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ROGtRS SEOUL DEPARTURE lU.iA~ KS AND "ElliS COlfn-:RENCI!: 

----------------------------.~-----------.--------
FOLLO.IN~ IS TEXT OF SECRETARY ROGERS' DEPARTURE STATEM!NT 

AtIl PRESS CONFERUCE AT KU~PO AIqPORT AS !.IF. WAS AP.OUT TO LF.AV~ 

TEXT OF FORMAl. DEPARTIR! STAl2ME,.T • 

TO VISIT KOI'!!:.:A IS TO BE REI1UDED FOR CEFULL Y OF A NU"'B~R OF 

II'IPORTAfif FACTS OF LIF'!. 

FOR ONE TlJING. IT REI'IAIJIS TIlUE. THAT Tm: PRICE OF IND!PF.NDt::NC!:.: 

. 1M MANY PLACES, INClUDII\I(1 Ttw. R!:.:6UELIC OF KORt::A, IS corJqTANT 
.'.~ 

• VIGILANCE. IT SMOULD 6E ClEAR BY NOW TO ANYONE T}lAT TIlI~ 

NATION IS NAINTAIIIING TNE VIt)ILANCE N~CESSARY TO '::ECURITY. 

EACIf NATION. OF COURSF. MUST TA1<E TtfE LEAD AND SllPPLY TilE WILL 

TO DEFrID ITSELF. foiY COUNTRY STANDS BY ITS TREATY OBLIIlATIONC: 
" .~ 

TO OUR KOREAN ALLIES. T}lFSE OBLIr,ATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO SF. 

RESPF.CTED. I BELIEVE TWAT Ttw. LOYALTY OF TU£ UUT!!) ~TATF.S TO 

ITS TREATY U~~TAKlI¥1S IS ONE OF TilE CONSTANTS 1fI WORLD 

AFFAIIlS-- AND A STABILIZING INFLUElfCE ON INTtl!NATIO"lAL EVENTS. 
,-

Wi AllY. FULL OF ADKIRATIOIf FOR TWE F.~TqAORDINARY F.CONOMIC SUCCESS 

stooy OF KOREA. YOUR TRIRTF.EN PERCENT RATE OF IlROWTH LAST Vr.:AR 

IS AN AC~I£VF.MF..T IN WHICH YOU CAN TAKF. PRIDE. 

OT~ NATIONS IN A~IA ARE MAKING RAPID Ti:COlfOI'lIC AND SOCIAL 
, 

PROGRESS. I HAV~ FOUND THAT IN AiL CAg[S TillS KIND OF PROGR~qS 

£RINGS WITH IT A GROWING SENSI=: OF NATIONAL CONFIDnC!-- AND 

A PROlD DET~I'IINATION BY LEADERS AND PEOPLr.: ALIKf: TO STAND 

III'DF.PEM>ENTLY ON TREIR OIUN F'l!:F.T. TUIS IS AS T1WE IN TilE RtPUBLIC 

OF KOR1<:A AS MJYloJHERE F.LSF .• 
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VOIR COUffTRY IS RAPIDLY APPftOACIIU8 Tift 'nAil! OF Sn,...c;IISTAIlIllfQ 

ECORC»rlC GROVT)f. F,QUALLY IMPORTAIIT AIt! T~ ADVANCES llf c:nUCATIO'f 
, 

AItD I1ANAt;ENENT I41-'ICI{ 'HAVE CONTq!'FUT1W SO MUC\{ TO Til,!: ',ELLo 

~EHlr; OF TH~ KORF-Af.J PEOPLE. TillS IS PID~E:D "RATIFY! NG. IT 

SHOWS 1o/HAT CAll BE DONF. BY AN INH1.LIIlE"T A"ID VIGOROUS P.OPLF., 

WITH 1-II':LP f"ROI'1 TIofI!:IR F'RIFf.JDS IN TilE r.:ARLY STAGr::S OF D~Vr.:LOP~'~NT, 

CONTINUI'l(} U~!TIL YOU REALIZE YOlJ~ FULL ".:CO~!OMIC POn.:r.;TIAL. 

THF: TIlIRD POINT T1-IAT STIlIKES OllE \II\{lPI PAVELING I'l T"I" PAF.1' (iF 

TilE WORLD IS TilE r,qOWINr, St::NSF. OF RmIONALIS~f 1'1 TIl~ PliCIFIC 

A til ASIAN wORLD. THF.RE IS A /jEW FEELIW3 OF I/jTER~Of.PE/jDENCE. 

TWRE IS A FRESH DEURMINATIOIl JO COOPERAT~ FO!'! MORE RAPID 

DEVFLOPNENT. THERE IS A MOUNTINr.: SF:'1S;: OF COM~IUNITY A~;CNG TlH: 

NAT 10"5. 

WE BELIEVE VERY sTRQNhLY THAT TM" COOPERATIVE \lillY IS T\{E CORR~CT 

AItD CONSTRUCTIVE blAY TO STABILITY AI-ID DEV'ELOP(t,EIlT AIllD PEAet:: 

I~ T1-IIS AR!':A. YOiR Lt::ADF.RS, I 1'1 ~Dt FF.EL TillS JUST Ae; SnOI>lGLY 
/ 

AS WE DO. 

IN FACT I HAVF FOUND IN MY DISCUSSIOMC; ~IIT!I TilE L~ADJ:.:RS OF" KORC:A 

'THAT OIR VIn's COIt;CIDE 010J MA"lY OF TIJF.: OR.AT QUESTIO"lC; OF OUR 

TIME. THIS I'I::\.lDES OUR DETr.:P.MIN4TlON TO S~CUR~, TlIqOUGH , 
PF.lICEF'UL NEIlOTIATIOIJS, HE R IG!lT OF TilE PEOPLE OF TIlJ:.: R .. PUBLlC 

OF VIU-'lAM TO DETERMINE T,",=IR OWIoJ F"UTlfR~ WITHOUT OUTSIOe: rOI'lCE 

SO TillS VISIT IJA'; HF."l A VALUABLE OIlE FOR ME A'lD MY AS~OCIATES. 

OISCUSSIO~S ttl PERSON SUCH AS t ~AVF: !lAD 1·!1::q~ Se:RVE TO OEe:P~:N 

I CMH~OT U:.4\jf THIS BEAUTIFUL' AND VIGOIlOUS LA'.JD WITuCUT ~)(g 

DEAAPL'!: CO~TqOVEASY ~ER£ OVER ~ PROPOS~D CDNSTITUTID~aL 
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WIIAT IS THE POSITION OF TilE U~In:D STATES IN ~ELATION TO T"'I5 

ISSUE? 

A. TI1AT I:UESTION WAS NOT DI~.eUSSED WITH PIE EY A"Y GOV~R~MF:NT 

LiADrqS SI~CE I HAVE SEEN PI !(Oq£A, MID I T"'I NK THE REASON 

THAT IT WAS NOT DISCUSSED wITI! ME-- IT· S NOT 1\ IliATTF.R THAT 

TW!: UNITE:O STAn.:S SHOUlD BECOME INVOLVF.D IN AT ALL, SO I 

WILL HAVE NO COMM':NT ON THF. LAST,PAqT 01' YOLR ~UESTION. Tl1[ 
.' 

I~TERNAL DOM~STIC POLITICAL SITUATION HI ANY COUNTRY IS 

SOMETHINr. THAT TH~ UNIT~D STATES SHOUl~ NOT BE CONCERNED WITH 

(R 1!XPlESS ANY OPINION AFOUT. 

I. WAS TIoIE ~U[STION OF OKINAWA BqOUGlrr UP III YOU'l DISCUC;SION9 
/ ."" 

HERE WITH THE PRESIDENT, OR TilE PlUME M~NISTER, OR THE I'OR~IGN 

MINISTER? 

A. YES, IIIE DID HAVE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT OKINAWA AND I EXPRESSED 

TO SOI'iE 01' TI-IE LEADERS 01' KOftEA IlENEqALLY WHEqr:: WE STAND, 

At{) TIiE FACT THAT WE ARETqYI~"TO WORK OUT A SOLUTION TO 

TillS 0 IFI'ICUL T PROELE~i WITH JAPA~. I PO INTr::O OUT TIoIAT 1 T"IOUGI(T 

I(E HAO !'lAD" SOt·IE PROGRESS AND I WAS ENCOURAnEO TO BELIEVE 

HIAT WE WOUlD BE AF.LF. TO WO~I( OUT A SOLUTION TIoIAT TOOK INTO 
, 

ACCOUNT TliE INTERESTS AND THE PI1BLIC OPINION OF JAPAN, AND Tl1[ 

STi:ClfHTY INTF.:RE5TS OF THIS AqEA OF THE WORLD, A~JD PUELIC 

OPUION U TliE U~ITED ST ATES. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, CAN YOU Ti!:LL US YOUR OPI NION ABOUT TilE 

POSSIBLE ORGM/IZAUON OF' A Nr.V A~lA'-1 COLLt:.:CTIV~ SECURITY 

tRGANIZ AT IO'l? 

A. 1~E DID14·T DISCUSS ANY PAqTICULAR ORr,ANIZATION FOR R~GIO~AL 

SECUR ITY. AS YOU l(NOW, IT IS TIn: POLICY OF THE UP<lITED !!lTAT';:S 

TO ENCOURAr.E ASIAN NATIONS TO CQOPEqATE 114 REfHONAL WAYS--

III THE ~CO!-lOMIC FIELD, THE EDUCATIONAL I'I~LD, THE CULTU'?AL 

FIELD, liND HOPEF'ULLY, IN TI-IE Sr.CURlTY FIELD. WE HAD /ol0 SPECIF'IC 

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ANY PAIlTICULAR AqI!ANGEMENT. 

(1. DID YOU DISCUSS Tl-IE TROOP,RF.PLACJ::",,~NT PROGRAM IN VIET~NAM 

TO A NY t:Xn: ''IT'1 . 

A. ~S, I DID. I DISCUSSED TI{AT WITH THE LF:A1JJi'l?S OF THE 
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R~P~LlC OF KOREA AND 1 POINTED"OUT TC T"'~f'i W4Y WE "'AD 

EN!!ARKlID ON Tl{IS POLICY A"lD IOHAT OUR GE~IF.RAL APPROAC\oI WAS TO 

TlIE SITUATION IN Vn:T .. "lAM. I qS:FEl'/l'/EJ TO T4 r.:: SPEECH OF 

FRESIDF.NT NIXON ON 11AY 14 AND SAID TIIAT IT RURESli:NTli:D OUR 
" 

POlICY, 

1 ALSO POINTEr.. OUT THAT THE PA!'IALLlo':LS A~E NOT TI{£ SAME. HI 

KOREA OUR PRESE'lCE IS THE RESULT OF A UNITED NATIONS ACTION, 

AND ALTHOU!HI THERE ARE SOI'!E ~iILITARY ACTIVITIES HERE, THr.::qr. 

IS NO MAJOl'/ CONFLICT. WE FEEL VF:)'/Y DEEPLY THAT OUR RES­

PONSIBILITY TO KOREA IS NOT ONLY A RESPONSI6ILITY OF Ouq NATION, 

IT IS A RESPONSIbILITY OF TIiE UNITED NATIO"lS. SO, I DID ATTEMPT 

TO I'IAKE IT CLEAR TO THE LEADERS HERE IN KOREA, AND I "'OPE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF KOl'lr.A, THAT WE DO NOT THINK THAT THE T~O SITUATIONS . .-
ARE ANAL AGO US. 

bI. MR. SF:CRETARY, IN VIEW OF THE LIMIT£D U. S. TIWOP WITl{DRA"'AL<; 

. f'qOM VIET .. NAN WAS THERE ANY DISCUSSION WIT'" TilE "10K GOV~NM1:.:NT 

OF A ROK TROOP WITHDRAi!AL IN VIEt-'JAM? 

A. NO, THERE WAS NOT. 

Q. IF A COLLJ.:CTIVE SECUqITY O~HlANIZATIO'1 IS FORI",ED IN THl?: 

FUTURE IN THIS REIHON, WOULD TilE UNIHD STIITES ACTIVELY 

PARTI CIPATE U IT? 
/ 

." 
A. NO, I Tl{INK Tl{E PURPOSE OF A REGIONAL SECURITY ORGANIZATION 

IN Tl1F. FUTURE WOULD BE AN Ol'lGANIZATION CONSISTI~ OF ASIAN 

NATIONS. AS YOU KNOW, ~E HAVI'": SJ.:VERAL TREATY OBLIGATIONS BOT'" 

EI"LATER ALL Y AND ['iUL TI"LATERALLY I ~ ASI A. SO I TI-II NK WHAT 

WE' R~ TALKING ABOUT IS A SECURITY ARRA"IGF.~,Y::'1T TI-IAT WOULD INVOLVE 

ASIAN 'lATIONS AND NOT TH~ UNITED STATES 01'1 WESTER N EUROP1:.:AN 

NflT IONS. 

G. WOULD YOU NItro COMI'iENTING ON YOUR PERSONAL OBSE'lVATIONS 

DURING YOUR ERIEI' VISIT I-IEl'/E, WMETHEl'I T~F.Y eE POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC, OR ",uATEVER. 

A. I THINK Pl'/OBA8LY ~Y pqr.DOMI'IANT PE~SONAL OBSEl'IVATIOM WAS 

TlIE FIHF.:NDLINESS OF Tm: PEOPLE OF' ICOilEA TOWARD THE 

F.OPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, ANIl'TO"lARD !'iE AND MY PARTY. 



TlIIS IS REFLECTED IN THE fACT THAT IN ALL OF" rw COW~SATIOtlS, 

ltIITtiOUT ANY EXCEPT 10"1, APpqJ::CIATIOt.J ;/AS ;;XP'lESS~D fOR THE 

CO'lTR IBUT 10 !II T1-I4T THE U"lIT';:O STATES 4AS if.ADE OVE"! TH" Vt:A'lS 

TO KOREA. IT' S REFR~SJ.lI"lr, TO ME ~g~A!)D T\lA1'S Wily I SI;i 

ITo S A PRtOONINANT I!",P'lESSIOt.J a_G IT' S RE~ESHI"IG TO HAVE !':UCH 

UNANIl'IITY AMNI'l TH!'. PEOPLE IN SJ.lOWI'lrl THEIR APP'lECIATION FOR 

OUR UFORTS. SF-CONOLY, I THI'lK TRAT T~r:: !MPROVEMENT It.J YOUR 

J::CO"!OIW HAS BEEN ~UIT>: DRAMATIC, AND WHEN YOU F'LY OVER TH~ 

COUNTRYS IDE AS I DID rrnEF'L Y TODAY, YOU ARE QUITE IMP'lESSED 

\fIITIi TliE CONSTRUCTION A"!D TilE H1MPIATION THAT IS GOING 

INTO THE CO"lSTRUCTION, THE ROAD~" ETC., A'lOUND SEOUL. I THUlK 

THE THIRD THING THAT H1PRESSED I'll'.: WAS TilE 'JWOR AND VITALITY 

OF' T~ KOREAN PF:OPLF: AND PARTICULA'lLY THE TROOPS THAT WE SAW. 

1'1'. JUST I'lLAO WE'RE ON TilE SAMf. SIDE. THANK YOU VERY MUOI. 
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