teams will prepare 
a short outline of their major ideas to be used as a talking guide and to be turned in 
for evaluation. Students' presentation will be evaluated according to the attached 
rubric. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Short video clips from: 
CBS: Vietnam-Chronicle of a War 
PBS: Vietnam 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History - Roots of War 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #2: (America At War in Vietnam: Decisions and Consequences) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What important U.S. political and military decisions can be 
interpreted as major turning points in the Vietnam War? 

2. VOCABULARY: Reasons for War (Power, Prestige, Principles, Profit, Protection), 
Charles De Gaulle, Dwight Eisenhower, Dienbienphu, Vietminh, Saigon, Hanoi, 
Geneva Accords, 17th Parallel, Lyndon Johnson, Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, 
Escalation, Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How World War II in the Pacific, cooperation between 
Ho Chi Minh's Vietminh and the Americans, and the subsequent return of the French 
to Indochina created difficult choices for both Vietnam and America. How the effects 
of the "Red Scare" of the late 1940s and 1950s and the "Domino Theory" led to a 
series of decisions by American leadership that led to early American involvement. 
The decisions by Presidents Eisenhower, Truman, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon that 
created turning points in the war and caused deeper commitments of men and 
materials. 

4. SKILLS: Evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various 
sources and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. Think critically 
about history and relate past decisions to subsequent consequences. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. explain how the failure to understand the land, culture and history of 
another civilization can lead to strategies which may produce catastrophic 
outcomes; 

e. understand and explain how decisions by Presidents Eisenhower, Truman, 
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon that created turning points in the 
war and caused deeper commitments of men and materials. 



6. ACTIVITIES /TASKS/DIRECTIONS/ STRATEGIES: 

a. Instructor will use Socratic teaching method to engage students in 
discussion of the following questions: 

1) What arguments would a supporter of American aid to France 
have been likely to offer? One opposed to that aid? 

2) What arguments could be made in support of America's decision 
to no longer back Diem as President of South Vietnam. How might 
you argue that Diem should have received continued support from 
America? 

3) Given the information supplied to Congress concerning the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident, how would you argue either for or against the 
resolution? 

4) What were the best arguments both for and against sending American 
combat troops to Vietnam? 

5) How would }'QlJ. have argued your case for or against sending 
combat troops to Vietnam? 

6) What possible steps might President Nixon have taken in dealing 
with Cambodia? 

7) What were the conditions of the Paris peace settlement? How did 
America respond to the settlement? 

8) What reasons can you give for the fall of the South Vietnamese 
government within two years of American withdrawal in 1973? 

b. Students will read Chapter 2, pgs. 29-56 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
considering the questions on page 56. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Teams of Students will be assigned end of section questions and will prepare 
responses to present, both orally and in writing to the remainder of class. Emphasis 
in presentations will be on the focus question for this unit. 

8. MATERlALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. see bibliography 

b. overhead slides, video clips, chart paper and pens 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #3 (Legal issues surrounding American involvement in the Vietnam War) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What major issues brought about questions of the legality of 
American involvement in the Vietnam War? 

2. VOCABULARY: Era, conflict, incident, war; Thomas Aquinas' concept of ajust war; 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution; Lieber Codes, Articles XIV, XVI, LXVIII, & 
LXXI; Kellog-Briand Pact of 1928; UN Charter, Articles 1,2,33,51; The Geneva 
Agreements; SEATO, Gulf of Tonkin Resolution; Leonard C. Meeker memorandum; 
Lawyers Committee on American Policy Toward Vietnam (1967); 1967 Fulbright 
Hearings; War Powers Act; Persian Gulf War. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How various documents surrounding decisions related 
to the Vietnam War led to variations in understanding regarding the legality of 
American involvement at various periods during America's long-term participation in 
Southeast Asia. 

4. SKILLS: Evaluate and analyze information from various documents related to 
decisions during the Vietnam War. Apply this new knowledge and understanding in 
the appropriate articulation of critical ideas, both orally and in writing. 

5. EXPECTATONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use. 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. analyze and evaluate documents and explain the ways various documents 
were used by both those who supported and those who opposed America's 
involvement in Vietnam. 

6. ACTIVITIES/TASKS/DIRECTlONS/STRATEGlES: 

a. Students will prepare for this section by reading Chapter 3, pgs. 57-87 in 
primary text, The Lessons of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and 
prepare for class discussion by analyzing the 15 documents therein. 



b. During class time, students will be divided into two debate teams (pro-con), 
debate managers and evaluators. The debate teams will debate the 
question: Based on the 15 documents presented in Chapter 3 of assigned 
text, was America's involvement in the Vietnam War legal? 

c. Instructor will show brief video clips from LBJ Goes To War. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will conduct, manage and evaluate the debate concerning the legality 
of American involvement in the Vietnam War. Student evaluators will assess 
the presentations using the attached rubric. Instructor will use a separate 
evaluation form and will use both student and teacher evaluations to 
determine a grade. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Short video clips from: 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History - LBJ Goes To War 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #4 (Who Fought for the United States) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: Through what evidence could it be concluded that Vietnam 
was a "poor man's" war? 

2. VOCABULARY: Troop buildup; draft; Selective Service classifications; registrant; 
deferment; conscientious objector; AWOL, deserter, expatriate. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Differences between the early professional soldiers and 
volunteers and later draftees; the reasons for continuous buildup and need for the 
draft; how many were able to avoid military service and assignment to Vietnam; what 
groups ended up representing the U.S. in the military forces during the Vietnam era; 
racial conflict in the military forces; American and Vietnamese differences; how the 
Vietnam experience changed the armed forces of the U.S. 

4. SKILLS: Evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast various charts and primary 
source documents from the text and from various sources. Apply new knowledge 
appropriately and purposefully. Think critically about history and relate past 
decisions to subsequent consequences as related to the issues surrounding the 
recruitment and assignment of military personnel during the Vietnam era. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. understand and be able to explain how Americans were recruited and 
assigned to military units during the Vietnam war and how some were able 
to avoid military service ( legally and illegally) during that time; 

e. be able to articulate the reasons why the Vietnam era created such conflict 
between various ethnic and minority groups in the United States. 



6. ACTIVITIES {TASKS {DIRECTIONS / STRATEGIES: . . 

a. Students will read Chapter 4, pgs. 89-117 in primary text, The Lessons of 
the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
based on the discussion questions on page 117. 

b. Instructor will use overhead transparencies to present graphs & charts 
regarding the use of the Selective Service system and its outcomes for 
various segments of the population of the United States and will use 
short video segments to emphasize America's role. 

c. Each student will interview at least one person who either served in the 
Vietnam War or who was a protester of the war during the era. Student will 
present a written summary of the interview and present the key ideas to 
class. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will present the reports of their interviews with veterans or protesters. 
Each student will be given a peer evaluation rubric (see attached) and will evaluate 
each of his/her classmates according to the rubric. Instructor will use same rubric 
to evaluate each presenter. Peer and instructor evaluations as well as the written 
summaries of interviews will be used to determine individual grades. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. see attached bibliography for this course; 

b. overhead projector and slides; 

c. Video clips of: 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History - America Takes Charge 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #5 (U.S. Strategies and Tactics) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: How did the continuous changes in American strategies and 
tactics influence outcomes at various stages of the Vietnam War? 

2. VOCABULARY: Advisor, squad, platoon, company, battalion, division, rules of 
engagement, friendly fire, demilitarized zone, strategic hamlet, cross-over point, 
counterinsurgency, air war, escalation, pacification, Vietnamization. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How the strategies and tactics, influenced by domestic 
and foreign policies, applied by U.S. forces during the Vietnam War generally 
backfired on America and led to continuous failure to "win the hearts and minds" of 
the Vietnamese people. Why in the end, America was unable to "win" the war, and 
America's search for scapegoats to blame for the failure. 

4. GENERAL SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from 
various sources and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. Assess 
the role of the United States in Vietnam as it relates of changes in political policy and 
military strategies and tactics. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listens respectfully, yet critically; communicates ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. be able to explain the various changes in strategies and tactics applied by 
American decision makers throughout the U.S. involvement in Southeast 
Asia. 

e. understand and be able to effectively articulate the affects on morale, 
efficiency, and effectiveness created by the failure of strategies and 
tactics used by the U.S. during the war. 



6.ACTIVITIES/TASKS/DIRECTIONS/STRATEGIES: 

a. Students will prepare for this section by reading Chapter 5, pgs. 119-144 in 
primary text, The Lessons of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for 
class discussion based on the discussion questions on page 144. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will be divided into seven teams. Each team will be assigned a 
particular phase/period of the American engagement. Teams will be required to 
present a summary of the phase/period assigned and then suggest alternative 
decisions that might have been made and the positive and/or negative consequences 
of those alternatives. 

Team 1: The Advisory Role 1955-1960 
Team 2: Counterinsurgency 1960-1965 
Team 3: Combat Role 1965-1967 
Team 4: The Air War 1965-1967 
Team 5: Pacification 1967 
Team 6: The War Turns Bad 1968 
Team 7: U.S. Disengagement 1972-1973 

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. see attached bibliography for this course; 

b. overhead projector and slides; 

c. Short video clips from: 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History - LB,' Goes To War (1964-1965) 

Vietnam: A Television History - America Takes Charge (1965-67) 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #6: (War Crime: The Case of My Lai) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What was the My Lai massacre and how did it affect American 
attitudes concerning the war? 

2. VOCABULARY: Quang Ngai Province, Son My Village ("Pinkville") , My Lai-4 
Hamlet, Lt. William J. Calley Jr., Capt. Ernest Medina, Warrant Officer Hugh C. 
Thompson, Laws of War, cover up, court martial. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How the stress of combat, poor training and leadership, 
created the conditions which can lead soldiers to criminal behavior such as the My 
Lai massacre. Why the military command structure led to a cover up. How the 
subsequent investigation and military trial led to American understanding of the 
atrocities committed at My Lai. 

4. GENERAL SKILLS: Critically read, analyze, and evaluate information concerning 
the My Lai incident. Compare and contrast the military policies and laws regarding 
individual conduct and treatment of non-combatants with the actual behavior of U.S. 
military personnel and My Lai and the subsequent cover up, investigation and 
attempt at achieving justice. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. be able to analyze and explain why the "rules of warfare" were insufficient 
to prevent the My Lai massacre. 

e. understand and articulate the events which led to My Lai and the aftermath, 
including cover-up and attempts at justice. 



6. ACTIVITIES I TASKS I DIRECTIONS I STRATEGIES: >' I 

a. Students will read Chapter 6, pgs.145-173 in primary text, The Lessons of 
the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion based on 
questions on page 171. 

b. Instructor will use overhead transparencies to present some numerical data 
on My Lai and show the video, Experiencing The Darkness: Oral History, Fertel 
Communications Film, 1994. 

c. Students will use web sites to research other wartime atrocities and compare 
one or more with the incident at My Lai. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will analyze sources of information such as readings, unit 
presentation, statements made by participants in and investigators of the My Lai 
incident and then respond in writing to the focus question for this unit.. Paper will be 
submitted at the beginning of the next class session. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. see attached bibliography of this course; 

b. overhead projector and slides; 

c. video: Experiencing The Darkness: Oral History, Fertel Communications 
Film, 1994. 

d. Bilton, M. & Sim, K., Four Hours in My Lai, Viking Penguin, New York, 1992. 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #7: (Taking Sides: The War at Home) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: In what ways was America divided at home concerning issues 
surrounding the Vietnam war? 

2. VOCABULARY: Hawks and doves, conservatives and liberals, War Resisters 
League, Fellowship of Reconciliation, SDS, draft resistance, campus revolt, Dean 
Rusk, Sen. Fulbright, Jane Fonda, Bob Hope, Chicago Democratic Convention, 
Muhammad Ali, repression, McCarthy & Kennedy, Kent State University, Daniel 
Ellsberg, G.!. protest. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The tendency of the American people to pay little 
attention to events far from home; public opinion fluctuations during the Vietnam 
War; tendency for public to swing behind the President, regardless of policy; effects of 
student protest; political differences; causes and effects of draft resistance and 
protests by military personnel; high profile cases of resistance; violence in America as 
a result of escalation of America's role in Vietnam; 1968 election. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources 
and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. explain ways Americans of various persuasions both protested against and 
supported the war throughout its course. 

e. be able to articulate the causes of domestic turmoil, especially during the 
mid-to-Iate 1960s, due to America's involvement in Vietnam. 



6. ACTIVITIES/TASKS/DIRECTIONS/STRATEGIES: 
• 

a. Instructor will use visual materials (overhead slides and video clips) to 
enhance student understanding of the divisions that developed in American 

society over the Vietnam war. 

b. Students will read Chapter 7, pgs. 175-202 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Gerald M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
by considering the discussion questions on page 198. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will view segments of selected videos (see #8 below). The class will 
then be divided into discussion teams. Teams will consider the focus question and 
compile a list of the major protest movements discussed in Chapter 8. Each team will 
determine the successes and failures of those protest movements. Teams will prepare 
a short outline of their major ideas to be used as a talking guide and to be turned in 
for evaluation. Student presentations, delivered during the next class session, will be 
evaluated according to the attached rubric. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Short video clips from: 
CBS: Vietnam-Chronicle of a War 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History TET 1968 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History - Homefront USA 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR; Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #8: (How the War was Reported) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What were the underlying causes of the media being both 
blamed and praised for their reporting of the War? 

2. VOCABULARY: Living room war, "liberal press," Dienbienphu, 1956 elections 
(Vietnam), Diem Regime, Gulf of Tonkin Incident, TET, Laos & Cambodia, Spiro 
Agnew, Paris Peace Agreement. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The role of the media in opinion shifts during the 
Vietnam War; revelations about government decision making; impact ofTY; change 
from support to opposition by press; relationships between press and Presidents 
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon; alternative press and Vietnam; media and censorship 
during war. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources 
and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. explain the role of the media in time of war and their responsibility for 
integrity in reporting. 

e. be able to articulate the causes of conflict between the media and 
government and what measures are necessary in maintaining a balance 
between classified information and the public's right to know, especially 
during war time. 



6. ACTIVITIES ITASKS I DIRECTIONS I STRATEGIES: r , 

a. Instructor will use overhead slides and film clips to enhance 
lecture / discussion on the impact of media on the cond uct and 
understanding of the war. 

b. Students will read Chapter 8, pgs. 203-232 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
by considering the discussion questions on pages 230 and 231. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will view segments of selected videos (see #8 below). The class will 
then be divided into discussion teams. Teams will consider the focus question and 
determine whether they believe the press influenced public opinion and/or 
government policy according to the information in Chapter 8 and an analysis of the 
video segments presented in class. Teams will prepare a short outline of their major 
ideas to be used as a talking guide and to be turned in for evaluation. Student 
presentations will be evaluated according to the attached rubric. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Short video clips from: 
PBS Special: Vietnam 
CBS: Vietnam: Chronicle of a War 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #9: (Women's Perspective on the Vietnam War) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What were the many roles and perspectives of women, both American and Vietnamese, during the Vietnam War? 

2. VOCABULARY: "Doughnut Dollies;" journalists: Dickey Chapelle, Michaele Ray, Philippa Schuyler, Frances Fitxgerald; entertainers: Martha Raye, Chris Noel; political activists: WSP, WILPF. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The role of women, both American and Vietnamese during the War. Their roles as medical personnel, reporters, protesters, entertainers, warriors, and how those roles influenced both their governments and the general popUlation. The public acknowledgment of or failure to recognize the contributions of women during the Vietnam era. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students wi1l: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. analyze and explain the varied roles of women during the Vietnam era and 
how their influence may have affected the way women in similar roles are 
viewed today. 

6. ACTIVITIES tUSKS !DIRECTIONS t STRATEGIES: , 

a. Instructor will use overhead slides of data concerning women in the 
Vietnam era to enhance understanding of their roles and impact on the 
times and today. 

b. Students will read Chapter 9, pgs. 233-260 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion by considering the discussion questions on page 260. 



7. ASSESSMENT: 

Each student will select a woman who played an influential role in the Vietnam 
conflict. Student will prepare a short outline of that person's role (contribution) to be 
used in a short presentation to the class. A one-page biography on that person will be 
turned in to the teacher for evaluation. Presentation will be graded (peers and 
teacher) according to the attached rubric. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Overhead projector and slides. 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #10: (Wounds of War & the Healing Process) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What lasting wounds were/are there from the Vietnam era 
and what attempts have been made to heal those wounds? 

2. VOCABULARY: Vietnam Veterans' Memorial, MASH, POW, MIA, Agent Orange, 
dioxin, PSTD ("post-traumatic stress disorder"), economic costs (opportunity costs), 
social costs, political costs, reconciliation. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Numbers of Americans and Vietnamese killed and 
wounded; comparisons of casualties during the Vietnam War with other wars; 
understanding of the conflict over MIA/POW issues; American use of chemical 
agents; causes and effects of post-traumatic stress disorder; political, social, 
economic and psychological costs of war; U.S. loss of prestige; destruction of 
Vietnam; issues surrounding healing and reconciliation. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources 
and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. explain the effects of human casualties on both America and Vietnam, the 
many issues surrounding costs and attempts to heal the wounds and 
divisions in both nations. 

e. articulate the long-term effects of America's involvement in Vietnam and the 
many attempts being made to heal the wounds of war. 



6. ACTIVITIES ITASKS I DIRECTIONS / STRATEGIES: ,p , 

a. Instructor will use film clips and overhead slides to emphasize major issues 
of lesson and to stimulate discussion of chapter issues. 

b. Students will read Chapter 10, pgs. 261-292 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
considering the questions on page 289. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will be assigned, individually or in pairs (depending on class size) to 
one of the discussion questions at the end of chapter 10, p. 289. Questions will be 
thoroughly researched and answered in essay format to be turned in for teacher 
evaluation. Students will present an oral response to assigned question to entire 
class (five minute time limit) and respond to questions from class members and 
teacher. Student presentations will be evaluated by peers and teacher, using 
attached rubric. Essay response, peer and teacher evaluations will be used for 
grading this section. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Overhead projector and slides. 

c. Short video clips from: 
CBS: Vietnam-Chronicle of a War 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History 

The End of the Tunnel (1973-1975) 
Homefront USA 
Legacies 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #11: (Boat People and Vietnamese Refugees in the U.S.) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What has been the impact of refugees from Vietnam on the American cultural landscape and how have these recent immigrants adapted to their new lives? 

2. VOCABULARY: refugees, boat people, immigrants; UNHCR; re-education camps; ethnic Chinese, Pol Pot regime; resettlement; Amerasian; illegal immigrant. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Ways the communist government of Vietnam, after 1975, attempted to "re-educaten its population; methods of escape by various segments of the population; pirates of preyed upon the escapees; experiences in relocation camps; 
where refugees settled and means of cultural adaptation in the U.S.; plight of the Amerasian children. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicate ideas clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. research the affects of uprooting from a homeland and relocating in a place 
remote in every way - politically, economically, culturally. 

e. understand and articulate the ways refugees from Vietnam adjusted to life 
in America. 



6. ACTIVITIES (TASKS (DIRECTIONS (STRATEGIES: , 

a. Instructor will use film clips and overhead slides to emphasize major issues 
of lesson and to stimulate discussion of chapter issues. 

b. Students will read Chapter 11, pgs. 293-319 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
considering the questions on page 319. 

7. ASSESSMENT: 

Students will be assigned to a team which will have the responsibility to 
research one of several immigrant groups who have migrated to the United States 
during the last fifty years. Each team will present an analysis of why each group 
came to the U.S. and what problems of adjustment they faced (both adults and 
children, and what, if any, help they received from the U.S. government. Additionally 
each group will summarize the conditions their group faces on an ongoing basis. 
Teams will present an outline of their presentation and will be graded by instructor 
and peers based on attached rubric. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Overhead projector and slides. 

c. Short video clips from: 
CBS: Vietnam-Chronicle of a War 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History 

The End of the Tunnel (1973-1975) 
Homefront USA 
Legacies 
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COURSE GUIDE INSTRUCTOR: Jay Pierson 

COURSE: America & the Vietnam Era 

UNIT #12: (Lessons from Yesterday for Today) 

1. FOCUS QUESTION: What overall lessons can be learned from America's Vietnam Experience? 

2. VOCABULARY: radical, liberal, conservative, ideology, covert war, overt war. 

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Ways that persons with diverse political views (radical, liberal and conservative) explain the "truth" of the Vietnam era; comparison of Vietnam and other military incidents since; what we learn from history, if anything. 

4. SKILLS: evaluate, analyze, compare and contrast information from various sources and apply new knowledge appropriately and purposefully. 

5. EXPECTATIONS: Students will: 

a. watch, listen and read for understanding; enhance appropriate vocabulary 
skills with use; 

b. read and evaluate information effectively; compare and contrast sources; 
listen respectfully, yet critically; communicates idea clearly; 

c. understand and discuss historical events while building an understanding 
of cause and effect in the course of history; 

d. understand and explain the position taken on the justification and 
explanation of America's involvement and subsequent withdrawal from 
Vietnam from the perspectives of radicals, liberals, and conservatives. 

e. articulate their conclusions concerning the lessons this country may have 
learned, or not learned, from its experiences during the Vietnam era. 

6. ACTIVITIES {TASKS {DIRECTIONS {STRATEGIES: • F • 

a. Instructor will use film clips and overhead slides to emphasize major issues of lesson and to stimulate discussion of chapter issues. 

b. Students will read Chapter 12, pgs. 321-341 in primary text, The Lessons 
of the Vietnam War, (ed. Jerold M. Starr), and prepare for class discussion 
considering the questions on page 340. 



7. ASSESSMENT/CULMINATING TASK: , 

Essential Question: If there is any truth to the old adage, "Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it," what lessons can be learned from America's experiences during the Vietnam era? 

Paper: Each student will research and write a formal paper, using standards and style according to the American Psychological Association (APA). The paper will be a minimum of five pages in length, typed (no larger than this font), double spaced, with one-inch margins. In addjtion to the five pages of text, the document will contain a cover page, and mltline page and reference page. The writer will 
concentrate on one of the focus questions which will ultimately lead to a response to the essential question above. 

8. MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 

a. See attached bibliography for this course. 

b. Overhead projector and slides. 

c. Short video clips from: 
PBS: Vietnam: A Television History 

The End of the Tunnel (1973-1975) 
Homefront USA 
Legacies 
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