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T00 EARLY TGO AELL LULL HAS ENDEDL IN VIETNAMt ROGERS (TE’_D_(M

WASHINGTON -- SECRETARY OF STATE ROGERS ‘
BELIEVES THE UNITED STATES, "IN CECIDING WHAT STEPS T0 TAKE N slé.’_‘
IN THE VIETNAN WAR, MUST CONSIDER THAT TME EXERY RECENTLY

DE-ESCALATED THE CONFLICT EY REDUCING THE FIGHTING EVER THOUGH

HE "FAILED TO COMNUNICATE WITH US.”

HE MADE THE REMARKS AT SAN CLEWEKTE, CALIFORNIA, AUGUST 13 IN
AN INTERVIEW WIN BROADCASTING CONPARY. THE INTSRVIEW
WAS TELECAST NATIOKALLY,

SECRETARY ROGERS SAID IT IS T0O EARLY 10 TELL WHETHER TME RECINT
RESUMPTION OF HEAVY FIGHTING IN VIETINAK REANS AN END TO THE EARLIER
LULL. H

"WE HOPE IT'S NOT RPT NOT AN END TO THE LULL,” HE ADDED,

THE UNITED STATES, HE SAID, IS NATURALLY DISAPPOINTED THAT THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE RESUMEL THE OFFENSIVE.

"BUT WHETHER IT'S OF SHORT LURATION AND WHETHER IT°S MERELY AN
ATTEMPT TO SHO® US THAT THEY'RE NCT RPT NOT DISCOURAGED BY THE
LOSSES THEY 'VE TAKEN, WE'RE NOT RPT NOT SURE," THE SECRETARY STATED,

ASKED IF THERE IS ANY LANGER UF THE USSR=COMNUNIST CHINA EORDER
CLASH ESCALATING INTO ALL=OUT WAR, SECRETARY ROGERS SAID “OUR BEST
ASSESSMENT 1S THAT THERE PROBAELY WILL KOT RPT KOT.”

THE SOVIETS RECOGNIZE, HE SAID, THAT ANY ATTACK ON THE CHINA
MAINLAND MIGHT INVOLVE THEN IN A SITUATION “THAT WOULD BE VERY
DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO COPE WITH."

HE NOTED THERE ALWAYS IS A POSSIEILITY THAT ONE OF THE PORDER
CLASHES COULD ZSCALATE INTO A MAJOR CONFLECT AND “THAT'S ONE OF
THE THINGS VE WOULD VERY KUCH OPPOSE.®
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HE SAID THE UNITED STATES wILL ATTEXPT TQ EEXONME MORE FRIENDLY
WITH BOTH THE SOVIET UNION ANL COMMUNIST CHINA "TO SSE IF WE CAN
RELIEVE TENSIORS,”

"WE*RE NOT RPT NOT G6OING TO PLAY ONE AGAINST THE OTHER,"

HE SAIb. "WE°RE NOT RPT NOT GUIKG TO EXPLUIT THE LIFFEREKCES
BETWEEN THE TWO."™

AT THE STATE DEPARTNENT AUGUST )4, SPOKESNAN CARL EARTCH
WAS ASKED IF THE UNITED STATES wAS DISILLUSIOREL WITH THE PARIS
TALKS AND IF THE PROGRAh OF TROOP REPLACEMENTS IN SQUTH
VIEINAN WOULD BE AFFECTED BY THE STEPPED UP EREMY MILITARY ACTION,

MR, BARTCH REPLIED HE HAD SEEN "NO RPT NO SIGNS OF ANY DESIRE
OR INTENTIORS ON THE PART OF THIS ALUNGINISTRATION TO CONCLUDE™
TaLKS wITH THE OTHER SIDE AT PARIS “OR TO PULL OUT OF THEM,"

HE SAID THAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE NWORTH V]IETNAMESE AND THE
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT "HAS BEEN QUITE DISAPPOINTING IN THE
PAST AND CONTINUES TO BE,"

#R. BARTCH POINTED OUT THAT THE WHITE HOQUSE HAD SAID EARLIER
IT WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT "LATER THI1S +.ONTH ON TROOP REPLACEMENTS,"

THEREFORE, MR, BARTCR ADDED, HE WOULD HAVE NG RPT NO COMKENT
ON THE MAITER, :
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FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE INTERVIEw AS TELECAST BY ARC WEWS:

( EEGIN TEXT)

JOHN SCALIt "THE FIRST QUESTION DEALS WITH TODAY'S REPORTED
FIGHTING BETWEEN RUSSIAN AND CHINESE TRGOPS IN SINKIANG PROVINCE.
1S THERE DANGER OF THE CONFLICT ESCALATING INTO ALL-OUT wAR?"

ROGERSt “I THINK OUR BEST ASSESSMENT IS THAT THERE PROBABLY
WILL §OT RPT NMOM TVO01¢48,33 COMKUNISTS WOULL BE VERY ILL-ADVISED



\

WOULD UOUBT VERY RUCH IF THE CHINESE CONMNMUNISTS WOULLU START THAT

KIND OF ATTACK, 1 THINX THAT, ON THE OTHER HANL, THAT THE SWIET
UNION WOULD REQGNIZE--LOES RECGGNIZE--THAT ARY ATTACK ON THE KAINLARD
OF CHINA 1ICGHT ENKESH THEM OR INVOLVE THEM IN A SITUATION THAT

WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FUR THEM TO COPE WITH, THEY

MIGHT HAVE INITIAL VICTORIES, BUT EBECAUSE GF THE TREmMENDOUS

MANPOWER OF COmMUNIST CHINA THEY NMIGHT WELL GET EOGGED DOWN
INNMmAINLARD CHINA IN A LONG, LONGE WAR. SO I DOUBT VERY MUCKH IF

THEY wOULD START IT,

“THERE ALWAYS IS A POSSIBILITY THOUGH THAT THESE EORDER CLASHES
COULD ESCALATE INTO A MAJOR CONFLICT AND THAT®S ONE GF THE THINGS
WE WOULD VERY MUCH OPPOSE, WE'D BE VERY UNHAPPY
IF THAT OCCURREL."

SCALI: ZHOW DO WE STARL IN THIS ARGUNENT, MR,

SECRETARY? ARE WE NEUTRAL?"
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ROGERS: WELL, I DON'T LIKE TO SAY VE'RE WEUTRAL., OUR POSITION
IS THAT WE ARE GOING TO ATTENPT TU EECCHE MORE FRIENULY WITH
BOTH THE SOVIET UNION AND CONNUMIST CHINA, AND WE'RE NOT RPT NOT
GOING TO PLAY ONE AGAINST THE OTHER. VE'RE NCT RPT NOT GOING TO
EXPLOIT THE DIFFERENCES BETWZEN THE TwO, BUT WE ARE GOING TO SEE IF
WE CAN RELIEVE TENSIONS BY BECOMING FRIENDLY WITH EOTH OF THER.®

SCALIt "ON VIETNAM, SIR, GUES IT LOOK AS IF THE LULL IS
VER NOW?*

ROGERS: "1 THINK IT'S TOO EARLY TO TELL YHETHER THE LULL IS OVER
OR NOT RPT NOT. WE'RE NATURALLY LISAPPOINTED THAT THE EKENY HAS
DECIDED AT THIS TINE TG STEP UP THE CFFENSIVE, BUT WHETHER IT°S
OF SHORT DURATIUN AND WHETHER IT®S MERELY AN ATTENPT TO SHOW US
THAT THEY 'RE NOT RPT NOT UISCOURAGED BY THE LOSSES THEY'VE TAKEM
WE'RE NOT RPT NOT SURE,

"WE HOPE IT°'S NOT RPT NOT AN END TO THE LULL, VE HOPE
THAT THE LULL CONTIKUES BECAUSE IF TME ENENY WAS VILLING TO DE-ESCALATE
THE ¥WAR IN THIS MANMER, EVEN THOUGH TMEY FAILED TO COMMUNICATE
WITH US, THEN WE MAVE Tu TAKE THAT INTO OUR CALCULATIONS IN
DECIDING WHAT STEPS TO TAKE WEXT.™ (EMD TEXT), ITEN
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