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Study: Agent Orange not Increasing· death rate" 
SAN ANToNIO, Texas (AP') - servicemen . are far from complete and that they represent done about every other year. Wolfe said ht 

who .were exposed to Agent Orange during the . only the beginning ola $100 million 2Q-year Air hopes further physical. exams will determine 

VietnariiWar:are dying at about the same rate Force study supervised by Brooks researchers. whethe~. the first exams' rmding of increased 

as the . general Popnlation, according to the The study, to be completed in 2002, will com- skiD cancer was sigirlficarit. '. 

late!;t figures' £tom a 2Q-year study of people. . pare death and 'sickness rates of servicemen . The servicemen in the test group belonged to 

who worked with the herbicide,. . exposed to the herbicide in Vietuam with those an .AirForce unit that sprayed Agent Orange 

"We fiD.d no' reason for anxiety (about Agent ,of the general popnlation. from,the air between 19(\2 and 1970. 

Qrange),"said Dr; William Wolfe, who \leads. Agent orange, which contains dioxin,was us- .' . Late ,last year, Vietuam' veterans·and. their 

theepidemioiogyd~partnient at the School 0[; ed to strip jungle foliage~Earliercomparlsons ·.,fiuniliei sued theU,S:govermll.ent for $i.82 ; 

AerosPace Medicine at Brooks Air Force BaSe .. based on physical exams had sboWn thatser- billion; accusing officials of frUstratingeffor.s ' 

"We'Ve .learned that these people do not all' Vlcemen.in the same test group had higher in- . to collect money for injuries ari~ deaths due to 

pear to be dying at any increaSed rates or of' cidences of skin cancer than those of a com, exposUre to the herbicide. . . 

unusual ca~s," Wolfe said Thursday, parative group who had not been expOsed,. . The suit was a response to the out.:of-eourt 

Since the Air Force began keeping figures in The new statistics mark the third time settlement reached in a veterans' class' action . 

1982, 55 servicemen, or 4.4 percent, of the 1,257 researchers compared the test group imd the against seven manufacturers of AgenfOrange. 

in the study group died, about what would. be unexposed group. The first two comparisons Under that settlement, almost $200 million was 

expected of a group of similarly aged people, had similar results. set aside for'veterans exposed to the chemical, 

Wolfe said. Project researchers are also performing the but some activists thought the amount was not 

However, the doctor noted that the results second of seven physical exams that will be enough, . . 


