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Mr. BROOMFIELD, Mr. Speaker,
those of us who support the President’s
policy in Vietnam realize that its ulti-
mate success hinges on the ability of the
Vietnamese to assume the major burden
of the conflict, In this regard, there have
been a number of encouraging signs in
recent weeks. I was privileged to receive
an especially optimistic report from Mr.
Richard Hretz, a resident of my con-
gressional district and a Deputy provin-
cial senlor adviser with the U.S. Agency
for International Development, who has
just returned from Vietnam. I call my
colleagues attention to the following
article which appeared in the Royal
Osak, Mich_, Dmily Tribune, based on an
interview by Mr. Hretz:

NIXON “PACIFICATION" WOREING, SAYS VISIT-
NG VIET ADVISER

(By Evelyn Dysarz}

In the South Vietnamess twilight, s US.
official watched distant fsmes engulf hill-
side hamleta.

The fires, set by Viet Cong to terrarize the
mountain falk of northerm Phouc Long
province, also jlluminated the problems fac-
ing former-Detrolier Richard Hre<d Hia job
was to develop the econemie, soclal and po~-
litienl fabric of South Vietnam desplie the
WL,

“In my last Aive or six monihs we had
almost got the problem licked.” he sald. “The
people were caming to us for advice rather
than as golng to them.

“The '‘pacification’ program has been going
xery well sinvce Mizxon took over. There's been
a change of emphasls from the (American)
ambassador on down,

“The new nams of the game is to advise
the Vietnanwse, but let themn decide and do
it. Before we would decide and bulld what-
ever was Deeded.”

Hretz told aof his two-year stay In Viet-
nam when he brought his wife and six chil-
dren to visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles W. Lynch of Royal Oak.

Hretx I1s a deputy provincial eenlor ad-
viser with the U.5. Agency for Internatjional
Development (AID) in Vietnam. While there,
his wife and chlldren, then ranging in age
from three months to nine years, live In
Bangkok, Thailand.

“The normal things we would do in peace-
time, such as bullding schools and establish-
ing a sound palitical base and economie
growth, we have to do under war conditions,™
sald the 40-year-old Hrets

“We were also responsible for training of
vilagers [or defense of their village.”

American military, Vietnamese and Amer-
ican civillans made up the ATD program in
Vietnam, he sakd.

TREACH TU HELF SLLFP

Under the “pacifieation” program, the of-
fiicials also advised the Vietnamese how to
provide public works services for themselves,

ATD gave each village the equlvalent of

© #8000 after all village officlals were slacted
aml the village’s defense, calied Reglonal
Forces, formed, he aald. Use of the money,
which could buy fertilizer for a growing sea-
son or finance water wells, was left up to the
villagers,
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“It took up to three monthe to convince
some elected chlefs they could use the money
Ireely,” he sald. “Some didnt want to gpend
the money becausa of thelr tremendous Tear
of failure, of loging face.”

Two Vietnam provinces where he was sta-
tioned, both in the northern part of the
couniry, provide shidles In contrast.

FLAT FARMLANS

While in the province of Long Ehang dur-
ing the last part of his two-year stint, “en-
emy actlvity dropped off drastically,” he sald.
“We were able to provide 100 per cent pro-
tectlon to the population’ of that flat farm-
Iand ares, he satd.

The province, populated by Catholics who
fled from North Vietnam in 1854, was 95 per
cent self-sufficient, he sald. Glant strides in
schools, roads and the planting of a high-
yleld hybrid rice were made In the strongly
antl-Communist provinee, he said.

Viet Cong activity fell aff for two reasons,
sald Hretz. One was the introduction of the
4,000 soldiers In the 189th Light Infantry
Brigade. The other comes from the attltude
of Viet Cong who believe they are “winning
the wur on the sireets of the U.S. although
losing it in Vietnam. They believe they will
get thelir goal anyway,” he satd.

MOUNTAIN AREA

Before coming to Long Khang, Hrets was
statlorved in 1968 In Phowe Long provines, the
mountainous horne of the hon tagnard tribes.
There he waiched the fires burn peasant
villages.

Sonth Vietnamese cobdxol of the northern
province consisied of foar clty enclaves which
were surrounded by mountains, lush “four-
Hexr” thick jungies and Viet Cong. Helicop-
terg connected the friendly dote on the pro-
vinctal map.

In Phouc Long, sald Hretx, the ‘‘struggle
was 10 stay alive snd protect the people.”
Minety per cent of the populstion huddled
into the four cities, he pald, and depended om
welfare for food and clothing.

BAKELY BCEATCHED

“If ever there is peace, Vietnam would ha
a8 wonderful place for econamic development,.
We've barely scratched the gurface now.”

With peace, Hrei2 sees the TS comhbat
soldier leaving and the military adviser stay-
ing. “The people really must deal with the
Viet Cong them=selves. It's a local prohlem.
The Viet Cong wouuld have to fit into the
political fabric ot be contrclled legally.”

If given a free cholce, Hretz thinks the
South Vie:namese will form scine type of
democracy. They belleve in the basic self-
determination, he sald There would be no
self-determination if the Natlonal Liberation
Pront ran the country, he said, but rather
a “Stalinist™ type of politleal orthodoxy.

BURBEIST OAIENTED

“The people have a Buddhist-oriented
mind which 1s very hard to understand,”
sakd Hrete “They are very piactical. They
will secept the best they can achieve now,
What they can taks today, they will, and
wait for tomorrow for the rest. But they
never give up their dealx ™

Hrets satd, therefare, the Viet Cong would
probably allow themselves o ive under n
democratic gavernment and bide thelr time.
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