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Suit 
Suits in the Cotfrt of Claims < are 

heard without juries. 
The judge in the, chemical com­

pany suit, Jacka. Weinstein of the 
U,S. District Court. in New York, 
said after the settlement that he 
had serious doub,ts as to whether 
the veterans had aicase at all. 

After the settlement, the 
veterans sued the: government In 
Weinstein's court on behalf of the 
veterans' wives and children, ask_ 
ing that all of them be made plajn­
tiffs in a class action. 

The judge refused to make it. a 
class action and dismissed that suit 
on two grounds - that the wives 
and children had no right to sue, 
and that it had not been established 
that dioxin caused birth defects. 
His ruling is being. appealed. 

Musslewhite listed nine veterans 
or their estates and relatives' as 
plaintiffs in Thursday's case and 
asked that it be made a class ac' 
tion. None of the nine was a plain­
tiff in the wives and children's 
case. If any had been, they might 
have been barred from suing on the 
grounds that .courts do not hear 
substantially the same case twice. 

Some 100,000 veterans have filed 

. --,. -----
Congress to compensate the 
veterans, Musslewhite said he was 
obliged to pursue every possible 
legal avenue in representing his 
clients, but that if Congress did ap­
propriate funds for an adequate 
settlement, "my recommendation 
would be" to accept it and drop the 
lawsuit. 

Justice Department spOkesman 
Dean St. Dennis said, "Our 
lawyers have not seen the com­
plaint, and so there's nothing we 
can say about it." 
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. claims on the $180 million fund 
established in last May's settle­
ment and another 20,000 are ex­
pected, Musslewhite said. Those 
claimants would constitute the 
plaintiff class in the Court of 
Claims, he said. 
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