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. New York TlmH service 

of the town appeared to be justified OJ:! health grounds, It .... also politicallyexpo­dienllt gave the head of the agency, Anne :·-:ST. LOUIS-The federal ofterto buy aU GorSuch Burtoro, a chance to be seen on of the 'homes and buslnesse!: in Times national television telling hundreds of ~ .Mo .. was a solution to the dioxin· wiped-out wortmg..class tanillles that She contaminated town's problems tIlat ap- and the president baIbored a "deep con­Peared to -have largely satlStied all cern" for their welfare at a time when her Jiiterests. Bllt It avoids the bigger question agency is being accused in CongreSs of be­of what is to be done about all the other ing too cozy with corporate polluters. Bur­places in MisSOuri that are contaminated ford also comptained. that the families' . _with diOxin, some of which Show higher lev- plight had been exploited by the news ".e1s and are geoJogicallY more difficult to media -.4eal wltfl. 
SECOND, IT WAS comparatively cheap. . F~eral offlcialS who came to Missouri Homes in 'that little town on the Meramec Tuesday to make the announcement River are modest. with a $40,000 Muse con­stressed that they meant td set no prece- sidered expensive. It is not otten that a dent in the settlement. which is to cost the whole town can be bought for $33 mUtion. federal government $33 million from the FInallY, cleanup Should not be too ~i~i­SUpertund for toxic waste cleanup. The cult beCause the town Is lIat and the dlonn sttlte's Share of the cost will be $3.3 million. is confined almost entirely to the roadbeds . -The othe"r sites.. the ofticlals indkated, and road.'tide ditches. No decision has been ::WOUZd be considered on their own merits. made on the method. There Is talk of turn­-.-: THE ENVm.ONMENTAL Protection ing the town into a riverside park after :Agency was the laSt ~f the federal agencies Cleanup. "-involved to agree to the buyout for fear of The othe~ confirmed dioxin sites, 21 in setting a preCedent. according to Senate all, present different problems. An aide to sources. But the agency finally agreed. un- Sen. Thomas Eagleton, D-Mo., said She had d.er wbat was desc:r1bed as enormous poUti- been told by the EPA that some of the sites :tal pressure. might qualify for federal help in a cleanup ,~~ In some ways, the Times Beach solution but that most would nol Some of the dioxin :--may have been a relatively easy one for the is buried deep in landfills or was deposited ra_on.,First. althOUgIl eYacuatlon;: on remote. farm r<J34!! and therefore pre-

sents little direct human hazard. It is un­likely that those sites wiD require speedy action. MuCh of the dioxtn was spraYed on horse arenas in eastern Missouri and some of them are stiU contaminated even thoUgh their dirt noors were excavated years ago. 
THERE ARE NEARLY 100 suspected sUes. One of them is the riding arena of tbe st. Louis Police Academy. For Some years the academy allowed residents to SCOOp up manure there for their vegetable plots. So dioXin molecules may turn up under every other radish and turnip in Sl LouIs. 

But the most attention is DOW focused on a residential community in Imperial,. on a hill overlOOking Butler Tesson Ferry Road 20 miles southwest of St. Louis. It is a mostly rural area that began to be developed a de­cade ago. Contaminated dirt w.as used to IaDdscape areas called the Minker and Stout Sites. Soil tests taken !rom 'rards have found that contamina!:!:on th-&/ nnges: &S higb. as 140 parts per billion a1·di.oxin. By contrast. the highest concentrat!ons in TImes Beacb are_ JOC, onder !he roacis. 
THE PROBLEM ]5 mucb more cOmpli­cated in Imperial because in the 10 years SfIlce tbe soU was deposited much of It has eroded and now many other home sites and a nearby stream are contaminated. The site is a hilly wooded one that WiU be difficult to clean up. Federal and Missouri authoritio'!.C: have knnwn di .... -:_ -

origlnal Sites since 1974, but they did nOth~ fog about it unW now. ' 
The' Minker and Stout sites have been placed on the national list of sites for cleanup with the money the EPA has desig­nated for the purpose. But no decision has been made on how to Proceed.. 
A key question governing suCh decisions is ~Js: What is.the appropliate "action lev­el tor cleanup? That ~ at_ what soil con­centration is -dlox1D. considered too hazardous to leave in place? OearJy it ~o~Jd be impossible, not to mention unbe­lieVably expensive, to scrape up and detoXi~ fy every speck of dioXill in Hie enVirOnment 

.WHlLE NO MEDiCALLY sate or dan~ gerous levels have been establiShed for hu­mans. the Centers for Disease Control have iong ~ommended 8\--oidJng contact With soil containing more than one part per bU­!ion of dioxin. 
Clearly that level is exceeded at the worst spots in Times BeaCh and Imperial. But at-other places the levels are likely to be much lower, rendering the issue more ambiguous. 

The outcome. in MisSouri may well de­pe~d not SO much on medical knoWledge, wb.ICh remains elusive, as on bow InnO' th .. 11o ............. ---~. 


