From: "GUNNER" <gunner.wagner@usa.net>

Subject:Re: 1st Cav LRRP/Ranger Devon Cochrane
Date: Friday, November 30, 2007 2:30:23 AM

THIS IS MY THIRD ATTEMPT TO ANSWER YOU...THE GENERATOR KEEPS
SHUTTING DOWN HERE. I WILL GO BACK FOR THE THIRD TIME THE 3RD AND
INTERVIEW A GUY WHO WAS A "RUNNER" FOR THE LOCAL CADRE THEN AND HIS
OLDER SISTER. IN RETURN I WILL PUT A NEW ROOF ON THEIR 45 YEAR OLD TIN
ROOF OF THEIR SCHOOL HOUSE. IN MY PRIOR VISITS I HAVE MET A FEW GOOD
FOLKS THERE. WALKED THE TERRAIN AND DRANK A SIX PACK ON TOP OF THAT
DAMN HILL. BUT IN THE BIG CITIES RIPPING OFF PEOPLE SEEKING INFO IS A
MAJOR INDUSTRY. DOG TAGS OLD AND RUSTY,WATCHES, ZIPPOS ENGRAVED, PHONY
INFO, ETC.

SOME BACK GROUND ON WHY THIS OLD RETIRED-RETIRED TANKER IS ON THIS
MISSION TO FIND DEV. DEV GREW UP 3 HOUSES DOWN FROM ME IN BROOKLINE MA.
AND WAS MY KID BROTHERS RUNNING BUDDY. HE WAS IN OUR HOUSE AS MUCH AS
HIS OWN, BOTH WERE ABOUT 5 YEARS YOUNGER THAN ME. WHEN I RETURNED FROM
KOREA I WAS WEARING THE FIRST CAV PATCH IN EARLY 65. I HAD BEEN WITH
GARY OWEN, (1-7) THE ARMORED CAV SQDN FOR THE FIRST CAV. NORTH OF THE
IMJIN RIVER. (I THINK THEY WENT TO FT. BENNING IN JUNE 65,AND REPLACED
BY THE 2ID REFLAGGED) HE WAS VERY IMPRESSED EVERY TIME I CAME
HOME ON LEAVE. JUST LIKE A KID BROTHER. WHEN I WENT TO NAM WITH THE
BLACKHORSE REGT. IN AUG. 66 HE ASKED MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ARMY.
SOME TIME AFTER TET 68 OR MINI TET,MY KID BROTHER WROTE ME THAT DEV
EITHER HAD OR WAS ENLISTING. THERE IS NO DOUBT IN MY MIND WHY HE DID
IT. TO HIM I WAS THE SGT ON THE HAUNTED TANK COMIC BOOKS OUT THEN! I
HAVE NEVER FORGIVEN MYSELF!

FAST FORWARD TO 1970 AT QUAN LOI: I HAD BIG YELLOW LETTERS ON BOTH MY
FLACK JACKET AND GUN TUBE THAT SAID "BOSTON". SO HE AND A SHORT BLACK
KID CAME OVER AND IT WAS "OLD HOME BOY DAY"! WE DRANK A CASE OF THAT
GOD AWFUL CARLING BLACK LABEL BEER. (MADE IN NATIC MASS.) I THINK A
MEDIC WAS WITH HIM TOO. HE WAS WEARING A COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE. WE
CAUGHT UP ON ALL BOTH OF US HAD DONE AND WHAT WE WERE DOING. GOD! I WAS
SO PROUD OF HIM! HE WAS A BUCK SGT THEN AND I HAD MADE SSG IN 69. HE
WAS A FAST MOVER! THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY "UP NORTH A BIT" THE NEXT DAY.
HE SAID HE WOULD LOOK ME UP AFTER A MONTH OR TWO. A LETTER TO MY MOM
DATED APRIL SAID I HAD SEEN DEV EARLY THAT MONTH SOMETIME..

ABOUT THE END OF JUNE A YOUNG LRRP CAME UP TO MY TANK AND ASKED IF I
KNEW DEV. THEN HE TOLD ME MOST OF THE STORY ON HOW HE DIED. IN LATE
JULY THE 11 ACR STARTED ENFORCING THE 5TH PURPLE HEART PROGRAM. AND 9
GUYS FROM MY TANK COMPANY WERE INVOLUNTARILY RETURNED TO CONUS IN A
SINGLE MONTH. I WOULDN’T SHAKE HANDS WITH THE THEN REGT. CDR DON STARRY
THE DAY I LEFT MY BROTHERS!

AGAIN FAST FORWARD TO 1998/9 CAMP CASEY KOREA. (I WAS RETIRED FOR 11
THEN AND WORKING AS A CIVILIAN CONTRACTOR WITH ALL THE TANK AND BRADLEY
SIMULATORS. STILL TRAINING THE KIDS!) I PICKED UP KREGGS BOOK AT THE PX
BOOKSTORE AND THERE IT ALL WAS! BUT WHEN I SAW TONY CORTEZ'S NAME I WAS
ASTOUNDED! HE WAS THEN THE CSM OF 1-9 INFANTRY NEXT DOOR AT CAMP HOVEY.
HE WAS ALSO MY BEST FRIEND IN KOREA AT THE TIME! (HE HAD A BIG FIRST
CAV TATTOO AND I HAD A BLACKHORSE TATTOO, SO WE WERE CUT FROM
THE SAME MOLD.) TONY HAD A SEVEN OR EIGHT YEAR BREAK IN SERVICE AFTER
HIS TOUR WITH THE S9TH CAV, THEN CAME BACK IN AND WORKED HIS WAY TO THE
TOP. HIS TROOPS LOVED HIM. HE LEFT 6-7 MONTHS LATER FOR THE 82ABN. WE
SPENT MANY NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS ON HIS PICNIC TABLE BY HIS HOOCH



DRINKING AND RELIVING THAT MORNING THEY WENT UP TO RECOVER DEV WITH
HALF HIS PLATOON (BLUES?) AND 6 M-60 MACHINEGUNS. KREGG WAS RIGHT ON
THE MONEY WITH HIS VERSION OF WHAT HAPPENED. EXCEPT TONY SAW EXACTLY
WHERE DEV WAS HIT AND HE SAID THE "BLOOD POOL WAS BIG AS A MAN HOLE
COVER AND DEEP"! HE SEEN ALOT BEFORE AND KNEW DEV HAD TO BE KIA.

TONY HAD DONE A TOUR BEFORE AS A MARINE IN NAM. KREGG SHOULD REMEMBER
HIM.

THEY WERE ENGAGED ALL THE WAY UP AND DOWN THAT HILL. I'VE WALKED IT
AND IT HAD TO BE A BITCH!

TONY IS RETIRED SOMEWHERE IN L.A. CA. NOW.

DEV'S NAME IS ON A MEMORIAL IN FRONT OF CITY HALL IN BROOKLINE MASS
WITH 11 OTHER BROOKLINE GUYS. (WHERE MY NAME SHOULD BE TOO!) 5 YEARS AGO
I LEFT A SMALL FIRST CAV FLAG THERE. I NEVER WENT TO VISIT MRS.
COCHRANE WHEN I CAME HOME. NO GUTS! SHE WOULD HAVE ENDED UP CONSOLING
ME MORE THAN THE OTHER WAY AROUND! SHE KNOWS I MADE IT BACK CAUSE HER
AND MY MOM (A WWII NAVY VET) WENT TO HIGH SCHOOL TOGETHER, AND THEY
WERE CLOSE.



