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This statement is designed to answer the quest.ions which have ueen raiscd by the Go\"ernment of the Republic of Vietnam about new meet.ings in Paris. 
Prior to the President's announcement of October 31 of the stop­ping of bombing- against North Vietnam, agreement had been reached in Paris between North Vietnamese and U.S. negotiators that a meeting to discliss a peaceful settlement in Vietnam should be convened in Paris. 
During the earlier discussions with the North Vietnamese repre­sent-ati ,'es, n.s. spokesmen made clear that the stopping of bombing and the holding of such a meeting would not be possible withont agreed provision for the participation of the Republic of Vietnam as a separate deIe,gation forming with the U.S. delegation one side of the meeting. U.S. negotiators made clear to I-Ianoi t.hat it might bring on its side of the-table any personsjt wished. 
The :~torth Vietnamese representatives in Paris accepted this pro­posal and indicated that they would bring. to the meeting members of tlw so-called National Liberation Front. 
In the light of these facts the arrangements agreed in Paris pro· vide in essence for a two-sided meeting. Hanoi clearly understands that ollr side will be constituted as separate delegations of the Republic of Vietnam and the United States. 
Whatever others may claim and however they may organize their side, the United States has not agreed and will not agree that the meeting iS1 or can correctly be described aS 1 a fOllr-sided or four­party conference. 
Consistent with our "iew of the nature of the so-called National Liberation Front, we will regard and treat aJI the persons on the other side of the table-whatever they might claim for themselves­as members of a single side, that of I-Ianoi, and for practical pur­poses as a single delegation. 
In the discussions between the l'nited States and North Vietnam­ese negotiators it was made clear throughout that, whomever Hanoi chose to bring on jts sioe the arrangement in\·olved no element of recognition whateyer. 
The U.S. Go\-ernment has repeatedly made clear, publicly and pri­vately, that it does not recognize eIther the National Liberation Front or the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam). (',oncerning the so-called National Liberation Front in particular, the U.S. Government has at all times regarded it as a creation of 
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North Vietuum and an agent of Hanoi's aggression against the Republic of Vietnam. The K ationa! Liberation Front is not in any sense a separate entity, much less a go\-ernment. . Following t he stopping of the bomLing of ~ .... orth Vietnam, if Jlanoi fulfills its repeated undertakings to enter into serious talks­undertakings repNlted thronghout the ('ontacts between North Viet­namese and .\llwriC'un repl'esentati\'es in Paris-the North Vietnam­ese delegation must. talk dirertly and seriouSly with the Republic of Vietnam's delegation. 
In the Paris mpetillgs, the Hepllulic of 'Vietnam delegation will playa Jeading role, as was explicit.ly affirmed in the IIonolulu com­munique of .luly. TIH' Repllblie of ,""ietnam will take the lend and be the main spokesman on all matters which are of principal concern to South Vietnam. 
The new Paris meetillgs will be expected to explore all a\"ellneS to end COllllllunist ag,!!ression ug-uinst the Republic of V)etnflm and to reach n peaceful settlement. They will start with a clean slate. The sole fl,!..!Tt'enwnt:-; that il:lY(, been reached in the earlier Paris talks betwee-n North "\-ietnamese and U.S. representatives IUl\'e concerned the stoppin~ of bombing and the COll,"erling of a new meeting'. The Fnited States considers tliat there call not be productj"e talks ill an atmosphere \yhf'l'€' tile ritirs fll'(' bf'ing silt'lled and the D~rZ is being abused. 

In the He\y Illrrt ill,!!:S the r.s. (;O\-(-,J'IlJl1ent will operate in the ('Ios­est cooperation with the Hepublic of Vietnam, and in continuing consultation \yith the nations that lin '-c contributed military forces to the defense of South Vietnam. . The Sllbstanti"e position of the C.S. Gon~rlllllent. will be. based Oil respect for the sO\-en·ignt.y of the Rcpltblic of Viet.nam, and on the joint communiques of l'fanila and Honolulu. In particular, t.here. has been no change wliatp,-el', nnd ,vill be no change, in the position of the U.S. GorernInent toward a so-culled coalit.ion in South Vietnam. The U-nited States dops not belie\'e aggression should be rewarded and will not recognize an" form of gO\'ernment that is not freelr choscn through democratic' and legal process by the people of South Vietnam. The imposition of allY coalition gorcl'nment would b~ in conflict with tllis principlt'. 


