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E'SET‘;SH ADVISEP TRIEWS U,S., SOUTH GIETHAN CAN VIN JUST PEACE (540

WDATED) ~=THE PRPUEL 1C OF VIETHAM AND THE UNITED STATES ARE

v gngglggON »FRON WHICH THEY CAY WIN" A JUST PEACE ARD MAINTALK
AN TEDTPENDENT, RON-COMMUNIST SOUTH VIETNAM, ACCORDING T0 A
PR 17 18" GUERRILLA EYPERT,

Igﬁg 059?nvirzon MADE EY SIR ROEERT THOMPSON CONTRASTS wITH
p VIFY HE TOOK ONE YRAR AGO WHER WE CONCLUDED THAT THT UNITED
SIATES VAS FNTRAPPED ANDL THAT NEIIE%;FE§%§TARY NIGHT NOR
NEGOT [AT 10% COWLD END THF VIETHAM )
‘E°?Eg“ﬁész RECENT ASSESSMENT VAS MADE EY SIR RORERT AFTER
PRESIDENT MIXOF ASWED KIM 10 RETURN TO SOUTH VIETNAM AWD “GIVE
MT A FIRST MAND, CANDID AND COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT REPORT ON
THE SITUATION THERE," TVE VISIT WAS MADE IN SOVEMBER AND SIR
R0EERT DESCRIEFS THF IMPROVEMENT KE SAw A4S " INCONCEIVAELE,

~yHE MOST IMPOPTANMT TWING I SAV IN THE VILLAGE AND HAHLETSQ
Turs TIM® WAS MMAT I DID %0T SPT ¥OT SEE: ANY vILLAGERS DIgelINe
FUNKTRS IM QP AROUND TWTIR MOUSES.™ TNE PEOPLE, HE EXPLAINED,

mow FELT SKCIRFW,

PAGY 2--FRITISH ADVISF®

¥R THONPSOX HFLPTD DWSIGM THT FPITISH STRATEGY TO RID MALAYA
OF COMMUMISY GUERRILLAS IN THRE IS5P5 AND wWAS HEAL OF THME ERITISH
ADVISORY MISSIOM 1IN VIFTHAN FROM §561 TO 1965, HE HAS VISITED
SOUTH VIFTRAM THREE TINRS SIHCE AS AN ADVISER TO THE AMERICAN
GOVERENMENT

1S POOK, “NG ®PT NO E¥IT FROM VIETHAM,” WRITTEM LAST YEAR,
WAS WIGHLY PESSIMISTIC AZOUT ALLIED CHANCFES FOR A SATISFACTORY
TND TC TWE CORFLICT,

MIg MOST RECRNT VIS1T, HOWEVER, AT THE REQUEST OF PRESIDENT
NIX0¥, RESWLTED IN g HIGHLY OPTINISTIC REPCRT. IN AN INTERVIEW
WITH WASHINGTCN POST WMITEe ALFRED FRIENDLY I¥ LONDON, SIR RORERT
DECLIMFD TC DISCLOSE YHAT KIS RECORMRENDATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT
WERE. "EUT TVE AMALYSIS OF THE SITUATION AS HE SAM IT MADE 1T
CERTAIN THAT HE WpS URGIMG A COURSE UERY SIMILAR TO THAT VHICH
THF PRESIDENT AND THE AFFRICAN MILITARY COMMAND BAVE ALREADY
TAYEN," MR, FRIEFNDLY REPORTED,

“SIR ROBFPT SAID THAT THERE SHOWLD PE NO 2PT HD MORE
CONCF SSIONS FROM THE AMERICANSQOUTK VIETNAM SIDE IN ANY PEACE
TAL¥S, BUT RATHER A COMTIMIED VIETNANIZATION OF THE KILITARY
AYD PACIFICATION EFFORT, AND A FIRM ADHERENCE TO TPE CLEAR-ANDeHOLD
STRATEGY THAT HAS REPLAERD THMF FOWMER AND IM WIS OPINION
DISASTIROUS == SEAPCH ANL DESTRQY PATYTERPN,® MR, FRIENDLY SAID.

PAGY. $-<BRITISH ADVISER
TH® COMMURIST FORCTS WAVR PESP PADLY WINT, “WE -~ MEANING

THE VEST == HAVE NOT RPT NOT UNDERSTOOD HOW™ RADLY THEY MAVE
BELN HURT," SIP ROPERT SAID. HE ESTIMATED COMMUNIST LOSSES
AT WT4RLY 75F #2722 AND DFSCPIBFD THEIR TET OFFENSIVE IN 1988
AZ SUICIDAL.,

ALTHOUCH SIR ROEERT BYLIEVES THE RORTH VIETNANESE HAVE NOT
RPY NCT CHANGFD THEIR INTENTIONS -- THEY STILL waNT TG CONQUER
THE SCUTH o= HE SAID THEY MAVE LOST THEIR EFFECTIVE ASSAULT
CAPACILITIES, THE LCSSES, HE SAID, “WERE THE CREAW" OF THE NORTH
VITTRAMESE ARMY.

THE IMPROVENMENT IM THZ SCUTH CONCERHS NOT RPT HGT ONLY
THE MILITARY, BUY ALSO THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SQCIAL AND
PACIFICATION SITHATION, ME IMDICATED,

“HIS FORECAST FOR A RELATIVELY PEACEFUL COUNTRY," NMR. FRIEKDLY
REPORTED, “THREE YEARS FWON NOW,. 100K INTQ ACCOUNT AMERICAN
TROGP EE%HDQAWAL OF WHAT HE SURMISES IS PRESIDENT HIXOR°S
TINFTAEL®, ME SAID FE AGREFD WITH MR, NIXON, HOWEVER, THAT
THOSR WITHEDRAWALS WOULD HaVE TO BE CARRIED OUT WITM DUE REGARD
TC THF PACEF OF NORTH VIEUMANMESE oRIMFGRCEMENTS.” ITENM
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