Agent Orange victims handed pay setback

NEW YORK (AP) — Eligible Vietnam

veterans and their familles will get less

money than expected from the Agent Or-
ange settlement, and they will wait at least

8 year before receiving any, a federal -

judge said Tuesday,

U.S. District Judge Jack Weinstein ap-
proved a flnal plan for disbursing the $200
million settiement, The plan allots three-
fourths of the money to totally disabled
veterans and the survivors of dead
veterans,

He sald the largest individual payments

would be $12,800 for total disability —

down from estimates of $25,000 — and
$3,400 for death benefits — also lower
than estimates of $5,000. The money, from
seven chemical companies, is to be paid
out over 10 years.

Estimated individual payments will be
lower because the latest figures include a
larger pool of potential recipients, The
judge said about 245,000 claims had been

filed.

The judge also said the mone'y cannot be
distributed until all appeals are resolved, a

process he said could take a year.

Weinstein sald $45 million would be
used for "a class assistance foundation”
for veterans-and their families. About $4
miliion would go “for the benefit of Austra-
lian and New Zealand claimants,” Wein-

stein said.

The suit was filed on behalf of all U.S.,

‘Australian, and New Zealand troops who
served in Vietnatn between 1981 and 1972,

and who claimed injury from exposure to

“-Agent Orange.
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