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Ho Message /‘”/

Hanoi VNA International Service in English 1655 GMT 31 Dec 68 B

[Text] Hanol VNA January lst--Fcllowing 15 President Ho Chi Minh's New Year
message:

Beloved compatriots and fighters, 1968 was a year of very glorious victories for
our armed forces and people throughout the country. The U.S. imperialists had to
end unconditionally their war of destruction in the north. Since early spring 1968,
our ¢ompatriots and fighters in heroic 3outh Vietnam have continually attacked and
continually risen up, and have recorded very brilliant victories.

Certainly the U.S. aggressors will meet with complete failure. Our armed forces and
,people throughout the country, dashing forward with the impetus of victeories, will
surely win complete victory.

On the occasion of New Year 1969, on behalf of the pecple throughout our country,
I wish to convey my warm greetings and thanks to the brotherly socialist countries,
friendly countries and peace- and Justice-loving people in the world, ineluding
the progressive pecple in the United States, for their whole-hearted support

and assistance to the Vietnamese peoplels struggle against U.3. aggression, for
national salwation.

I cordially send my best wishes of soldiarity, struggle and success in the new
year to our compatricts, fighters and cadres and Chinese residents in both South
and North Vietnam, and to cur fellow-countrymen living abroad.

I dedicate the following lines to .the new spring:

Last year was full of glorious victoriles.

This year the forefrontfs sure to win still bilgger cnes.
For independence, for freedom,

Let!s right so the Yanks quit, and the puppets topple.
Forward! Fighters, country-men!

North and south reunited, could there be happier spring!
NHAN DAN Editorial
Hanci VEA International Service in English 0554 GMT 1 Jan 69 B

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jaunary lst--Forward To Win Complete Victory! is the headline of
the New Year editorial of the Hanoi dailly NHAN DAK today. The editorial is published
below a nig portrailt of President Ho Chi Minh and his framed FNew Year message.

The editorial reads:

1968 was a year of unprecedentedly big and all-round victories for the Vietnamese
peoplels fignt against U.3. aggressicn, for national salvation. It marked a great
turning point, opening = new stage of the struggle, one of general offensive and wide-
spread uprising at the great front, one of vigorous and steady strides of the
Vietnamese people toward complete victory. 1968 was & Vietnam year of the people

in many countries and at many important internaticnal zonferences. 1968 was a

great year in our natiocn's history of resisting U.S, aggression to save the

country, exsrting deep influence on cur struggle and the revolutionary struggle of

the whole progressive mankind. 1968 was a2 year of very brilliant victories for the
armed forces and people throughout ocur country.
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Tn South Vietnam, after driving 1.2 millisn enemy troops into passive defence, the
patristic armed forces and people sprang & wost daring and wonderful strategic surprise
attack: the early spring general offensive. The U,5. agoressors and their henchmen
were strick with admiration. Tae nide-outs of the U.S,-puppets ir all towns and cities,
almost all provincisl capitals and dissrict towns, military sub=sectors, hundreds of
ajrfields, pase camps, and storages 2f the cnomy came under stormy and repested attacxs.
Thg puppet army and admiration cracked by chunks and became rickety from top to bottum.

keries of atvtacks foliowing the Lunar New Year festival on February 17 «nd 18 and

in early March deait a rortal blow at the U.S. aggresscrs and their hirelings,
Wiping\out or disbanding vone thire of the total of U.§ puppet and satellite effectives,
aut of aetion or heavily decimating wne third of the number of puppet battalizns.
destroyikg two fiftns of the Gtotal of aircraft, ane third of the armoured cars and

half the logistical reserves of the U.S. aggressor iibera*ing 100 more villages and
more Tharn 400 addi’ ional hamlets | between January jO and Maren 15).

putcing

The defeat of\the U.8, in both the military and political fields became evident, and
tvs war of aggXession was irretrievably doomed. This was evidenced by the dismissal
of W.C. Westmorgland and Johnson's withdrawal from the presidential electicn and his
order on the limited bombing of North Vietnam.
ﬁ\\
Apain in May, the Sputh Vietnam PLAF struck a hammer blow at the gaping wound of the
7.5, aggressors and\gbeir lackeys. Within a month, 72,000 enemy troops, including
32.000 Glis and mezréparleu, were wiped osut; more than 1,000 aireraft, 2,100 military
vehicles, 120 vessels and motor-launches and 230 cannons of the U.S.-puppets were
destroyed A
k)
Launched at a time when éne U.S.-puppets had considerably strengthened their defences,
the powerful ang ;1mu1tanequs attacks, which lasted many days in a row and brought
new rewusirds in wiping out ehemy live force and destroying his war materials, parti-
cularly the attacks in the Séﬂgap -Cholon-Gia Dinh area, proved the unprecedented growth
>f the South Vietnanm revolu*lor and the losing position of the enemy, who from now on
zan never recover frow his defeat These attacks also signalled the failure of the
7.5, celear and hold strategy. .
Together witn the May attacks, the Khe Sanh victory bore a tremendous significance.
It showed that the South Vietnam armed forces and people had become strong encush to
mount series of powerful attacks right -on the enemy hide-outs in the cities and, at
the same Lime. to dislodge him from his most strongly fortified positions. The Khe
Sanh silegs has smashed the symbol of the U\S. determination.
N,
While the Khe Sanh victory had not ceased ta ccho throughout the world, the PLAF
struck again in August and September., The hlde outs of the enemy in 30 cities ang
provincial capitals, more than 200 tswnships, district capitals, and military subsectors,
nearly 30 airfields and hundreds of storages were attacled fiercely and repeatedly.
123,000 enemy troops including 45,000 GI's and mercenaries were wiped out, and ilarge
quantities of war means were destroyed. The clarion Jg victory in Quang Nam, Da Nang,
Tay Ninh, Binh Long, the high plateaux, Ben Tre. warnéq the U.S8. aggressors that
their deferce in depth strategy was doomed and no defence\of any kind could save then
from inevitable defeat. 1In the past Tew manths, the b;llliart victories recorded
on all the battlefields-~Quang Nam, Da Nang, Tay ninh, Quang: y gai, Den Tre, Birh
Thanh...were more crushing blows dealt at the enemy 1r his dequsive position.

",
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Ho Message

Hanoi V§A International Service in English 1655 GMT 31 Dec 68 B
[Text] noi VNA January 1st--Pollowing is President Ho Chl Minh'!s New Year / - 6?
message:

our armed fonces and people throughout the country. The U.3. imperialists had to
end unconditidpally their war of destruction in the north. Since early spring 1968,
our compatriotd, and fighters in heroic South Vietnam have continually attacked and
continually riséQ up, and have recorded very brilliant victories.

Certainly the U.S;‘aggressors will meet with complebe failure. Qur armed forces and
:people throughout tbe country, dashing forward with the impetus of victories, will
surely win complete victory.

On the oecasion of Ne#}Year 1569, on behalf of the people throughout our country,
I wish to convey my wafq greetings and thanks to the brotherly socialist countries,
rfriendly countries and b&gce- and Justice-loving people in the world, including
the progressive people in’@he United 3tates, for their whole-hearted support

and assistance to the Vietnamese people’s struggle against U.S. aggression, for
national salwation. y

I cordially send my best wishé& 3f soldiarity, struggle and success in the new
year to our compatrilots, rightéhs and cadres and Chinese residents in both South
and North Vietnam, and to our fei;ow—countrymen living abroad.

I dedicate the following lines: to E@e new spring:

Last year was full of glorious Giptories.

This year the forefrontt!s sure to\yin still bigger ones.
For independence, for freedom, k

Let's fight so the Yanks quit, and bhe puppets topple.
Forward! Fighters, country-men!

.

Worth and south reunited, could there be haﬁh;er spring!
NHAN DAN Ediforial
Hanoi VKA International Service in English 0554 GMT' 1 Jan 69 B

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jaupary lst--Forward To Win Compléﬁe Victory! 1s the headline of
the New Year editorial of the Hanoi daily NHAN DAN toﬁay. The editorial is published
below a big portralt of' President Ho Chi Minh and his framed New Year message.

The editorial reads: .
1968 was a year of unprecedentedly big and all-round victories for the Vietnamese
pecplels right * against U.3. aggressicn, for national salvatlan. It marked a great
turning point, opening a new stage of the struggle, one of gene al offensive and wide-
spread uprising at the great front, one of vigorous and steady stpides of the
Vietnamese people toward complete victory. 1968 was a Vietnam ye&r of the people

in many countries and at many important internaticral ccaferences. 1968 was a

great year in our nation's history of resisting U.3. aggression tec sa the

country, exerting deep influence on cur struggle and the revclutionary ruggle of

the whole progressive mankind. 1968 was a year of very brilliant victorias for the
armed forces and people throughout our country. \\
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In South Vietnam, after driving 1.2 million enemy trocps into passive defence, the
patristic armed forces and people sprang a mest daring and wonderful strategic surprise
attack: the early spring general offensive, The U.S8, aggressors and their henchmen
were struck with admiration. The nide-suts of the U.S.-puppets in all towns and cities.
almost all provincial capitals and district towns, military sub-sectors, hundreds of
airfields, base camps, and storages of the enemy came under stormy and repeated attacks.
The puppet army and admiration cracled by churnks and begcame rickety from top to bottom.

The series of attacks follouwing the Lunar New Year festival on February 17 and 18 and
others in early March dealt a mortal blow at the U.8. aggresscrs and their hirelings.
wiping out or disbanding one thiré of the total of U.S. puppet and satellite effectives,
putting out of action or heaviiy decimating one third of the number of puppet hattalions.
destroying tws fifths of the total of alreraft, one third of the armoured cars and

half the logistical reserves »f the U.Q. aggressors, liberating 100 more villages and
rore than 600 additional namlets {betueen January 20 and March 15).

The defeat of the U.S5. in both the miiltary and political fields became evident, and
its war c¢f aggressiosn was irretrievably doomed. This was evidenced by the dismissal
of W.C. Westmoreland and Johnson!s withdrawal from the presidential election and hig
order on the limited bombing of North Vietnam.

Again in May. the South Vietnam PLAF struck a hammer blow at the gaping wound of the
U.3. aggressors and their lackeys. Within a month, 72,000 enemy troops, ineluding
32,000 GI's and mercenaries, were wiped out; more than 1,000 aireraft, 2,100 military
vehicles, 120 vessels and motor-launches and 230 cannoans of the U.S.~puppets were
destroyed.

Launched at a time when the U.S3.-puppets had censiderably strengthened their defences,
the powerful and simultanecus attacks, which lasted many d4ays in a row and brought

new recurds in wiping out enemy live force and destroying his war materials, parti-
cularly the attacks in the Saigon-Cholen-Gia Dinh area. proved the unprecedented growth
2f the South Vietnam revolution and the lesing position of the enemy, who from now on
can never recover from his defeat. These attacks also signalled the failure of the
U.S. clear and hold strategy.

Together with the May attacks,. the Khe Sanh victory bore a tremendous significance.

It showed that the South Vietnam armed forces and people had become strong enough te
mount serles of powerful attacks right cn the enemy hide-cuts in the cities and, at

the same time, to dislodge him from his most strongly fortified positicns. The Khe

Sanh siege has smashed Ehe symbol of the U.S, determination.

Wnhile the Khe Sanh victory had not ceased to echo threughout the world, the PLAF
strueck again in August and September. The hide-outs of the enemy in 30 cities and
brovineial capitals, more than 200 townships, district capitals, and miiiltary subsectors,
nearly 30 airfields and hundreds of storages were attacked fiercely and repeatedly.
123,000 eremy troops ineluding 45,000 GI's and mercenaries were wiped out, and large
quantities of war means were destroyed. The clarion of victory in Quang Nam, Da Nang,
Tay Ninh, Binh Iong, the high plateaux, Ben Tre...warned the (.3, aggressors that
their defence in depth strategy was doomed and no defence of any kind could save them
from inevitable defeat. In the past few months, the brilliant victories recorded

on all the battlefields--Quang Nam, Da Nang, Tay ninn, Quang Ngai, Ben Tre, Birh
Thanh. . .were more crustiing blows dealt at the enemy inr nis defensive position.
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At present, the South Vietnam patriotic forces and people are dagshing forward te
greater victories, continually attacking the enemy in his hidewouts in the towns and
cities, wiping out his forces at his defence lines, and breazking off his operation
under the accelerated pacification plan while speedily building the revolutionary power
in vast areas. The U.S. aggressors are haunted day and night by a new offensive drive
of the People'!'s Liberation Armed Forces of which they know neither the direction nor
the time.

In the north, we have smashed every frantic step of war escalation taken by the U.S.
aggressors, fighting while stepping up sccialist construction and wholeheartedly
supporting cur blood-sealed compatriots in the south.

The Nerth Vietnamese armed forces and people have pushed U.S8. plane losses past the
3,200 mark while boosting production, expanding the network of local industries,
overcomlng the difficulties caused by national calamitiss and enemy destructicn,
keeping communications open, maintaining crder and security, and furthering culturse,
aducation and publdic health. Patriotism, socialist thought, and revolutionary
hervism have become the motive of the dailly acts of our people, especially those in
the southern provinces near the military demarcation line. Our pecple!s fight in both
perts of the country has brought to failure the U.8. war of destruction against the
north. We have forced them to limit and then stop unconditionally their bombardments
on the whole territory of North Vietnam.

On a world scale, a popular front in solidarity with, and support for, Vietnam's right
against tne U.S. Imperialist aggressicon has been practically formed and is growing in
scope &nd strength. The governrent and peoples of the fraternal socialist countries
have conbinued to support and aciively assist our people both morally and materially,
and effirmed their all-round assistance as long as necessary, until we have completely
defeated the U.S. aggressors. The movement of the world's psople, including the
progreszive American people, to suppert Vietnam has developed far and wide, bringing
us all-sided support and assistance.

19568 has brought azbout a leaping changs in the balance of forces betwsen the Vistnamese
people and the enemy. Militarily, the two strategie forces of the enemy on the
battlefield--the U.S. and puppet trcops--have been both badly mauled. Their losses in
manpower and war means are irremediable, and their fighting efficiency is dropping
markedly. The U.8. aggressors! army has found itself in a position where it is
constantly attacked and beleaguered strategically all over the battlefield and has got
into impasses, both strategically and tactically.

For their part, the three kinde of armed forces of the South Vietnam Pecplefs
Liberation Armed Forces have grown rapldly in number and quality and have matured in
combat methods. The PLAF and South Vietnamese people have brought war to the last
hideouts of the enegiry in cities and towns, are developing their offensive position and
besieging the enemy strategically, and are in a position to attack the enemy wherever
and whenever they ilke.

The immediate rear area of our people's fight has expanded, greatly accounting for
four-fifths of South Vietnam's territery, whersas the U.S. and its puppets have lost
nearly all their foothold and sources of manpower and materials.
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Politically, the puppet administration and army, the prop for the U.2. war of
agrression, have broken down and lost efficiency. The aggressors snd the traitors
ave Facing utter isolation amid the seaz of people's war in South Vietnam,. They
arc also seriocusly iscolated in the world,

Meanwhile, ine political forees of the South Vietnamsse reople have risen at an
unprecedented rate. The natiomal unity bloc has become stronger and firmer with the
emergency of the Alliance of National, Democratic, and Peace Forces and with the
expansion of the rankks of the organizations in the National Front for Liberation.
Revolutionary power has been set up in many places. The Justice of our cause and the
prestige, strength\and role of the National Front for Liberation stand out more and
more striltingly, Pnrogressive mankind unanimously polints out that the Front is the
master of the situatidon in South Vietnam and the authentic representative of the
South Vietnimese peopl

Morally, all over the greéat front there prevails a high determination to fight for
independence‘and_freedom. A great campaign is unfolding, azimed at completely defeating
the U.3. aggressors and their flunkeys. From realities of the fight the South

Vietnam armed forces and people have seen the weak position of the enemy and thelr

own big capability of defeating enemy, and have drawn many valuable experiences for

new battles. AN

The morale of the U.S. and puppezé\is seriously dwindlirg. Their soldiers are war
weary and plagued by defeatism. Thé.U,S. and puppet clique are rent with sharp
contradictions and inner conflicts. \¢he U.8. imperialists! aggressive will has been
shaken seriously. The fact that they'ﬁ§e considering reduction of American involvement
is an acknowledgement of the error and gilure of their policy of bringing U.S. ex-
peditionary ftreoops to Socuth Vietnan to ké@p the puppet army and administration from
falling down. i\

The leaping change in the balance of forces hetween the Vietnamese people and the

eneny, plus many difficulties the latter are encountering in the econcmice and financial
fields as well as in their global strategy, haGe‘forced the U.S. aggressors to recognize
ned significant setbacks: They {?had) to stop uhconditionally their bombardments

on the vhole territory of North Vietnam and accepfgtalks with the representatives

of the Mational Front for Liberation in Paris to f{ng a way to end the war.

This is the logical result of their all-rcund setbackgﬁin both parts of ocur country.
This is the beginning of the process of their total faflpre, Reality has taﬁght

them that they have but one way--that is, to accept defeé; and bring their trocps
home. No matter how frantieally they may struggle, thelr total failure is inevitable.

s,
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Politically, the puppet administration and army, the preop for the U.S. war of
aggression, have broken down and lest efficiency. The aggressors and the traitors
are facing utter isolation amid the sea of people’s war in South Vietnam. They
are also serlously iselated in the world,

Meanwhile, tne political forces of the South Vietnamese people have risen at an
unprecedented rate. The national unity bloc has become stronger and firmer with the
emergency of the Alliance of National, Democratiec, and Peace Forces and with the
expansion of the ranks of the organizations in the National Front for Liberation.
Revolutionary power has been set up in many places. The Jjustice of our cause and the
prestige, strength and role of the National Front for Liberation stand out more and
more strikingly. Progressive mankind unanimously points out that the Front is the
master of the situztion in South Vietnam and the authentic representative of the
South Vietnamese people.

Morally, all over the great front there prevails a high determination to fight for
independence and freedom. A great campaign is unfolding, ailmed at completely defeating
the U.S. aggressors and their flunkeys. From reallties of the fight the South

Vietnam armed forces and people have seen the weak position of the enemy and their

sWwhn big capability of defeating enemy, and have drawn many valuable experiences for
new battles.

The morale of the U.S. and puppets is seriously dwindlirg. Their scldiers are war
weary and plagued by defeatism. The U.S. and puppet clique are rent with sharp
contradictions and inner conflicts. The U.S5. imperialists! aggressive will has been
shaken seriously. The fact that they are considering reduction of American involvement
is an acknowledgement of the error and failure of their policy of bhringing U.S5. ex-
peditionary troops to Scuth Vietnam to keep the puppet army and administration from
falling down.

The leaping change in the balance of forces between the Vietnamese people and the

enemy, plus many difficulties the latter are encountering in the economic and finaneial
fields as well as in their global strategy, have forced the U.S. aggressors to recognize
new significant setbacks: They {?had} to stop unconditionally their bombardments

on the whole territory of North Vietnam and accept talks with the representatives

of the National Front for Liberation in Parls to find a way to end the war.

This is the logical result of their all-round sethacks in both parts of our country.
This is the beginning of the process of thelr total failure. Reality has taught

them that they have but one way-~that is, to accept defeat and bring their troops
home. No matter how frantically they may struggle, thelr total failure is inevitable.
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At xesent, the South Vietnam patriotic forces and people are dashing forward to
greater victories, continually attacking the enemy in nis hidewouts in the towns and
cities\ wiping out his forces at his defence lines, and breaking off his operation

e accelerated pacification plan while gpeedily building the revoluticnary power
in vastlareas. The U.S. aggressors are haunted day and night b¥Y 2 new offensive drivse
ople's Liberation Armed Forces of which they know neither the direction nor

In the north, we have smashed every frantic step of war escalation taken by the U.S,
aggressors,\fighting while stepping up sccialist construction and wholeheartedly
supporting r blood-sezled compatricts in the socuth.

The North VieYnamese armed forees and people have pushed U.S8. plans losses past the
3,200 mark whije boosting preduction, expanding the network of lccal industries,
overcoming the \difficulties caused by national calamitiss and enemy destruction,
keeping communidations open, maintaining order and security, and furthering culture,
aducation and public health. Patriotism, socialist thought, and revolutionary
hervism have becope the motive of the daily acts of our people, especially those in
the scuthern provinces nezr the military demarcation line. Our pecple's fight in both
parts cof the counthy has brought to failure the U.5. wer of destruction against the
north. We have forked them to limit and then stop unconditicnally their bombardments
on the whole territot%y of North Vietnam.

On a world scale, a podpular front -in svlidarity with, and support for, Vietnam's fight
against the U.S. imperiplist aggression has been practically formed and is growing in
scope and strength. Thé, government and peoples of the fraternal scecialist countries
have continuaed to suppord and aciively assist our peopls both morally and materially,
ard affirmed their all-rolnd assistance as long as necessary, until we have completely
defeated the U.S. aggressoXs. The movement of the worid's peopie, inecluding the
progressive American people) te support Vietnam has developed far and wide, bringing
ug all-sided support and zss\stance.

1968 has brought about a leapiRg change in the balance of foreces beiween the Vietnamess
pecple and the enemy. Militari ¥, the two strategic forces of the enemy on the
battlefield-~the U.8. and vuppet\troops--have besn both badly mauled. Their losses in
manpower and war means are irreme iable, and their Tighting efficiency is dropping
markedly. The U.8., aggressors: ar Y has found itself in a position where it is
constantly attacked and beleaguered\strategically all over the battlefield and has got
into impasses, both strategically an¥ tactically,

For their part, the three kinds of arm 4 forces of the South Vietnan Feople's
Liberation Armed Porces have grown rapi ly in number and quality and have matured in
combat methods. The PLAF and South VietNamese people have brought war to the last
hideouts of the enemy in cities and towns) are developing their offensive position and
besieging the enemy strategically, and arein a position to attack the enemy wherever
and whesnever they 1ike.

The immediate rear area of our peoplais right Vias expanded, greatly accounting for
four-rfirfths of South Vietnam's territory, wherefRs the U.S. and its puppets have lost
nearly all their foothold and sources of manpowey and materials.
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