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POLITICAL STRUJGLE n: TRI-THm; REPORTED 

["'lrticle; Hanoi, 1:han Dan, Vietromese, 4 January 1969, p. 1.7 

In the G9neral offensive and uprlsln~s that began since early spring 1968, the political struggle movement of the Tri-Thien-llue people continued to develop strongly. Hundreds of thousands of urban and rural people in Tri­Thien have risen up all as one to attaclc and lay Siege to enemy outposts and district capitals, to search and hunt for collaborationists, spies and cruel puppet officials, to fight for the right to mastership and to expanu the liberated area. 

In the first ten days of February 1968 alone, tens of thoUS2.nU3 of people in Hue and ooarb;)T areas, fighting for their right to m~.stership, h,Cld destroyed and smashed 169 platoons of self-defense militia, triped out whole puppet "pacification" teams and smashed the entire puppet militarJ and administrative network tffiich the American aggressors and their Vietn~r:Jesc lackeys held set up around Hue severd years ago to control the people. Tens of thousands of people in Phong Dien, Quang Dien, Phu Van~, Phu Loc districts have risen up, laying siege to, wiping out or forcing American and puppet troops to surrender or to withdra<1 from scores of outposts. II" a peried of five days only, more than 40,000 people in the district of Phu 10c have gained bz:clc their right to mastership in nearly every village and est:lblished their people's revolutionary committees. 

In QUD.l1g Tri, people in the districts of Trieu Phone;, !bi 1ang, Gio 1inh ilnd Cam 10 have risen up all as one to lay siege to enemy outposts, destroyed the remaining "strategic h.cmlets," and smash the puppet <larninistro.tive net­t'lork r:i,eht in the enemy-controlled areas like Dao Dieu, '~n Tru, rgo Z,,- Dong, 1: go Xa T ClY, Tham Trie u, Tra Tri, Tra Loc and the district capital of Cz:n 10, and liberated more than 62,000 of their compatriots. 

Follo~ring the early spring campaign, the Americans and t.he puppets hurrie,,'S increased their forces, launched mId counter-attacl:s and committed inumerable atrocious crimes, such as the levelling off of hundreds of villages in Tri-Thien. In some cases, they killed more than 100 people lrithin minutes, like the massacre in Pho Trach (Phong Dien) for instance. In other c:lses, the;' 
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committed lo~r acts of vengeance, ldlling hundreds of people, such as the 

massacres' in Hue, Huonf, Tra, Huong Thuy, etc. But the Tri-Thien-llue people 

rem"ined undaunted, continued to surge forNard on the momentum of their 

victories, remainded determined to prevent the enetifJ from conmittin:>; more 

crimes, continued to maintain firmly their control and to fi:,;ht for their 

hUman and democratic rj.ehts. FollOwing the Pho Tr:lch and Huon~ Dien massO-cres, 

people in Phong Dien hc.ve participated in man;r rallies to heighten their 

hatred for the enemy. They have also participated in 17 larGe o.nd 61j6 medium 

and small demonstrations in villages and districts. By staging protest de­

monstration ag:'.inst the enemy, they have Go.ined back tens of thouso.nds of 

baskets of rice. They h8..ve also protested strongly aGainst the enem~r IS 

attempt to set up economic blockades and to restrict freedom of movement, 

and demanded llunger relief. People in the liberated "reas "nd people in 

the enemy contrOlled areas have united close:Q in c,ll these stru:,;gles. 

People in enemy concentration areas ho.ve also demonstr'cted o.[;'"inst milik.rJ' 

cirnf-c., against the ITanti_communistt! progra.~, against f.:unilY cl~t3Giric,J.tiorJ, 

ag"inst the inter-fami:Q system, ar:ainst t;-l0 "civil sel:-defense" pro~ro.n, 

etc. The politic2.1 struggle movement in IIai Ij<J.n~ h::.:::; developed to 2-D un­

precedented extent and has been closelJ' orgc.nized and :,;uided. ::ost outst'lDd­

ing is the movement to protest ar;einst the enerJy'n pror;rar,ls of concentrntinr: 

people into one area,: levelling off the lewd and destroyin~ viJJ,c,r,es. Peo,)le 

i.n mO,n;T villeges have acted to stop enemy tanks a.nd tr:1cters from coming into 

and destroying their vill;:ges. In one such case, eight old men had stopped 

a Group of enerlY tn.nlcs and armored cars, savinG hundreds of hectare G of i"ice 

and second;'J.I"J crops and protecting cz.d.res and guerrillas. Hamlets .1.nd' vil}C'~~cs 

have cooperated closely \lith one another to orgo.nize this strur,r::le movemer:t. 

Hany ville.ges in Trieu Phone; h::ve also strugg13d resolute:Q ar,Olinst the 

enemy attempt to destroy villages and to concentrate people, or demo.nded the 

return of their dead for burial. 

People in villn.~es :(., E., and T., have success:fully forced the elJ811:r 

to give the rice back to· then and at the sane time forced him to ~ive relief 

supplies to 200 families victimizeci by his action, end den,"nd"d lie rebuild 

their dams and pay for damages. 

In the ::'irst five nonths alone, people in so uthern Quclnc; Tri ,r,ve stc.r;cd 

31 lerr,e denonstrations forcine the eneny to pc.y nore th2n si:c million 

pi:l.sters for damages. 

Gio Lim and Co.n Lo howe mobilized the people to build 40 neH1Y-liber­

:1"'.:ied v"ill,'1R'es. 

People in concentr::ction areas like QU2n Eg2.rkC;, Cue, Viet (U]d T·:cn Tuonn; 

helve star,ed reany demonstrations ageinst the enemy, der:l1wding inprovenent of 

livi.n~ st,o.ndn.rds. In onG sllch case, the enem:r h,?d to pay l130,000 piasters 

for datr.ages.:rhe poople here have also protested age inst t!1e enem~.-'s ettempt 

to concentrate them in';o one place. Thousands of f'lr:ilies howe return8d to 

their villages. 
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People in Phu Loc (Thua Thien) have refused to let the enemy displace them. People who have been concentrated have demanded food and housing of the enemy or have demanded to be returned to their villages to live or get food and personal belongings. People in Phu Yang. Huong Tra, and Huong Thuy have successfully fought against enemy terrorism and successfully prevented them from displacing their compatriots and taking away their rice. 

The political struggle movement in Tri-Thien-Hue last year he.VB bGcome tadespread, attracting lo.rge numbers of people with its many rich fori:ls. The people have risen up continuously, using violence and sharp areuments to repel enemy armed ::.ttacks and to force the enemy to mcke concessions. These politic::.l strugGles have been closely linlmd with the guerrilla ,r.?I'fc.re move­ment, which attack> the enemy resolutely, fights . the enemy for ever'J inci1 of land, every grain of rice and every potato, fights for the control of pNler, expands the liberated area, and controls strategic positions :1I'ound the cities and along important communication lines. 
Last year our people completed the elections of people IS revolution,,ry cOr:1mittee in practically every district, villaGe o.nd hamlet in the tHO prov­inces of Quane: Tri and Thua Thien. The Tri-'fhien liber2.ted are.,,- !-ms expo.nded to cover 271 morG villnges Inth a total population of 210,000. Thus, Tri­Thien no.., has 76h liberated villages, representing four-fifth of the o.rea1s villa,',es, lath a total population of h80,000, or "litre-third of the total populntion in both provinces. 

After havinG gained back the power, the people have built a neN I'lay of life dedicated to the nnti-U.S. fight for national salvation. On ti.,e momer.tum of their victories, the Tri-Thien people are now tr;:r:i.ng 'GO overcome ever'J difficult;; and hardship, launchinG continuous attacks and uprj.sin"s and r:1ovinr: fort'Tard to achieve complete victory. 
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