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SGUTH ViVYHAM EXPECTS TO BE ABLE TO TAKE OVER OuwN DEFENSE ¢i9@:

CAMBENR 3~~THE REPUBRLIC OF VIETNAM wILL BE FULLY ARLE IC TAKE OVER
ITS DEFRASE WITHIN TVWD OR THPEE YEARS, 1IN THE GPINION OF WMINRISTER
WITH OUT PORTFOL 10 DR. PHAN CUANE DAN.

ADDRESSING THE RATIOMAL PRESS CLUR HERE DECEMPER (8§, DR. DAY Salb
“IN THE PAST FoW MOWTHS THE AMFRICANS HAVF DECIDED TO FULL OUT
186,200 "ROOPS, WITHIN Two 0% THREEZ YEARS WS wILL PE FULLY
ABLT TO TAKF CQVER,

"RIGHT NOW WE CAM TAXE CARE OF THE NATIONAL LIFERATION FRONT,
BUT THERF ARE MANY MOPTH VIETNAMESE YROOPS IN THE SOuTH AKD It
WL Tak® US T¥W0 OR THREY YEARS TO BE ABLY TO COPE WITH THESE
TRO0PS, BUT IN THE NMEANTYIWKE WE WANT TO SET PEACE THROUGH HEGOTIATIONS,
BUY AS LOME AS THERF IS N0 AGREEMENT AT THE CONFERENCE TARLE
WE MUST DRFEMD QURSELVES.

DR, DAY SAID MORE EMPHASIS SHOULD HAVE BEEN PLACED ON THE
VIETHAMEST ARMY AND ON UEUTRALIZIRG COMMUNISYT CADRES. HE SaAlD
THE BEST VAY TO FIGHT THIS WAR WAS TO HAVE LISHTLY ARMED COUNTIR
GUERT ILLAS AND A STRONG POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, BUT ON THE WHOLE
TUE AMFRICAN COMMITHMENT HAD ACHIEVED ITS AIM OF STAaRILIZING
SQUTH VITYvaM, ITEM
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