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f-:' ers a ,veek or two to allow 
I their chemicals to dry up, 
I r and wither t..l-te foliage, 
, fighter bombers are sent, 
" t.o targets exposed by the. 
; rernova'] of the jungle can-: 
I opy. 
! The enemy already is 
~,'. aware of. the tactic, for 
l when light observation 
ff, l?lanes sought to pinpoint 
t targets for the hovering 
, bombers" they were met 
f

t
, .. ,.: by unusu,llly heavy anti-

aircraft gun concentrations 
around the sensitive spots, 

E' it was learned. 
" One forward aIr control 
~ plane was shot by a 37-. 

[::~:L~ 

unusual type of armament 
to find so deep in the jun­
gle. 

Some of the allied air 
\var in Southeast Asia is 
no longer revealed in the 
daily communique in: Sai~ 
gon, where strikes in both 

. Laos, . North Vietnam and 
against Viet Cong targets 
in South Vietnam are co­
ordinated. 

It was learned that an 
encounter between Ameri.,;, 
can F-4 fighters and Rus-
s i a n-m a d e MIG-17s oc­
curred Feb. 2, the second 
day after the bombing lull 
ended. 

The four Air Force F-4s 
were flying top cover for 
planes attempting to pick 
up electronic emissions 
from eriemy equipl1l:ent on 
the ground when they 
were jumped by two MIGs. 

Seconds of Warning 
The F-4s, probably 

America's best all-purpose 
plane in Vietnam, had just 
seconds of warning that 

, _ unknowns were in. the 
y' ~'area, and so took evasive 

action. The MIGs madeJir­
ing passes but without re­
sults. The F-4s took up the 
chase hut lost their ad­
versaries. So the brief su­
personic duel was ended 
with no. runs, no hits, no 
errOrs. 

Because of this, Ameri­
.: can . headquarters appar­

ently 'decided to ·refrain 
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~ from releasing this "near 
encounter. II But since' en .. 
counters with MIGs are 
rare, other sources chose 
to reveal it. . , 
t ,.:..t';,.,...:.......-........... ~a 
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1. ,U.S. Steps Up Effort \1 
frat Jungle Defoliation IJ 
~, BY JACK FOISIE 

f'" SAIGON-The U.S~~::taff:;~~g by the Americanmi-
~z F' orce has stepped up its 'Jitary headquarters re-
~., . lease of figures that indi-'l 

I
~' attscks on the Ho Chi Minh cated increased infiltra-1 

'.':." Trail in Laos using spray lion despite Air Force and:l 
chemicals to destroy fol- Navy bombings in North 1 

if' iage along the maze of Vietnam, is undertaking a 
;:;- new tactic-the attempted 
{.:. paths and roads over severance of the resupply , I ..... · .. ). which the Viet Cong move line at perhaps its, most 
'" 'men and materials into vulnetable segment, the Ii South Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh Trail. 1. ' Authoritative source~, The defoliation plane ~ 
",,'. revealed Tuesday that, in squadron, '. C a II e d 'The . i I(v ' , an effort to improve the ef- Ranchands" by, the Air ~1 

i ... ·.·,· .. ,..... fectiveness of bombing, Force, 'has been withdrawn i 
the jungle trails are being from missions elsewhere. "11' 

defoliated to better expose and is being pittedagains! 
the movement of motor . the deep jungle of techni-' 

'l!;, ','. convoys and backpack ,COO-cally neutral Laos, it was ~ 

I
~:- lie trains. 'learned. . i 

..

..• ,., .•... , ... '.,., .. ",.' Although the increased Some 12 to 16 C,123 ' _ attacks on the routes of in'" transports hav'e'- beeri ,'cort- 'i 
filtration are' not being 'verted into weed-killing, 1 

t~ .. :f pu blicized. it IS becomin,g tankers with lot1.g spray: , 
t~ evident that the, U.S. AIr booms extending under:-' ~t 
~ Force, using planes based neath their tails. They are . ,~ 
(.. in Vietnam or in Thailand, flying either from Saigon '1 
~i is intensifying its efforts to' or northernmost Da Nang 1 
t. . cut down

fl 
the Nf-?hrthfVieets- against the Ho Chi Minh '.'1 

• namese ow 0, e orc Trail, seeking to expose 
~., of war which have become stream crossing :or other I 
~" the main support for the vulnerable spots along the 1 
~." Viet Cong insurgent army trail. ~ 
t jn South Vietnam. h A' . After giving the spray-, 4 
,. It appeared that t e lr, t Force command, perhaps Please Turn to Pg. 16, Col. 3j ,1 
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