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PRESIDENT NIXON'S l'RE::S mWER..."NC. ,:~'NE 19, 1969 
QUESTION: Fonner D"::,,,cc2 Secret2..c7 C2.a:!{ Clllford has suggestod that 100,000 American troops ought to be out by the end of tr.is year end W8 ought to say all ground troops Hill be 0ut ty n.,: end of 1970. I wonder if you think that is a realistic timetaDle? 

THE PRESIDENT: We hE.ve ,.~arted to .,cithdrroor i'orces. We will withdraw more. A.:lothe!' decisior. "ill be made in Img-u.st. I will not indicate the number, because the number '"ill de::cd u!Jen the extent of the training of the South Vietnamese) as well as develo::-:ls:,t 3 L"! Paris and the other criterion that I have mentioned previously. 

As far as ho.; IT,c.ny "ill be .,-ithdrawn by the end of this year, or the end of ne:::-t year, I ,JQuId i· . .J?2 ',r,at 1i'e could beat Mr. Cl i "'ford r s timetable, just as I think we he.ve dens 2. little better then we did when he Has in charge -of our national defen",c, 

QUESTION: ¥11'. Presc.ds!H) you e:>;p"Gssec the hope earlie!' for substantive talks 0:1 Viet-NaJIl) perhE..ps 2.r; the next three months. I Bonder J Sir) i.'1. this process, and bei'oreelections c.re hGId in Viet-Na:rn, are l·;e li'eCdGd, to uhatever degree, to the government of Presideclt Thieu? 

THE PRESIDENT: When you use the term "wedded to the j50'\"e'I'lll1le!1t oi' Prosident Thieu, "I would not say that the United States, insofar as 8IIY goverrnnent in the world is concerned, is wedded to it in the sense that we cannot take 8IIY course oi' action that government does not approve. 
On the other hand, I do not want to leave any doubt on this score: 

President Thieu is the elected President of Viet-Nrun. He is cooperating li'ith the United states in attempting to bring this war to a conclusion. He has made a very i'orthright offer and has supported our position that we have made, and I know will be making an offer of his own with regard to a political settlement. Under those circumstances, there is no question about our standing with President Thieu. 

I would also say further that insofar as our ofi'ers are concerned, we are not going to accede to the demands of the enemy that we have to dispose oi' President ThiElU bei'orc they will talk. That 1Vould mean a surrender on our part, a defeat on our part, and turning OVer South Viet-Nam to the tender mercies oi' those who have dono a great deal of d~e.. to those in North Viet-Nan!. 


