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[Text] Hanoi VNA January lst--Following is President Ho Chi ~inhls New Year 
message: 

Beloved compatriots and fighters, 1968 was a year of very glorious victories for 
our armed forces and people throughout the country. The U.S. imperialists had to 
end unconditionally their war of destruction in the north. Since early spri,ng 1968, 
our compatriots and fighters in heroic South Vietnam have continually attacked and 
continually risen up, and have recorded very brilliant victories. 

Certainly the U.S. aggressors will meet with complebe failure. Our armed forces and 
"people throughout the country, dashing forward with the impetus of victories, will 
surely win complete victory. 

On the occasion of New Year 1969~ on behalf of the pepple throughout our country, 
I wish to convey my warm greetings and thanks to the brotherly socialist countries, 
friendly countries and peace- and justice-loving people in the world, including 
the progressive people in the United States, for their whole-hearted support 
and assistance to the Vietnamese peop1e t s struggle against U.S. aggression, 'for 
national salvation. 

I cordially send my best wishes of soldiarity, struggle and success in the new 
year to our compatriots, fighters and cadres and Chinese reSidents in both South 
and North Vietnam~ and to our fellow-countrymen living abroad~ 

I dedicate the following lines to the new spring: 

Last year was full of glorious victories. 
This year the forefrontrs sure to win still bigger ones. 
For independence, for freedom, 
Let1s fight so the Yanks quit, and the puppets topple. 
Forward! Fighters, country-men! 

North and south reunited, could there be happier spring! 

NHAN DAN Editorial 

Hanoi VNA International Service in English 0554 GMT 1 Jan 69 B 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jaunary 1st--Forward To Win Complete Victory! is the headline of 
the New Year editorial of the Hanoi daily NHAN DAN today. The editorial is published 
below a -oig portrait of President Ho Chi Minh and his framed New Year message. 
The editorial reads: 

1968 was a year of unprecedentedly big and all-round victories for the Vietnamese 
people's fight against U.S. aggreSSion, for national salvation. It marked a great 
turning point, opening a new stage of the struggle, one of general offensive and wide­
spread uprising at the great front~ one of vigorous and steady strides of the 
Vietnamese people toward cO'l1plete victory. 1968 wa~; 8. Vietnam year of the people 
in many countries and at many important internatfcDal ,:;onferences. 1968 was a 
great year in our nation's history'of reSisting U.S. aggression to save the 
country, ex-':!rting deep influence on our struggle and the revolutionary struggle of 
the whole progressive mankind. 1968 was a year of very brilliant victories for the 
armed forces and people throughout our country. 
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In South Vietnar.l, after drtvin,; 1,2 rnll1i:)n enemy tr80ps int:) passive def(:ncc, the 
patriotl( armed forces and peCJple spl'anG a rrl~',st c:aring and wonderful strateglc surprise 
attack~ ttw early sprinr: General offensive, Trle U.S. ag,'iress:)rs and their henchmen 
were str"lck 'with admiratlon. Tne nide-::mts :::.f tne U~S.,~puppcts in all towns and cities, 
a~03t all pr:)vinclal capit:al.s and dlstTlCt L<WDS, mi1.itary sub-sectors, hundreds of 
d rf-lelds" base C8r.1pS, .::.nd st:Jrar:es :-,f the CflCl:1,y earrle under stormy and repeateo attac'{s. 

Th PUPPEt amy and admiratlor. cracked by "Dunks and Derar,e riCKety from top to :otbm. 

Thp . e-('i~s ::-,f at:tacks f:::.·ll:Jwing the I,·lr;a}"' Ne1t,; 'leal' f'estll/al cn ii'ebruan' 17 dnd It) a~id 

,)ther" "if', early Jilarch dca.Lt a T.:TtaI bl~'W aT, t;he U.S, agsresscT's and their hirellncs, 
'".i.r:'lnc:, '::lut:)r d.isbandin:; ~me Gf'.L"( of -ch" t:)tal :::f U,S pnppet. c::.nd satellite effcc'tives, 
putr.:inc ;)ut :~f actL'n c1' heavily dcci::rtat1ng Jn8 t:lj.rd of the number of puppet b3.ttal.ion:::; 
destr':)yi 'r;; tl<J::1 :F:'ift::1s ;)f thE t,')tal c)f aircrdf't :.':lne third of the art10ured cars and 

na1f the ogi~tical reserves of the U.S. aCCrc~50rs, libera~in~ 100 more Villages and 
r[l':lre f.:--_a.:--: 00 addi' :i.omU h8.m18ts ,betw0f?1l January jO and ,f'\arch 15). 

The defca.t :1 .. the U.S. in b:)th the r.d11tdry and p:)litica.l fields became evident, and 
it:f, ",-ar c:,f aCt'; eS5i:)n wd;; irret-.cievably d~)omE.d. This was evidenced by the dismissal 

~)f w.e, \'lestm:Jr land and ~T'Jhnsonls w.itndrawal fr'(."lm the presidential election and his 
order .)D the limited bombing of N:-'rth Vif?tnaITl. 

\, 
Ac;ain it! !'lIay. the ~outl1. V.i.etnarn PLAF struck a hammer blow at the gapin~ wound of the 
P. S. ar;grcss:)Y's and\their laclceys, Within a m~)nth, 72,000 enemy tr:)QPS, including 
)!.~OOO Glts and merce.paries, were wiped ::Jut; m:)re than 1,000 aircraft, 2,100 military 
\rehicles, 120 vessels\::md moror~launches and 230 cannons of the U.S.-puppets were 

destr:)Y8d \ 
\ 

L'dunehed at a time when ~e U.S,-puppets had considerably strengthened their defences, 
che powerful and ~~im'.ll tane\~us attacks" which lasted many days in a row and brought 
new re'J"rds j,n wiping out eh.emy live force and destroying his war materials, parti­
cularly t;1C attar:ks in the S~g:)[':-.Chol::m-Gia Dinh area, proved the unprecedented growth 
-d the SO'J.th VifOtr,ar:J. rev:)lutio'n and the losinG pOSition of the enemy, who fr:)m n::rw :)11 
~8.~1 n"ver reCDver fr:)m his def~'a,t, 'l'nese attacks also signalled the failure of' the 
IT S. clear and hold stra.cegy. 

'r:)cether 'Attn the l>-1ay attacks; the Khe Sanh vi.ctory b:)re a tremend:)us significance, 
!.'C Sh;J{.1,~d that 'che South Vietnam armed. f:)rces and people had become strong eno'J.gh to 
mount series of p-:-Jwerful attac·As right on the enemy hide-outs in the cities and j at 
the Game time. to dislodge him fr:;m h:'..s most str::mgly fortified pOSitions. The Khe 
Sa.nn ::;i8£,:; has smashed the symbol :;f the U\3. deterr.1inati:)n. 

, 
While the Khe Sanh Victory had not ceased to ~cho throur,hout the world, the PLAP 
struc:!c acain In ALlgust and September. The hid'e-outs of the enemy in 30 cities and 
prov.incial capitals, more than 200 t:::.wnships, district capitals, and military subsectors, 
nearly 30 airfields and h'J.ndreds ::d storages were attacked fie:!:'cely and repeatedly. 

123,000 enemy troops including 45,000 GIls and mercenaries were wiped out, ana large 
quantities of war means were destr:)yed. The clari:m :::if' victory in Quang Nam, Da NanG, 
Tay Ninh, Binh L.:ms> the high plateaux, Ben T,'e, , .warneC\ the U.S. aggressors that 
their deferC0 in depth strategy \-1as d:)x.,cd and no defence', of any kind could save them 

" 
from inevitable defeat. In the past few months, t.'1e brilliar,t victories recorded 
on all the battlefields--Quang Nam, Da Nang, Tay nint]., Quang''..pgai, Ben Tre, Bir.h 
Thanh ... were m:)re crushing blows dealt at the enem;y H': his def\,Sive position. 
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[Text 1 
message: 

noi VNA January lst--Following is President Ho Chi ~nh's New Year 

triots and fightera~ 1968 was a year of very glorious victories for 
ces and people throughout the country. The U.S. imperia~ists had to 

ally their war of destruction in the north. Since early spr1.ng 1968, 
our compatriot and fighters in heroic South Vietnam have continually attacked and 
continually ris~ up, and have recorded very brilliant victories. 

\ 
Certainly the U.S.\ aggressors will meet with complete failure. 
,.people throughout t1;le country. dashing forward with the impetus 
surely wi.n complete IVictory. 

Our armed forces and 
of victories, will 

On the occasion of Ne~\,Year 1969; on behalf of the pepple throughout OUr country. 
I wish to convey my war~. greetings and thanks tel the brotherly socialist countries., 
friendly countries and ~ce- and justice-loving people in the world» including 
the progressive people in'~tb.e United States. for their whole-hearted support 
and assistance to the Viet~mese people's struggle against U.S. aggressiun, for 
national salvation. '. 

I cordially s.end my best w1she\ of sold1arity, struggle and success in the new 
year to our compatriots; fightehs and cadres and Chinese residents in both South 
and North Vietnam, and to our fe'Uow-countrymen living abroad. 

\ 

I dedicate the following lines to t~e new spring: 

Last year was full of glorious v~.ctories. 
This year the forefront IS sure to\)otin still bigger ones. 
For independence~ for freedom, 
Letts fight so the Yanks quit, and the puppets topple. 
Forward! Fighters. country-men! 

North and south reunited~ could there be hap·p,1.er spring! 

NHAN DAN Edit~rial 

Hanoi VNA International Service in English 0554 Gm 1 Jan 69 B 
" 

[Text] Ranoi VNA Jaunary lst--Forward To Win Compl~~e Victory! 1s the headline of 
the N"?w Year editorial ot: the Hanoi daily NHAN DAN today. The editorial is published 
belc~r a big .portrait of President Ho Chi Minh and his f'\amed New Year message. 
The editorial reads: 

1968 was a year of unprecedentedly big and all-round v1ctor~s for the Vietnamese 
peoplets figt.t against U.S. aggression g for national salvat.i~n. It marked a great 
turning point, opening a new stage Of the struggle~ one of gene~al o.ffensive and wide­
spread uprif'.ing at the great t'ront. one of vigorous and steady' s~ide5 of the 
Viet.namese people towa.rd r::omplete victory. 1968 was 8. Vietnam yeato, of the people 
in many countries and at. many important internat:ional c:coferences~ 'l..968 was a 
great year in our nation's .history of resisting U.S. aggression to sa' the 
country t exer'tin.g deep influence on our struggle and the revolutionary ruggle of 
the whole progressive mankind. 1968 was a year of ver·y brilliant vietori s for the 
armed forces and people throughout OUr country. 
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In South Vietnam" after driving 1.2 mUlien enemy troops into passive defence. the pat;riotic: armed forces and people sprang a m~;st daring and wonderful strategic surprise attack ~ the early spri.ng general offens,ive. 'The U.S. aggressors and their henchmen were struck wlth admiration. The nide·-.::mts ::.of the U.S.,~puppets in all towns and cities, almost all provincial capitals and distrlct towns, military sub-sectors. hundreds of airf.lelds, base camps, and storages :)f the enemy came under st8rmy and repeated attacks. The puppet army and admiration cracked by (',hunks and bec.ame rickety from top to bottom, 

The Serl€S '.)f attacks f::-,llowtng the LU.nar Ne'w Year festl.val on February 17 and 18 and others in early J'llarch dealt a rr<)rtal blow at the U.S. aggressors and their hirelln£s. 'w'iplng .Jut or d:1sbandtng :.me thirG of the total of U,S puppet Cind satellite effectives, pl.1t'c;ing ~ut cf actJ.;;:.n ,:or heaviiY decimating · .... ne third of the number of puppet battalLms des tr8Ylng tw~ fifthS nf the t.(·.tal ::·f "llrcrCift, one third of the armoured cars and hal_f the logistIcal reserves of the U. S. aggre.ss~'lrsJ libera"!":tn,f" 100 more villages and IT''.>re th':tr. 600 addi",ional hamlets i;between January )0 and fw1.arch 15). 

The defeat ::)f the U.S" in both the milltary and Political fields became evident, and its war cf aggression wa3 irretrtevably d00med, This was eVldenced by the dismissal of woe. Westm~reland and Johnson's Withdrawal from the presidential election and his order on the limited bombing of North Vtetnamo 

Again in May; the South Vietnam PLAF strUck a hammer blow at the gaping wound of the U,S. aggressors and their lackeys. Within a month, 72,000 enemy troops. including .32.000 GJ's and mercenaries, were wiped out;. more than 1,000 aircraft, 2,100 military vehicles, 120 vessels and motor-launches and 230 cannons of the U.S.-puppets were destroyed. 

Launched at a time when the U.S.-puppets had considerably strengthened their defences, the powerful and simultaneous attacks, ·which 1 asted many days in a row and brought new recJrds tn wlping out enemy live force and destroying his war materials, parti­cularly the &ttacks in the Saig~m-Cholon-Gia Dinh area, proved the unprecedented growth of the SO-clth Vietnam revolution and the losing position of the enemy, who from now on can never recover from his defeat. These attacks also signalled the failure of the U,S. clear and hold strategy, 

Together 'witn the May attacks, the Khe Sanh Victory bore a tremendous significance It showed that the South Vietnam armed forces and people had bec~me strong enough to mount series of powerful attacks right on the enemy hide-outs in the cities and. at the same time" to dislodge him from hiS mClst strongly fortified positions. The Khe Sanh siege has smashed the symbol of the U.S. determination. 

While the Khe Sanh Victory had not ceased to echo throughout the world, the PLAF struck again In August and September. The hide-outs of the enemy in 30 cities and provincial capitals, more than 200 townships, dis tr.ic t capi tals ~ and mil i tary subse ctors, nearly 30 airfields and hundreds of storages were attacked fiercelY and repeatedly. 123,000 enemy troops inc.luding 45,000 GI1s and mercenaries were wiped out, and large quantities of war means were destroyed. The c.larion of victory in Quang Nam, Da Nang, Tay Ninh, Binh Long, the high plateaux. Ben Tre ... warned the U.S. aggressors that their defence in depth strategy was doomed and no defence of any kind could save them from inevitable defeat. In the past few months, the brilliant victories recorded on all the battlefields--Quang Nam, Da Nang, Tay ninl~, Quang Ngai, Ben Tre. Bir.h Thanh ... were more crushing blows dealt at the enemy iI'" [lis defensive position. 
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At present. the South Vietnam patriotic forces and people are dashing forward to 
greater victories, continually attacking the enemy in his hide-outs in the towns and 
cities, wiping out his forces at his defence lines, and breaking off his operation 
under the accelerated pacification plan while speedily building the revolutionary power 
in vast areas. The U.S. aggressors are haunted day and night by a new offensive drive 
of the People1s Liberation Armed Forces of which they know neither the direction nor 
the time, 

In the north, we have smashed every frantic step of war escalation taken by the U.S. 
aggressors, fighting while stepping up socialist construction and wholeheartedly 
supporting our blood-sealed compatriots in the south. 

The North Vietnamese armed forces and people have pushed U.S. plane losses past the 
3.200 mark while boosting production, expanding the network of local industries, 
overcoming the difficulties caused by national calamities and enemy destruction, 
keeping communications open, maintaining order and security, and furthering culture, 
education and public health. Patriotism, socialist thought, and revolutionary 
heroism have become the motive of the daily acts of our people, especially those in 
the southern provinces near the military demarcation line. Our people 1 s fight in both 
parts of' the country has brought to failure the U<S. war of destruction against the 
north. We have forced them to limit and then stop unconditionally their bombardments 
on the whole territory of North Vietnam. 

On a world scale, a popular front in solidarity wit-h, and support for, Vietnam!s fight 
against tfle U.S. imperialist aggreSSion has been practically formed and is grcwing in 
scope cnd strength. The governn.ent and peoples of the fraternal socialist countries 
~:ave 2-ontinued to support and ac\,ively assist our people both morally and materially, 
and affirmed their all-round assistance as long as necessary, until we have completely 
det'eated the U.S. aggressors. The movement of the world 1 s people, including the 
progressive American people, to support Vietnam has developed far and wide, bringing 
us all-sided support and assistance. 

1968 h~s brought about a lRaping change in the balance of forces between the Vl~tnamese 
people and the enemy, Militarily, the two strategic forces of the enemy on the 
battlefield--the U.S. and puppet troops--have been both badly mauled. Their losses in 
manpoHer and war means are irremediable, and their fighting efficiency is dropping 
markedly. The U.S. aggressors t army has found itself in a position where it is 
constantly attacked and -beleaguered strategically allover the battlefield and has got 
into 1r::tpasses, both strategically and tactically., 

For their part, the three kinds of armed forces of the South Vietnam People's 
Liberation Armed Forces have grown rapidly in number and quality and have matured in 
combat methods. The PLAF and South Vietnamese people have brought war to the last 
hideouts of the eneif,J in cities and towns, are developing their offensive position and 
besieging the enemy strategically, and'are in a position to attack the enemy wherever 
and wl1;'~never they 1 _1-:e, 

The imnediate rear area of our people's fight has expanded, greatly accounting for 
four-fifths of South Vietnam!s territory, whereas the U.S. and its puppets have lost 
nearly all their foothold and sources of manpower and materials. 
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Politically, the puppet administration and ar,'!ly~ the prop for the U.S. "rar of 
ae:r:ression, have broken down and lost efficiency", The 2fgressors ~nd the traitors 

_ i'.'1cing utter isolation amid the sea of people f S vIar in S~uth Vietnam. They 
arc also seriously is('lated in the Horld. 

Meanwhile. tnco political forces of the South VietrUtn<:,se people have risen at an 
unprecedented rate. The national unity bloc has become stronger and firmer with the 
emergency of the Alliance of NationaL Democratic) al:d Peace Forces and with the 
expansion of the ranks of the organizations in the National Front for Liberation. 
Revolutionary power has been set up in many places. The justice of our cause and the 
prestige, strength and role of the National Front for Liberation stand out more and 
more strikingly. P ogressive mankind unanimously points out that the Front is the 
master of the situat n in South Vietnam and the authentic representative of the 
South Vietn~mese peopl . 

Morally, allover the gr t front there prevails a high determination to fight for 
independence and freedom. A great campaign is unfolding, aimed at completely defeating 
the U,S. aggressors and the r flunkeys, From realities of the fight the SO"J.th 
Vietnam armed forces and pea e have seen the weak position of the enemy and their 
own big capability of defeatin enemy. and have drawn many valuable experiences for 
new battles. \ 

'rhe morale of the U.S. and puppe~\is seriously dwindlirg. Their soldiers are war 
w'eary and plagued by defeatism. Th'e U,S, and puppet clique are rent with sharp 
contradictions and inner conflicts. ~he U.S" imperialists I aggressive will has been 
shaken se~iou?ly, The fact that they\re considering reduction of American involvement 
1s an acknowledgement of the error and }:filure of their policy of bringing U.S, ex,~ 
pediti.onary troops to South Vietnam to k~p the puppet army and administration from 
falling dot·ln, 

The leaping change in the balance of forces hetween the Vietnamese people and the , 
eneny, plus many difficulties the latter are encountering in the economic and financial 
fields as well as in their global strategy, hav~ forced the U.S, aggressors to recognize 
new si£nificant setbacks: The¥ (?had) to stop 11tl.conditionally their bombardments 
on the Hhole territory of North Vietnam and accepf,~ talks with the representatives 
of the National Front for Liberation in Paris to fillld a way to end the war, 

\ 

This is the logical result of their all-round setback~\ in both parts of our country. 
'I'his is the beginning of the process of their total fail,ure, Reality has taught 
them that they have but one way--that is, to accept defe~~ and bring their troops 
home. No matter how frantically they may struggle, their 'total failure is inevitable. 

- 0 -
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Politically, the puppet administration and army, the prop for the U.S. war of 
aggression, have broken down and lost efficiency. The aggressors and the traitors 
are facing utter isolation amid the sea of peoplefs war in South Vietnam. They 
are also seriously isolated in the world. 

Meanwhile. the political forces of the South Vietnamese people have risen at an 
unprecedented rate. The national unity bloc has become stronger and firmer with the 
emergency o~ the A~liance of National, Democratic, and Peace Forces and with the 
expansion of_ the ranks of the organizations in the National Front for Liberation. 
Revolutionary power_has been set up in many places. The justice of our cause and the 
prestige~ strength and role of the National Front for Liberation stand out more and 
more strikingly. Progressive mankind unanimously points out that the Front is the 
master of the situation in South Vietnam and the authentic representative of the 
South Vietnamese. people. 

Morally. all~ over_ the great front there prevails a high determination to fight for 
independence and_freedom. A great campaign is unfolding, aimed at completely defeating 
the U.S. aggressors and their flunkeys. From realities of the fight the South 
Vietnam armed forces and people have seen the weak position of the enemy and their 
~wn big capability of defeating enemy, and have drawn many valuable experiences for 
new battles. 

'rhe morale of the U.S, and puppets is seriously dwindli~g. Their soldiers are war 
weary and. plagued by defeatism. The U.S. and puppet c~ique are rent with sharp 
contradictions and inner conflicts. The U.S. imperialists' aggressive will has been 
shaken se~iou~ly. The fact that they are considering reduction of American involvement 
is an acknowledgement of the error and failure of their policy of bringing U.S. ex­
peditionary troops to South Vietnam to keep the puppet army and administration from 
falling down. 

The leaping change in the balance of forces between the Vietnamese people and the 
enemy, plus many difficulties the latter are encountering in the economic and financial 
fields as well ~~ in, their global strategy. have forced the U.S. aggressors to recognize 
new significant setbacks: They (?had) to stop unconditionally their bombardments 
on the whole territory of North Vietnam and accept talks with the representatives 
of the National Front for Liberation in Paris to find a way to end the war. 

This is the logic.al result of their all-round setbacks in both parts of our ~ountry. 
This is the beginning of the process of their total failure. Reality has taught 
them that they have but one way--that is, to accept defeat and bring their troops 
home. No matter how frantically they may struggle, their total failure is inevitable. 

- 0 -
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In the nor h. we have smashed every frantic step of war escalation taken by the U.S. aggressors. fighting while stepping up soclali~t constructivn and wholeheartedly supporting ~blOOd-sealed compatrIots in the south. 

The North Vle namese armed forces and people have pushed U.S. plane losses past the 
3~200 mark Whl e boostIng prOduct lon, expandlng the network of local industr1es, overcoming the ifficul ties caused by national calamities and enemy destruction, keeping communi ations open, maintaining order and security, and furthering culture, sducation and pu llC heal tho Patriotism, sl)Cia1.1st thought. and revolutionary her-oism have bec e the motive of the daily acts of our people, especially those in the southern prov ces near the military demarcation line. Our people1s fight in both parts of the count y has brought to failure the U.S. war of destructlon against the north. We have for ed them to limit and then stop unconditionally their bombardments on the whole ter-rita y of North Vietnam. 

On a world scale, a p ular front in solidarity with, and support for, Vletnam!s fight against the U. S. imper:r list aggression has been practically formed and is grc.wing in scope nnd strength. Th governrr.ent- and peoples of the fraternal socialist countr~es have continued to suppaI' and aCl.,ively assist O·Llr people both morally and materially. ar.d affirmed their all-I'o nd aSSistance as long as necessary, until we have completely de ff.a ted the U. S, aggres so s. The movement of the world I s people} including the progressive American people to support Vietnam has developed far·' and wIde, bringing us all-sided support and 

1968 has brought about a In the balance vf forces between the Vletnamese people and the enemy. Militari y, the two strategic forces of the enemy on the battlefield--the U.S. and puppet troops--have been both badly mauled. Their losses in manpower and war means are irreme iable, and their fighting efficiency is drOPPing markedly. Trie U.S. aggressors' ar y has f01..ind itself in a position where it is constantly attacked allover the battlefield and has got into i.'l1passes, both strategically an tactically. 

For their part, the three kinds of arm d forces of the South Vietnam People's Liberation Armed Forces have grown rap! ly in number and qual tty and have matured in c0mbat methods. The PLAF and South Viet amese people have brought war to the ldst hideouts of the enemy in cities and to~ns~re developing their offensive position and besieging the enemy strategically, and aroe in a position to attack the enemy wherever and whenever they 1 ike. 

The immediate rear area of our people1s fight as expanded, greatly accounting for four-fifths of South Vietnam's territory, where s the U.S. and its puppets have lost nearly all their foothold and sources of manpowe and materials. 

\ 


