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NIXON LEFERS DECISION ON FURTHER TROGP REPLACENENTS (65¢)
BY HUGH 0. MUIR
IPS WHITE HOUSE REPORTER (7

SAN CLEMERTE, CALIFORNIA, AUG., 24 44'PRESIDEHI NIXON HAS
DEFERRED HIS FINAL DECISIOK ON TKE NEXT STATE OF U.S. TROOP
REPLACEMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAY UNTIL AFTER HIS RETURN TO WASHINGTON -
IN SEPTEMEBER.

THE REASON, THE WHITE HGUSE SAID IN MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT
SATURDAY, IS THAT THE PRESIDENT WARTS 10 MAKE A FURTHER ANALYSIS
OF THE INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF ENEMY ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIETVAN
IR MID=AUGUST,.

MEANWHILE, THE WHITE MOUSE SAID, THE INITIAL REPLACENENT
OF 25,082 UeSe COMBAT TROCPS IN SCUTH VIETHAN IS PROCEELIRG,

THE INITIAL REPLACENENT OF U.Se TRUOUPS WITH SOUTM VIEINANESE
TROOPS WAS ANNOUNCED JUNE & GN NIDWAY ISLAND BEY PRESIDENT NIXON
AND SOUTH VIETMAMESE PRESILENT THIEU. AT THAT TIKE, MR, :
NIKON HAD SAID FURTHER TROCP REPLACEMENTS WOGULD EE CONSIDERED,

“DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST,"™ &Re NIXCN SAID, “AND AT
REGULAR INTFRVALS THEREAFTER, VE SHALL REVIEW THE SITUATION,
HAVING IN MIND THE THREE CRITEZRIA I HAVE PREVIGUSLY KENTIONED."

THE TMREE CRITERIA WERE, HE SAID, "FIRST, THE PROGRESS
INSUFAR AS THE TRAINING AHD EGUIPPING OF SGUTH VI1ETNANESE FORCESS
SECOND, PROGRESS IN TME PARIS PEACE TALKS3 AND, THIRD, TME
LEVEL OF ENEMY ACTIVITY,"
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WHITE HOUSE PRESS RONALD ZIEGLER REFERRED SATURLAY OBLY TO
"FURTHER EVALUATIOR™ OF THE THIRu CRITERION AS A REASON FOR
DEFERRING THE LECISION,

“THE PRESIDENT IS SATISFIED wITH THE GROWING AEILITY OF THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO ASSUNRE A GREATER SHARE OF THE RESPONSIBILITY
IN THE MILITARY ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIETNAN," MR, ZIEGLER SAlD.

HE HAD NO RPT NC CORMENT ON THE STATUS OF THE PARIS TALKS,
THE PRESIDENT HAD CONFERRED WITH AMEASSAUOR HENRY CAEOT LOLGE,
CHIEF U.S. REPRESENIATIVE AT THE TALMS, FOR AN HQUR FRICAY, BUT
NO RPT KO DETAILS WERE MADE AVAILAELE,

"THE PRESIDENT IN MAY OUTLINED KIS PEACE INTENTIONS,® MR,
ZIEGLER SAID, "PRESIDENT THIEU RAS PUT FORTH PEACE INITIATIVES,
IT IS FELT THAT IT IS TIME FCR A RESPONSE TO THESE
INITIATIVES®™ BY THE NORTK VIETNAMESE DELEGATION IN PARIS,

IN DEFERRING RIS TROOP REPLACEMENT DECISION, MR, NIXCN WANTS
TO ASSESS HOT RPT NOT ONLY THE RECENT LEVEL OF ENEmMY ACTIVITY
BUT ALSO "THE POTENT4AL LEVEL," ACCORDING TO MR, ZIEGLER,
HOWEVER, HE ADDEL, “WE DO NOT RPT NOT WANT TO SUGGEST THAT VWE
HAVE INFORMATION THAT THERE IS THE PROBAEILITY OF A NEW EHEMY
OFFENSIVE,"”

PRESS REPORTS HAL EXPECTED AN ANNCURCEMENT ON FURTHER U,S,
TROOP REPLACENENTS IK SOUTE VIEINA THIS WEEX, THE SATURLAY
WITE HOUSE STATEENT PUSKES FURTHER ARKQUNCIREKTS INTO SEPTENFPER,
MR. NIXON IS5 SCHEDULED TU RETURN TG WASHINGION FRCM HIS FOUR-WEEK
CALIFORNIA VISIT AROUHD SEPTEhE’R 7. THE WEXT TRCOP ARNEOUNCEMENT

"OULL COME "WITHIW WEEKS OR DAYS™ OF THE RETURK, ACCORDING TO

MR« ZIEGLER,
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MEANWHILE, THE PRESILENT COMTINUES VITH A REGULAR WCRK
SCHEDULE AT THE WESTERK WHITE HOUSE, ON MONUAY HE NEETS WITH HIS
URBAN AFFAIRS COUNCIL, ON TUESDAY HE MEETS WITH HIS EMIRCNMENTAL
QUALLTY CONTROL COUNCIL, O¥ WEDKESUAY HE WILL EE HOST TO FORMER
PRESIDENT AKD kRS, JOHNSON, FOR A 6IST EIRTHDAY PARTY FOR THE
FORMER CHIEF EXZCUTIVE AND THEN A LEDICATION OF A GROVE CF GIANT
REDWQOOD TREES TO EBE NANED FOR MRS. JUGHASON, ON THURSDAY MR, HIXON
WILL MEET WITH HIS QUADRIAD == KIS FOUR TOP ECONONMIC ALVISERS,

THE PRESIDENT ALSQ HAS FOUND TINE TO RELAX DURING HIS WORKING
VACATION IN HIS HOME STATE. HE HAS PLAYED GOLF NEARLY EVERY
AFTERNQON, USUALLY WITH HIS SON-IN-LAW, UAVID EISENHOWER, AND HIS
ATTCANEY GENERAL AKD CLOSEST CCKFIL ANT, JOMM HITCHMELL, SATURDAY
NIGET HE ATTENDEL AN EXHIEITION FOGOTEALL GAMNE IN THE LGS
ANGELES COLISELK:.

AT THE MID-POINT IR HIS CALIFORMIA STAY, THE PRESIDENT
APPEARS HEALTHY. SUN=TAMNEL AND RELAXEL =~ AND TVEN THE HARRIED
WHITE HOUSE STAFF a&KD THE WUARKING PRESS HAVE FOUND TIME TO GET
DOWN TO THE BEAGH, ITEM



