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Times Beach buyout leaves clean-y P questions unanswered
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3"ST. LOUIS — The federal offer tobuy all Gorenen Burford, a chance to be seen on
,of the homes and businesses I Times national - television telling hundreds of
Beach, Mo., was a solution to the dloxin- wiped-ont workingclass Iamilies that she
conteminated town's problems that ap- and the president harbored a “deep con-
peared {0 have largely satisfied All - cern” for their welfare at a time when her |
Jiiterests, Bet it avoids the bigger question agency is being accused in Congress of be-
of what is to be done about all the other lng too cozy with corporate polluters. Bur-
- Places In Missourl that are contaminated ford also complained that the famities
with dioxin, some of which show higher lev- plight had been exploited by the news
‘els and are geologically more difficuit to media
‘deal with. SECOND, IT WAS comparatively cheap. |
- Federal officials who came to Missouri Homes in ‘that little town on the Meramec
Tuesday to make the announcement River are modest, with a $40,000 heuse con-
stressed that they meant td sef no prece- sidered expensive. It is not often that a
dent in the ssttlement, which is to cost the whoie town can be bought for $33 mlltion.
federal government $33 militon from the Flnally, cieanup should net be too ditfi-
Superfund for toxic waste cleanup. The .. because the town s flaf and the dioxin, &
- Slate’s share of the cost will be $3.3 million, 1s confined almost entirely to the roadbieds |
The other sites, the officials Indicated, G readside diiches. No decision has been
~Fould be considerad on thelr own merits. made on the method, There Is talk of furn-
- THE ENVIRONMENTAL Protection ing the town into a riverside park after
“Agency was the last of the federal agencies cleanup. o )
interved to agree to the buyout for fear of 1 - confirmed dioxin sites, 21 In
setting a precedent, according to Senate all, present different problems. An aide to
‘Sources. But the agency finally agreed, UB- cen. Thomas Eagleton, D-Mo., sald she had |
.Sy what was described as enormous politi- oo, (oot by the EPA that some of the sites
~cal pressure. . might qualify for federat help in a cleanup :
. In some ways, the Times Beach Solution  buf that most would not. Some of the dioxin
‘may have been a relatively easy one for the is buried deep in landtilis or was deposited
Administration, First, although evacuation . o0 remote_farm roads and therefore pre-
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horse arenas in eastery Missouri and The Minker and Sou

" t bee
of them are still contarminateq even mﬁf‘: Placed on tie ngtigny lsl;ﬁfhztis fo:
their dirt floors were excavated years ngo,  CISA0UD with the money the EPA has deslg.

THERE ARE NE nated for the purpase, But no dect:
Sltes. One of them 1s the ar s SPECted  been mage oo BOW b procees. 0" 1aS

St. Louls Police Academy. For some & key question . i
. Boverning such decis]
the academy alloweq Tesidents to scogﬁg 1s this: is the appmpmgate “actlon !:I‘.f
manure there for their vegetablo Plots. So  ®I" for cleanup? That ks, st what soif con-
dioxin molecules may turg hpunder every  Ceiltation s -djoriy  gonei too
Other radish and turnip in §t, Lopsy 14 be imao 2¥e 0 place? Clearty it
But the most altention is now focused e emim s iwie, ot to pabon unbe-
Bily odeatial community in Tmperia) o . Hevably Speck oy e up and detoxi-
hill overlooking Butler Tesson Ferry Roaa > irom of dioxin in tie
20 miles southwegy of gt Louis It isa'mostry . . -
rurai area that begag to e developed g de- WHILE NO MEDicALLY safe or dap.
Ende ago. Contaminateq dirt was used 1o BETOUS leveis have been established for hy.
dscape &reas cafied the Minker agg4 MARS, the Centers for Disease Control have
Stout sites. Scil tests taken trom Jerdshave 08 MeCominended avoiding contact with
found that contamization trays ranges o5 701 Containing more than one part per bil-
sigh as "o parts per billion of dioxig, By 10 of diexin,
vonirast, the ighes: concentrats i i is exceed
Times Beach are 30¢, under the ro:dn: " wo(rfigeasgzsﬂilstﬁg:g Bliach am!l‘e;:l o I_:he
) ;I'HE PROBI.:EM 1S much more compli- But at-other Piaces the levelg are ﬁ-}:peﬁ;mtt
wated in Imperial because jn, tne i0 years  be much iower, rendering the lsue more
‘:il:o?edm:n?u was deposited much of it pgs  2Mbiguous. i
00W many other home sites and The outcome §
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