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So with unemployment down, with revenucs up, with a halanced
budget, with our boys home from Cambodia, our men home from the
Pueblo, the Apollo coming in as it has, as T told you this morning, Mr,
Vance says be believes swe can get going in substantive talks after his
return there, and swe are just praying that can be true. The one thing
that mars all of our hopes and wishes this Christmas is that our men arc
away out there protecting us,

But the casualty rates are down. We arc just hoping that we can
have some progress in Paris. If we can do that, we would just almost
throw our hats in the air.
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THE PARIS PEACFE TALKS

Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Vance give you anything
in the way of specifics on why he thought we would now
move into a substantive part of the Paris talks?

THE Presmrent, He expressed the hope that when he
got back, progress could be made.

¥ % ox
EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS WITH VIETCONG

Q. Mr. President, do we have any reason to believe
that the Victeong offer to exchange prisoners had any
substance to it?

THE PresmeNT. T don’t think T would want to com-
ment on that kind of a question.

PARIS PEACE TALKS

Q. Mr. President, in terms of Mr. Vance’s hope for
progress in Paris, can you give us any specifics, sir, on
what progress has been made?

THE PresmENy. Not any more than what I said to
Helen.,

Q. Pardon me, sir?

THE Presment. Not any more than what I said to
Hclen,
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THE PRESIDENT'S GOALS UNTIL JANUARY 20

Q. Sir, I wanted to ask you if you had any particular
goal between now and January 20th that you would like
to achicve, something that you feel would be summing up
your 5 ycars,

TuE PresweNt. 1 have a lot of them, Helen, but I
don’t know that we will do any of them. I think we don’t
want 1o ask too much. A Jot ol good things have comne in
afew days, ‘

The one thing that would make us all happicr than any-
thing else is to have a truce in Vietnam and to have sub-
stantial progress toward peace, and make progress on sub-
stantive matters, (o cut out all of this dillydallying—- talk- !
ing about where you sit at the tables, who comes in fiest,
who spueaks first, and all that.




But I think the thing that nearly every Americing winits
more than anything clse is to have our boys hame, We
just had the best Christinas T think we nearly ever had.
Everyone was gav, healthy, happy, prosperous, Butl you
just couldn’t look at cither one of these little babics with-
out knowing that-their daddy was gone. As a matter of
fact, we talked to them at Da Nang the other night. Pat
had slipped off up there Christmas and spent a dav with
Chuck. He had to be out at 4 o’clock, We heard their
voice on the phorie and had to make the baby cry a little
50 her daddy could hear her voice. The Jjttle bov got
stubborn and didn’t want to talk, but I tickled him scine
and let his daddy hear his voice.

"These are just two of 530,000, Those other men have
babics, too, at horne. It would just be paradise if we could
-end that thing. But we must end it with honor.

As Mrs. Johnson has said so often, if we have to de-
fend what we bclicve in, and we have to carry out our
proniiscs, and some men are going to have to be there, we
are glad ours are there with them, althou gh I will tcli you
it is pretty hard for every woman to kind of understand i,
I imagine it is so even for the little boy. He goes up and
hears his daddy’s voice played back to him on tapc and
kisses his picture. Things of that kind wring your heart,
Peace—that is what all of us want more than anything
else.

Advances in space arc wonderful. Great movements
forward in cducation aud health, that is good. Making
this a more beautiful land, ail we have dnne in consaryva-
tion, we are thanklu! [or that.

But what really counts is whether we can keep people
from dying, whether we can get our men home. Just run-
ning out is not going to do it, because we have found out,
as Mr. Chamberlain did, and a good many times i our
history, that unless things are settled honorably, they are
not settled. You may pay more dearly later on if you
appease. :

So, that is what we would like to see. That is what we
arc working hard for, I talked to Secrctary Rogers ahout
it, and a great deal to Mr, Vance about it. Governor Har-
riman is doing everything he can. But we are not the
onlv oncs involved. ¥We inst have to hope and prav and do
the best we can, right up until the bell rings, which we
are all going to do. '
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FLIERS JMELD IN NORTH VIETNAM

Q. Onc final question: TIs there any hope by the end
of the ycar that we might see some of the fliers relcased
from North Vietnam?

THE PreEsment. T ean’t make any prediction of that
now. :



