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So with unempIO):I;,~'nt' down, with revenues up, with a balanced 
budget, with our boys home frmn Cambodia, our men home from the 
Pucblo, the Apollo coming in as it has, as I told you this morning, 1\1.-. 
Vance says be bdic\'l's ,,·c can get going in substantive talks after his 
return there, and 'I'e arc just praying that can be tille, The Olle thing 
that mars all of our hopcs and wishes this Christmas is that our men arc 
away out there protecting us, 

But the casualty rates arC down, \Vc arc just hoping that we can 
have somc progress in Paris. If we can do that, we would just almost 
throw our hats in the air. 

THE PARIS PEACE TALKS 

. Q. :Mr. Prc;idc,nt, did 1\[1'. Vance give you anything 
In the way of speCIfics on why he thought we would now 
nlOve into a substanth"c part of the Paris talks? 

THE PRESIDENT. He expressed the hope that ,,,,hen he 
got back, progress cou1d be made. 

EXCHANGE OF PRISO~ERS WITH VIETCO'NG 

Q. 111'. President, do we have any reason to believe 
that the VietCClng oiler to exchange prisoners had any 
subshnr:~ to it;J 

THE PRESIDE::-\T. I don't think I would want to com­
ment on that kind of a question. 

PARIS PEACE TALKS 

Q. Mr. President, in terms of Mr. Vance's hope for 
progress in Paris, can you give us any specifics, sir, on 
what progress has been made? 

THE PRESIDEN,'. Not any more than what I said to 
Helen. 

Q. Pardon me, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not any more than what I said to 
Helen. 

THY. PRESJDE:'n"s COALS UNTp .. JA:-'UARY 20 

Q. Sir, I ' .... antcd to a'jk )'0U if YOll had ;,ny particular 
gOOlI bd\\'ectl now and Jam"r), 20th that you would like 
to achic,,'c) something that YOLI feel would be sU'11ming lip 
your J years. 

THE PRESlDF"T, I have a lot of them, Helen, but I 
don't knO\i that we will uo any of them. I think \VC don't 
want to ask too much. ;\ lot Gf good things have come in 
a few days. . 

The one thin::; that wuulJ lJ1;lke LIS all happirr than any­
thing ehe is to have a truce ill Vietnam .. md to have sub­
stantial pr03/"('.):) toward peace) and make pru.;rc:~s on sub-
stantive matltrs, to cut out all of this dillyclallyiug-- talk- ( 
ing about where you sit at the bb!e::;, who cornes in first, 
who spcoks first, and "II that. 



\ 

But I Ihink the thing th;tt IlC';lrly c\"Cry Americall \Ltllts 
more than anything ('1:,c is to h~t\'c Ollr boy~ IHJI1lc. \\'c 
jll~l had the bC:it Chri.-;tIn:l..'i I think we:. nCdr1y tnT h;~(l. 
EVCI')OIlC ,,:as gay) healthy, happy, prn.'ipcrous. But you 
just couldn't)ook at either one of these little bahies with­
out knowing that-thcir daddy was gone . .:\S a nu,ttcr of 
fact, we talked to them at Da Nang the other night. Pat 
had slipped ofT up there Chrislma:.; ~ttHl spent a day 'vIlli 
Chuck. He had to be out at 4 o'clock. We heard their 
voice on the phone and Ind to make the bauy cry a littIe 
50 her daddy could hear her voice. The little boy got 
stubborn and didn't ,vant to talk, but I tid~lcd him some 
and kt his dadd r he,ll' his voice . 

. These arc just two of 550,000. Those other men ha\'c 
babic5J t()O, at home. It \vould just be p:1radisc if we could 
end that thing. But we must end it with honor . 

. As l\frs. Johnson has said so often, if \VC have to de~ 
fend wh=tt we believe in, and \vc have to carry out our 
promi~Ts, ~ncl some men are goins: to ha\'c to bc there, we 
are glad ours are there with them, although I will tell you 
it is pretty hard for every woman to kind of understand it. 
I imagine it is so even for the little boy. He goes up and 
hears his daddy's voice played back to him on tape and 
kL«ses his picture. Things of that kind wring your heart. 
Peace-that is what all of us want more than anything 
else. 

Advances in space arc wonderful. Great movements 
forward in education and health, th.lt is good. 1faking 
this a more beautiful land, all \Vf' han' dnne in consc~ra­
tion, we are th,mkful for that. 

.But ,\that really counts is whether we can keep people 
from dying, ,"vhether we can get our men home. Just run­
ning out is not going to do it, bccause \I/e have found out, 
as 1.1r. Chamhcrbin did, anJ a good many timcs in our 
history, that llllle.,~ thing:: arc settled honoruLly, th<;y arE: 
not .. <ttled. You may ply more dearly later on if you 
appease. 

So, that L., ,vhat \ .... c \\:auld 1ike tJ see. That is what we 
are working hard for. I Ll.lked to Secretary Rogers ahout 
it, and a great deal to :\fr. Vance abollt it. Governor HarM 
Tirnz~n is d(Jing cveryH-t;n:; he can. But we arc not the 
onh' onc:: i.::-~\,·oIvcd. \\-e inst have to hope and pray and do 
the best we can, right ap until the bell rings, which we 
are all going to do. . 

* 1(- * 
FLIERS HELD IN NORTH VIETNAM 

Q. One final question: Is there any hope by the end 
of the year that we might see some of the fliers released 
from North Vietnam? . 

THE PRESIDENT. I can't make any prediction of that 
now. 


