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ROGERS SEOUL DEPARTURE RENARKS AND NEWS CONFERENCE
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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SECRETARY ROBERS' DEPARTURE STATEMENT
AND PRESS CONFERENCE AT KIMPO AIRPORT AS YWE WAS APOUT TO LEAUE'
STOW..

TEXT OF FORMAL DEPARTURE STATEMENT,

TO VISIT KORFA IS TO BE REMINDED FORCEFULLY OF A NUMBER OF
IMPORTANT FACTS OF LIFE.

FOR ONE THING, IT REMAINS TRUE, TWAT TWE PRICE OF INDEPFANDFNCE

_IN MANY PLACES, INCLUDING TME REPUBLIC OF KOR®A, IS CONSTANT
* VIGILANCE. IT SMOULD BE CLEAR BY NOW TO ANYONE THAT TMIS
NATION IS MAINTAINING THE VIGILANCE NECESSARY TO SECURITY.

EACH NATION, OF COURSE MUST TAKE TWE LEAD AND SHPPLY TME WILL
TO DEFEWD ITSELF, KY COUNTRY STANDS EY ITS TREATY OBLIRATIONS
TO OLR KOREAN ALLIES. THFSE OBLIGATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO RF
RESPECTED, 1 BELIEVE THAT THWE LOYALTY OF THE UNITED STATFS TO
ITS TREATY UNDERTAKINGS IS ONE OF THE CONSTANTS IN WORLD
AFFAIRS== AND A STARILIZING INFLUENCE ON INTERNATIONAL EVENTS,

WE ARE FULL OF ADNMIRATION Foﬁgtug EXTRAORDINARY FCONOMIC SUCCESS
STORY OF KOREA, YOUR THIRTEEN PERCENT RATE OF GROWTH LAST YEAR
1S AN ACHIEVEMENT IN WMICH YOU CAN TAXE FRIDE,

OTHER NATIONS IN ASIA ARE MAXING RAPID ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
PROGRESS. I WAVT FOUND TWAT IN ALL CASES TWIS KIND OF PROGRESS
PR INGS WITH IT A GROWING SENSF OF NATIONAL CONFIDENCE=- AND
A PROUW DETERMINATION BY LEADERS AND PEOPLE ALIKE TO STAND

INDEPEMDENTLY ON THEIR OWN FEET. THIS IS AS TRUE IN THE REPUBLIC
OF XOREA AS ANYWHERE FLSF. -7
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YOUR COUNTRY IS RAPIDLY APPROACHMING TWE STAGE OF SSLF-SUSTAINING
ECONOMIC GROWIH, EQUALLY IMPORTANT ARE TW® ADVANCES IN FDUCATION
AND MANAGEMENT WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED SO MUCH TG THE WELL-

BEING OF THE KORKAN PEOPLE. THIS IS INDEED GRATIFYING, IT

SHOWS WHAT CAN BE DONF BY AN INTFLLIGENT AND VIGOROLS P*OPLE,
WITH HELP FROM THEIR FRIFNDS IN THE TARLY STAGRS OF DEVELOFPMENT,
CONT INUING UNTIL YOU REALIZE YOUS FULL SCONCMIC POTENTIAL,

THE THIRD POINT THAT STRIKES OKNE WHEN TRAVELING IN THIC PART CF
THE WORLD IS THE GROWING SWNSF OF REGIONALISNM IN THE PACIFIC
AND ASIAN wORLD. THFERE IS A NEW FEELING OF INTER=-DFPENDEKNCE,

THFRE IS A FRESH DETERMINATION TG COOPERATE FOR MORE RAPID
DEVFLOPMENT, THERE IS A MOUNTING SENSFE OF COMMUNITY ANMCNG THE
NAT IONS.

WE BELISVE VERY STRONALY THAT TWE COOPERATIVE WAY IS THE CORRECT
AND CONSTRUCTIVE WAY TO STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
IN THIS AREA. YOUR L®ADERS, I FIND, FREL THIS JUST AS STRONGLY

AS WE DO,

IN FACT I HAVE FOUND IN MY DISCUSSIOMS WITH THE LEADERS OF KORTA

“THAT OUR VIEWS CGINCIDE ON MANY OF TME GRFAT RUESTIONS OF OUR

TIME, THIS INCLUDES OUR DETERMINATION TO SECURE, THROUGH
PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS, THE WIG"fIOF THE PEOPLE OF THE REPURLIC
OF VIET=¥aM TO DETERMINE THTIR OWN FUTURE WITHOUT OUTSID® FORCE
(R PRESSURE FROM ANY CUARTFR WHATEVFR,

50 THIS VISIT “AS BERN A VALUABLE ONE FOR ME AND MY ASSOCIATES,
DISCUSSIONS IN PERSON SUCH AS I WAVE WAD HERF SERVE 1O NEEPEN
MUT UAL UNDER ST AXD NS,

I CANHOT LEAVE THiS BEAUTIFUL  AND VIGOROUS LAYD WITHCUT X
PRESSING &Y PERSGHAL THANKS TO PRESIDEXRT PARK, THE GOVERNHEET
4MN PRAPLE OF 0374 FOR THE WARIM 24D GENFROUS HOSPITALITY
EXTEXDYD TO rZ a¥h »Y PARTY,

. 717, AS YOU #NQW IN [WE REEENT MONTMS THERE MAT REEN COvf-
DERAPLT CONTROVERSY WERE OVER A PROPOSFD CCNSTITiTICNAL
AMENDEEST TO ALLCY A TMISD TERL FOR TUE PRESIDENT. | “AVE Tuo
GUFSTINRE, FI9S7, wpd TWIT I3SUE DISCUSSFD BETWISH YoURSTLF

ARD THT AGYTT W TaT LEADTSS DUYINE YOLR VIRIT UTSE, 4D €¥00AD



WHAT IS THE POSITION OF TWE UNITED STATES IN RELATION TO TWIS
ISSUR?

A, THAT QUESTION WAS NOT DISEUSSED WITH ME EY ANY GOVERNMENT
LEADERS SINCE 1 MAVE BEEN IN KORTA, AND I THINK THE REASON
THAT IT WAS KOT DISCUSSED WITH NE=-=IT°S NOT A MATTFR THAT
IME UNITED STATES SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED IN AT ALL, SO I
WILL HAVE NO COMMENT ON THE LAST PART OF YOUR QUESTION, TME
INTERNAL DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION IN ANY COUNTRY IS
SONETHING THAT TH® UNITFD STATES SHOULD NOT BE CONCERNED WITH
R EXPRESS ANY OPINION AROUT,

fo WAS THE QUESTION OF OKINAWA BROUGHT UP IN YOUR DISCUSSIONS
HERE WITH THE PRESIDENT, OR TWE PRIME MINISTER, OR THE FOREIGH
MINISTER?

A YES, WE DID HAVE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT OKINAWA AND I EXPRESSED
TO SOME OF THE LEADERS OF KOREA RENERALLY WHERF WE STAND,
_AND THE FACT THAT WE ARE TRYING TO WORK OUT A SOLUTION T0
THIS DIFFICULT PROELEN WITW JAPAN. I POINTFD OUT THAT I THOUGHT
"WE HAD MADT SOME PROGRESS AND I WAS ENCOURARED TO BELIEVE
THAT WE WOULD BE ARLE TO WORK OUT A SOLUTION THAT TOOK INTO
ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS AND THE PUELIC OPINION OF JAPAN, AND TME
SECURITY INTERESTS OF THIS AREA OF THWE WORLD, AND PUELIC
OPINION IN THE UNITED STATES.

¢, DNRe SECRETARY, CAN YOU TELL US YOUR OPINION ABOUT THME
POSSIPLE ORGANIZATION OF A NEW ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY
RGANIZATION?

A WE DIDN'T DISCUSS ANY PARTICULAR ORGANIZATION FOR REGIQNAL
SECIRITY. AS YOU KNOW, IT IS THE POLICY OF THE UNITED STATFS
TO ENCOURAGE ASIAN WATIONS TO CQOPERATE IN REGIONAL WAYS-=
IN THE FCONOKIC FIELD, THE EDUCATIONAL FIELD, THE CULTURAL
FIELD, AND HOPEFULLY, IN TWE SECURITY FIELD. WE HMAD NO SPECIFIC
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ANY PARTICULAR ARRANGEMENT.

¢ DID YOU DISCUSS THE TROOP.REPLACEMFNT PROGRAM IN VIET=NAM
TO ANY EXTENT?:

A YES, I DID. I DISCUSSED THAT WITH THE LEADRRS QF THE
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND 1 Po:anD“aur TC THEN WMY WE HAD
ENRARKED ON THIS POLICY AND WHAT OUR GENFRAL APPROACH WAS TO
THE SITUATION IN VIET=NAM, I REFERRED TO THE SPEECH OF
FRESIDENT NIXON ON WAY f4 AND SAID THAT IT REPRESENTRD OUR
POL ICY. ' ’

I ALSO POINTEDL OUT THAT THE PARALLFLS ARE NOT THT SAME, IN

KOREA OLR PRESENCE IS THE RESULT OF A UNITED NATIONS ACTION,

AND ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOME MILITARY ACTIVITIES HERE, THERE

IS NO MAJOR CONFLICT. WE FEEL VERY DEEPLY TWAT OUR RES-
PONSIBILITY TO KOREA IS NOT ONLY A RESPONSIEILITY OF OUR NATION,
IT IS A RRESPONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS, SO, I DID ATTEMPT
TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO TME LEADERS WERE IN KOREA, AND I HOPE TO

THE PEOPLE OF KORFA, THAT WE DO NOT THINK THAT THE TwO SITUATIONS
ARE ANALAGOUS,

@ MR. SFCRETARY, IN VIEW OF THE LIMITED U.S. TROOP WITHDRAWALS
_ FROM VIET-NAM WAS THERE ANY DISCUSSION WITH THME ROK GOVERNMENT
OF A ROK TROOP WITHDRAWAL IN VIET=NAN?

A NO, THERE WAS NOT. )

8 IF A COLLECTIVE SECURITY ORGANIZATION IS FORNMED IN TME
FUTURE IN THIS REGION, WOULD TME UNITFD STATES ACTIVFLY
PARTICIPATE IN IT? )

A. NO, I THINK THE PURPOSE OF A REGIONAL SECURITY ORGANIZATION
IN THE FUTURE WOULD BE AN ORGANIZATION CONSISTING OF ASIAN
NATIONS, AS YOU KNOW, WE HAVF SRVERAL TREATY OELIGATIONS BOTH
Bl-LATERALLY AND WULTI-LATERALLY IN ASIA. SO I THINK WHAT
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT IS A SECURITY ARRANGENENT THAT WOULD INVOLVE
ASIAN NATIONS AND NOT THMS UNITED STATES OR WESTERN EUROPEAN
NATIONS,

0. WOULD YOU MIND COMMENTING ON YOUR PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS
DURING YOUR BRIEF VISIT MERE, WHETHER THMEY BE POLITICAL,
ECONOMIC, OR WHMATEVER.,

Ae 1 THINK PROBABLY MY PREDOMINANT PERSONAL OBSERVATION WAS
THE FRIENDL INESS OF THE PEOPLE OF XKOREA TOWARD THE
PROPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, AND TOWARD KE AND MY PARTY.
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THIS IS REFLECTED IN THE FACT THAT IN ALL OF MY CONVFRSATIONS,
WITHOUT ANY EXCEPTION, APPRFCIATION WAS EXPRESSED FOR THE
CONTRIBUTION THAT THE UNITSD STATES HAS MADE OVER THF YEARS

TO KOREA, IT* S REFRUSHING TO ME -==AND THAT' S WHY I SAY

IT°S A PREDOMINANT IMPRESSION === IT°S REFRESHING TO WAVE SUCH
UNANINMITY AMONG THE PECPLE IN SHOWING THEIR APPRECIATION FOR
OUR EFFORTS. SFECONDLY, I THINK TWAT THR IMPROVEMENT IN YOUR
FCONOMY HAS BEEN GUITF DRAMATIC, AND WHEN YOU FLY OVER THY
COUNTRYSIDE AS I DID RRIEFLY TODAY, YCU ARE @UITE IMPRESSED
WITH THE CONSTRUCTION AND THE IMAGINATION THAT IS GOING

INTO THE CONSTRUCTION, THE ROADSs ETC., AROUND SEOUL. I THINK
THE THIRD THING THAT IMPRESSED NME WAS THE VIGOR AND VITALITY
OF THE KOREAN PEOPLFE AND PARTICULARLY THE TROOPS THAT WE SAW,
I'F JUST GLAD WE®RE ON THE SAME SIDE, THANK YOU VERY MUCH,
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