ORDERS

From “Doc” Gilchrest

1 was under the impression that the 191st MI was only a mailing address also and I remember the change to HHC G2. It was like
having our own unit designation but we were under G2. I think our TO&E came under E/52 LRP(ABN). I remember LT Hall
explaining to me about the Recondo school as a qualifier for airborne designation. We never took the VN airborne course but it is on
my records as Recondo school VN airborne. This made the HHC G2 unit an airborne infantry qualified for TO&E. Redesignation as
E/52 made a real unit of our own and out from under HHC G2.

Some of our teams did pull missions for other organizations. Two of our teams pulled two missions under the Swamp Fox call
sign while working under the MACV/SOG command and control. The missions were totally outside our area of operations and
outside the 1st Cav control. Volunteers only. There was also a CIA unit of guerillas ran by a man called Mr Roberts that we worked
for in Phan Thiet.

I was released from 191st M1 on the same set of orders as Hall and Spina, but there was also 75 other guys that were released at
the same time and it gives our original units as our home of record, not the 1st Cav LRRPs or HHC G2. I only recognized eight of the
names on the list. [ remember Lyle and he could very well have been lost in the shuffle. I thought he was a sgt. 1 remember Fletcher
and Spina are not listed as Recondo school graduates either. 27777

The orders for release from 191st MI, are just that, released from but not sent to anywhere. Just your original company. The
orders that released us from 191MI was dated [5 June 1967. It listed Spina,Corey, Eady, Wells,Duble, Spanky, Block, Tavalero,
Mclntyre, Simones, Kelly, Smith, Gentry, Lambert, Jordan, Hall, Ward, Haverlandt, Pettibone, Dickinson, Suggs and me. It
also lists the names of about 50 other men, that I do not recall ever being in the unit. 22777

Spina, Fletcher, Corey, Dickinson, McConnell, and Lau(i think)plus myself were the first group to go to recondo school from
the LRRPS and I think it was probably in May after My group had already had our training in An Khe. It was weeks after the mission
that everyone was wounded and Ives was killed.

Editor note: Ross, Lopes and Block went to Recondo school in the fall 9f 1966 when they were in a brigade recon unit, before the
LRRP detachment was formed.

I have orders 24 April 1967 for attachment to 191st MI for Indefinate duty with Division LRRPCo. along with Steven Hernandez,
Dennis Moore, and Donald Pettibone. I do not remember anyone named Hernandez in our training group in tent 4.

The set of orders that released me from 191st MI was dated 15 June 1967. I found a set of orders dated 14 June 1967 from HHC
Ist CAV DIV assigning me to duty with the Div /LRRP Co. It shows Ellis Thurman E-6 and another man named Robert Phelps E-6.
It also shows Thurmans date of entry into the military as 1955.

My promotion to SP/5 E-5 in November shows my unit as HHC 1st Cav Div.

I have orders for assignment to E/52 INF 2 January 1968. Christmas cards for 67 were for HHC G2. I will have to dig more for others
that actually have my name.

I have some orders that were sent to me in 1988 that list other people in the unit at different times. Some of these names do show
up more than once but others show no connection at all to the unit. Attached to 191MI and released from 191st MI but no assignment
for duty with Div LRRPS.

There are names and faces that I remember but they are not listed anywhere.

After the mission where Ives was lost, Fletcher became our primary trainer, but everyone was involved. That mission raised the
standard. Iam guessing but 1 am sure that is why everyone was being sent to Recondo school after they had at least three weeks of
training in An Khe. Hall was pushing very hard and so were Fletcher and Spina. I was on their team at Recondo school. Spina was
rear scout, Fletcher was asst Team leader. Dickinson was RTO and I was team member 5 and medic. The team leader was a Green
Beret Captain of Japanese decent and was normally a Remington Raider. Our Cadre was an extremely nervous SF E-7 that had his
own supply of Amphetamines which he took on a steady schedule.

We were the top team at the school and we won the real mission award. We were so proud of ourselves.

FYI when we were training tent #4 was our tent and it consisted of myself, Dickinson, Haverlandt, Pettibone, Perez, Gentry,
Griffin, Moore and McConnell. Team 3 was Ross’s team and then of course Team land Team 2 were from the original teams.

After Recondo school is when the division sent over a hundred DUDs to the unit. Most did not stay overnight and most of the
remaining ones never finished training, and sat on their butts waiting for new orders.

We were still getting rid of them in August and Sept, even down in Phan Thiet. They may have finished training but the real
missions really weeded them out even more. We had one man that was too young and was sent home when the Mom complained that
their 17 year old son that they had signed for was being used for combat duty.

Ah.......those memories.....remember I was the Medic and got to listen to all of the moaning and groaning. The kid that was too
young was literally madder than hell that he was being pulled out after he had worked so hard to get where he was. Imagine his pride
being pulled out from under him like a throw rug. He claimed his Dad had been killed while flying for Air America.

Did anyone ever tell you about the experimental gas mask that we were ask to do field testing on. Running up and down the hills a
training in them. My class in tent 4 got that honor. We were actually told that the LRRPs in the delta were testing new jungle boots in
the swamps. War is Hell. The mask was smaller and made everyone look just like Smokey the Bear. I think we gave them a bad rating
Jjust to get rid of them. I will have to ask one of the other guys about that ordeal.



