A

,  tile/subj

date/sub-cat.

7

QUAN DOI NHAN DAN REVIEWS U.S, DEFEATS

.
Hanoi Domestio Service in Vietnamese 1115 GMT 5 Aug 69 8§~
[5 August QUAN DOI NHAN DAN article: rpe Verious Phases of the U.5. Defeats"]
[Text] Beating one's own head and claiming compensation.

In the early days of August 1964, the U.S, imperialists staged the "beating one's

own head and olaiming compensation" farce in the Gulf of Tonkin, then resorted to
piratic acts. TFrom noon to the evening of 5 August 1964, their aircraft struck the
Bean Thuy, Hon Gai and Lach Truong ports and so forth. On that day, our armed forces
and people gave the enemy an appropriate gounterblow, The New York TIMES complained
that the U.S. Alr Force had sustained rather serious losses and damages from communist
antiaireraft. But the U8, warlike ringleaderr continued to believe that striking
North Vietnam was the best way to retrieve their losing posture in the south.
Acoording to AFP, U,S. Air Force Chief of Staff LeMay threatened: s

yorth Vietnam must be careful, or it wili -¢ bombed back into the stone age. Under
the rain of U.3. bombs North Vietnam cannct surv:v: for more than & few weeks." [words
indistinet] White House and Pentagon personalities estimated that scme light blows
would suffice to make North Vietnam regret ite action, according te AFP., They wvers
afraid of one thing only: Protests from the majJority of public opinion. That 1s why
they loudly sang the refrain about North Vietnem aggression.

Retaliation

Using the attack on the Pleiku airfield as an excuse, on T Fsbruary 19565 Johnson
cried loudly for revenge. U.S, planes bombed the Dong Hoi municipality, but four of
them were downed. On B Pebruary 1965 the Americans, &ccompénied by puppet planes,
attacked Dong Hoi, Con Co, and [name indistinoct], but nins enemy planes were downed.
On 11 February 1965 the Americans widened the ares of attack from Vinh Linh to Nghe
An, losing nine plunes with ome pilot captured.
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®Apfter each failure, the United States engages in a new adventure," remarked the New York
TIMES on 16 April 1966. That time, the adventure had begun on 31 January 1966 when
nine U.S. aireraft were downed in Vinh Linh, Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, and Nghe An . Three

days afterwards, on 3 February 1966, fighting skillfully, Nghe An wiped out a group of

three U.8. aircraft while the Vietnamese Peaople’s Air Foree downed two A-64 ajrcraft
ovar Hea Binh.

Within the U.S. ruling c¢ligue, such men as McN 1ara realized that "U.S. bombs dropped
on North Vietnam have heightened the Vietnamese's spirit.” But the fanatics still
yelled: ®North Vietnam mist be completely destroyed." As of 31 January 1966,

U.S. aricraft bombarded the industrial centers in Hon Gay, Cam Pha, and Viet Tri, our
dikes, dams, and irrigation structures.

B-52's bombed western Quang Binh.On 29 June 1966, Johnson sericusly escalated by sending
U.S. aircraft to strike the suburbs of Hgpol and Haiphong.

The warlike clique attentively toock our heart beat, expecting an indication of our
embarrassment; but, on the contrary, it was they who were embarrassed. Answering Uncle
Ho's "nothing is more preious than independence and freedon™ appeal, our entire armed
forces and pecple dealt the enemy viclent blows. Im July 1966, the north downed 123
U.8. aircraft. The U.3. press again lamented: "The North Vietnamese antiaircraft

fire net is terribly effectively," said NEWSWEEK; "the air war is really expensive for
the United States," wrote AP; "the U.S. ﬁilots flying missions to North Vietnam are in

a dangerous situation,™ sdid UPI, and Johnson also, sat precariocusly on his war ladder.

Following the failures of 1966, in 1967 Johnson recklessly took a new adventurous step.

In February 1967, Johnson announced three new measures: using long-range heavy

guns installed south of the demilitarized zone to fire at the north, using artillery

Piéees on the warships of the 7th Fleet to strike the ccastal areas, andlaying mines

in rivers, canals, estuaries, and coastal waters. A few months afterwards, Johnson

climbed to the top of his war ladder. As of 29 April 1967, U.S. aircraft continuously
struck fiercely at heavily populated areas in Hanol and Haiphong. But the result was

the Johnson and his advisors were surprised by the North Vietnamese's tenactiy," wrote

UPI on 9 May 1967. "Clearly, the bombing of North Vietnam has failed to prevent the

Viet Cong's activities in South Vietnam; these activities have nonetheless rapidly increased
since the beombing began,” said the New York TIMES on 2 November 1967. "The United

States is paying a terribly high price while receiving nothing. The war has been deadlocked,”
USIS reported on 11 July 1967.
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e+ The higher they esoalated the war, the heavier the defeats they sustained

_The Americans dropped almost 1 million tons of bombs to destroy the northern part of

our country. Thisz is half again &6 much- as the total quantity of bombs dropped by

them during 3 years of the Korean war--635,000 tons--almost twice the total quantity
aers, - OFf bombs dropped by them and their allies on the Pacific areas during World War 11--502,785

- tons--or six times the total quantity of bombs dropped by them oOn Japan-—160,000 tons.
In early July 1967, an investigation committee of Japanege gclentists asserted: We have

+.~ experienced the U.8. imperialists?! atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasakl. We can
assert that the destruction of Ho Xa, Vinh Linh, 18 equal to that of Hiroshima or Nagaaaki."

wntcm Yet the Americans were defeated. MecNamara himself admitted that North Vietnamese industry
continued to develep, ald from socialist countries continued to flow in, the North
Vietnamese antiaircraft network continued to be strengthenad and became increasingly more
. efficient, the North Vietnamase economy had not eollapsed, and the U.S. Air Forcels
er~.- losses were high, according to APP on 2 February 1968.

In the meantime, the southern revolution stepped into the phase of general offensive

. and uprisings. As & result, the Americans had to adopt a defensive strategy in South

g Vietnam and deescalate the war in North Vietnam by ordering a limited bombing on 31

«+ - March 1968. At the Paris conference, opened on 13 May 1968, the Americans stubbornly
refused to unconditicnally end all bombardments against ¥orth Vietnam, . But fthe load

{5 too heavy. It must be thrown away," according to a U.S, newspaper on 20 July 1968.
e "the U.S. Alr Force throughout ths world lacks everything," said U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT
on 16 September 1968, That 1is why the Americans on 1 November 1968 the Americans had to
agree to unconditionally end the bombardments against the entire DRV territory.

. Up to that day, North Vietnam had downed 3,243 U,8.planes of U7 different types,
TSP produced by 17 firms [words indistinct }F~including six B-5218 and several types of the
' - ... most modern U.S. planes such as F-4¢, F-105B, F-105E, F-111A, A-6A, and A-7. Up to

that day, 143 U.S. warships and ranger ships had been sunk or damaged, ineluding large
ships such as the New Jersey, canberra, and {?8aint Paul) and destroyers such as the
Maddox, (7Chandler), and se ferth,

aggibgFﬁ' The Americans are still stubborn

Previously, Nixon criticized Johnson for everything, paving the way for his being elected
president. He stated: "Eight years ago we had a big strategic ammunition depot, but

Johnson has used it in the Vietnam war, exhausting it seriocusly, Therefore, the capabilities
of coping with future important crises have decreased,” according to REUTERS on 24 Qctober 1968

Now Nixon {7has changed) his tune. He still refuseé to relinquish the U.S. aggressive scheme,
He continues pouring money and weapons i{nto South Vietnam, where he will only court
heavier setbacks than did Jchnson.

While the Americans fail to draw any lesscn from their defeat, the Vietnamese pecple

have had many experiences in defeating the enemy, aware of his stubbornness. The

Americans are very stubborn, but our pecple have succeeded in forcing them to unconditionally
end the bombing of North Vietnam, Qur people will certainly be able to compel the

Americans to completely withdraw U.S. and satellite forces from South Vietnam without

imp esing any condition on the Vietnamese people. Such 1s the path of defeat the Americans
have followed and will have to follow.



