Agent

By The Associsted Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — Researchers
comparing the causes of death for
. veterans who served in Vietnam
and those who did not serve there
could find no evidence that Agent
Orange killed veterans, according
to a state study released Sunday.
The Health Department study
compared the causes of death for
1,496 New York veterans, 555 of
. whom -gerved in Vietnam, and
- found there was no significant dif-
ference between the two groups:
© «If, in fact, there 1S an increase
in a certain cause of death as a re-
sult of exposure to dioxin, we
didn't find it,” said researcher An-
drew Reilly.

Agent Orange, which contains
the toxic chemical dloxin, was
used by American armed forces
during the Vietnam War to destroy
food crops and vegetation that

could have been used as cover by

communist forces.

. ~Thousands of Vietnam veterans
have charged that exposure to the
defoliant caused ailments ranging
from skin rash to cancer.

- Reflly cautioned that because of
unchecked variables and the small
size of the group studied, the re-
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sults released Sunday could not be
used to infer that. Agent Orange is
ot a factor in- deaths of Vietnam
Vetemns. - _‘:E;,_" : . i
.:“The intent of the study is just to
be .a preliminary investigation: to
guide future studies,” Reilly said.
“But with these-Tesults, we're pret-
ty much at a dead end because it
didn’t suggest -any elevated cause
of death.” = 7. o
Reilly said ‘one reason for the
lack of a link to Agent Orange

- could be that deaths tied to dioxin

exposure may take a long time 'to
develop. “It cdn be argued that an
elevated cause of death may not
show up for 20 yéars,” he said.

" The study only compared causes
of death of New York veterans
who were in the military from 1971
to 1973. Reilly said that group was
used because that was.the only

‘time period for which. the federal
" government has computerized re-

cords of who was serving in Viet-
nam. - L ot
Results of the study were adjust-
ed for age, race and education
among the two groups, and were
obtained using -death certificates
and Department of Defense re- .
cords. R ‘ K
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