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TOO EARLY TO :('"ELL LULL HAS [NlIED IN VIETtlNoIt ROGERS CT~IL.,.;~~+='=';;----I 

WASHINGTON -- SECRETARY OF STATE ROGERS 
BELIEVES THE UNITED STATES. "ItJ CEC]DING IrHAT STEPS TO otAKE N ~/' • ... 
IN THE VIETN/4h 'fIM, ... ust CONSIDER TIIAT THE EK£lr.Y RECEnLY I 
DE-ESCALATED THE CONfLICT eY REDUCI.S THE fIGHTING EVEN THOUGH 
HE "fAILiD TO Cl».JliUNICATE "ITH US." 

HE l'IAOE THE RDIARKS AT SAN CLD;EIfT.£, CN..lfORNlA, AUGUST 13 IN 
AN ItiTEftV lEW WIN BROADCASTING Cor;PAIIY. THE IIIT!RV lEW 
WAS TELECAST NATIONALLY. 

SECRETARY ROGERS SAID IT IS TOO IMLY TO TELL "HETtlER THE REC=:NT 
RESIJII:PTION Of K£.AVY FIGHTING IN VIDNAr. UANS AN END TO THE EARLIER 
LULL. H 

"WE HOPE IT"S NOT RPT lOT AN ENC TO THE LULL," HE ADDED. 
THE UNITED STATES, HE SAID, IS IATURALLY uISAPPOINTED THAT THE 

NORTH V IETNNlESE HAVE RESlII'IEU TKE OFfENSIVE. 
"BUt WH£THER nos OF SHanT [;URATlON AND "HETtlER nos NE!IIELY AN 

ATTEI'IPT TO SHOil US THAT THty"RE NCT apt NOT D!SCOUR AGED BY THE 
LOSSES THEY "VE TAKEN, WE"RE NOT RPT NOT SURE," THE SECRETARY STATED. 

ASKID If THERE 15 ANY liANGER UF "IH£ USSR-CQniUIVIST CHINA EORDER . 
CLASH ESCALATING INTO ALL-OUT "AR, SECRETARY ROGERS SAID ·OUR BEST 
ASSESSMENT IS THAT THERE PROeAELY WJLL NOT RPT NOT." 

THE SOJ lETS RECOGNIZE, ME SAlU, lHAT AtlY ATTACK Off THE CHINA 
"AINLAND HIGHT INVOLVE TH&); IN A Sl1UATION ·THAT WOULD eE VERY 
DIffICULT fOR TH~ TO COPE WITH," 

HE 10TED THERE AlWAYS IS A POSSI~ILITY THAT OME Of THE eORDER 
CLASKES COULD ZSCALAlE INTO A ~.AJOR CONfLICT AID "n:At'S ONE Of 
THE THINGS WE 1r0ULv VERY tUCH OPPOSE.· 

PAGE TWO -- ROGERS 
HE SAID THE UNITED STATES wILL AlTEtPt to EEKO'l! !'lORE fRIENDLY 

VITH 80TH THE SOVIET UNION ANi:; C(J."lINIST CHIIA ·TO S£E If WE CAN 
RELIEVE TENSIOKS. w 

"WE'R£ NOT RPT NOT GOING to PLAY OlE AOAIHST THE OtHER," 
HE SAlu, "WE'RE NOT RPT NOT GOIKG 10 EXPLUIT THE ~IffERE~CES 
BETWEEN THE TWO," 

AT TK£. STAtE DEPARTN£NT AUGUST 14, SPOKESMAN CML eMTCH 
WAS ASKED If THE UNITED STAtES wAS DISILLUSIOREU WITH THE PMIS 
TALKS AID IF tHE PROQRAh OF tROOP REPLACIkE~TS IN SOUTH 
VIEINAfil WOULD BE AFFECTED BY THE: STEPPED \lP EKEI'IY •• ILITARY ACllON. 

I'lR. BARTCH REPLIED HE HAl) SEEN "NO RPT NO SIGHS Of ANY DESIRE 
OR INtENTIONS ON THE PART OF tHIS ~INISTRATION TO CONCLUDE" 
TALKS WITH THE OTHER SIDE AT PARIS ~OR to PULL OUT Of tHEM.-

HE SAlD THAT THE ATTITUDE 0; THE NORTH V lETNAl'iESE AIID THE 
NATIONAL LIBERATION fRONT "HAS BEU QUIl! DISAPPOINTING IN THE 
PAST AND COITINUES TO BE." 

tlR. BARTCH POINtED OUT THAT THE "HITE HOUSE HAD SAID EA!~L1ER 
IT VOULD hAKE A SlATDlEYT "LATER TM]S t.OI'lH Ort TROOP REPLAC9IEIITS." 

THEREfORE, PlR. BARTCK ADDElI, HE "OULD HINE 10 aPT NO COI'It. EIIT 
CIII THE hAttER. 

PAGE THREE -- ROGERS 
F ou..OWIIf G IS THE T!'XT 01 TKE UTERV Ii. AS tELECAST BY APC !lEIrlSI 
(IEGII TEXT) 
JOHN SCAllS "THE fIRST ~UiSlION DEALS WITK TWAY"S REPORTED 

fIGHTING SETWEEN RUSSIA. AND CHINESE TROOPS II SINKIAHG PROVIIICE. 
IS THERE DANGER OF THE CONFLICT ESCALATING INTO ALL-OUT WAR?· 

ROGERSa -I tHINK OUR 8EST ASS[Slr.EIT IS THAT T~~E PROSAeLY 
WILL NOT RPT Nt.C»1 tv01f8,33 CCI'ItUKISTS WOUL& eE VERY ILL-ADVISID 



WaUL:> uOUST VERY hUCH IF THE CHUESE COI'.I'.UNISTS WOU1.\) START THAT 
KIND Of ATTACK. I THINK THAT, ON THE OTHER HANu. THAT THE SUlIET 
UNION WOULD REOGNIZE--bOES REcoaIIZE--THAT ANY ATTACK ON THE ~AINLAND 
OF CHINA I'.lOHT ENt.ESH THD'. OR IIVOLIiE THDI IN A SlTUATIOl'l THAT 
WOULD BE VERY DIffICULT f~~ TH~ TO COPE WITH. THEY 
I'IIGHT HAVE UaTIAL VICTORIES, BUT BECAUSE Of THE TREM:NDOUS 
hANPOilER OF CIJII',UNlST CHINA THEY rIIGH! liEl.L GET EOGGED DOWN 
INNI'IAINLAND CHINA 11 A LONG, LONG .AR. SO 1 1I0UBT V£RY "UCM IF 
THEY WOULD START IT. 

-THERE ALWAYS IS A POSSIeiLITY THOUGH THAT THESE EORDER CLASHES 
COULD ESCALATE INTO A ~AJOR CONFLICT AND THAT'S ONE OF THE THINGS 
WE ilOUl.D VERY I'IUCH OPPOSE. WE'D BE VERY UNHAPPY 
U THAT OCCURRElh" 

SCALI: ZlfOW DO ,,£ STAIIJ IN THIS ARGU!'i!:NT, "'R. 
SECRETARY? ARE wE NEUTRAL?" 

PAGE FOUR -- ROGERS TEXT 
ROGERS: WELL. I DON'T LIKE TO SAY WE·RE tliUTRAL. OUR POSITIO~J 

IS THAT WE ARE GOING TO ATTES>iPT TO EtCU;,E ~.ORE FR lEIIDLY ~nH 
BOTH THE SWIET UNION AND C~t,utast CRlIIA. AND ~E'RE NOT RPT HOT 
GOING TO PLAY ONE AGAlNST THE oI~ER. ~EtRE ~T RPT NOT GOING TO 
EXPLOIT THE OIFFERENCES 8£T~EEN THE TVO. SUT WE ARE GOI~G TO SEE IF 
WE CAN RELlE.VE TENSIONS BY BECQ\.ItlG PilIENIlLY ~lTH EOTH OF THEr..· 

SCALI' .~~ VIETN~, SIR, O~ES It LOOK AS IF THE LULL IS 
(lIER NOW?-

ROGERS: "I THHiK n's TOO EARLY to TELL WHETHER THF. LULL IS OIlER 
OR NOT RPT NOT. ~E'Ri IAIURALLY DISAPPOINtED THAT THE ENEttY HAS 
DECIDED AT THIS TI~£ TO StEP UP THE CFFEMSI~E. BUT wHETHER IT·S 
f7 SHORT DURATION AND IIIH£IHER IT'S tlEREL Y AN ATTEl';PT TO SHO'fI US 
IHAT THEY'RE NOT RPT NOT IJISCOUihGIilJ SY THE LOSSES THEY'VE TAKE~! 
WE'RE NOT RPT t~OT SURE. 

"WE HOPE IT'S NOT RPT NOT AN END TO THE LULL. ~E HOPI 
THAt THE 1.ULL CONTIKUES I!£CAUSE IF tHE END;Y WAS "ILLING TO la:-£SCALATt 
THE WAR HI THIS I'IANIER, 1VEN THOIIGH TJlEY fAILED TO C(JIIII:UtIlCATE 
WITH US, THEN WE HANE Te tAKE THAT IN10 OUR CALCULATIO~S IN 
UECIDING WHAT STEPS TO lAKE IEXT,- (ENU TEXT), lIEN 
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