U.S. to Push Chemical

‘War on Viet

.10 Million Gallons of Plant-Killer Will Be
Dumped in Year to Deny Foe Food, Cover

WASHINGTON ®~The:
ir Force is prepating to.
ump 10 million gallons-of..
-vegetation ~and crop - kill- ©-
g . poison over. South

ning 'this - July, “officials
Ssay, Lo i
> The move -represents a’
i broadening of the chemi..
sivcal warfare effort to strip
ungle".cover from and
eny food fo enemy
rOopE. . . :
And it may result in a
hortage ‘of weed-killers
ised by American
10meowners, Chemical
yroducers last year were
eported strapped just to
;eep up with defense or-’
erse. - - .
"Air Force officials told
Congress last week the
".chemicals required for
.Vietnam operations in fis-
cal- 1969 will cost $70.9
nillion, an increase of
$24,9 million over the fis-
wcal 1968 figure. -

. chemicals are harmless-to
human and animal life and

Vegetation

In- 1967, the Air Force

‘bought. $38.8 million  in

defoliants and herbicides

“to spray over territory-in .
: South Vietnam, .. B
ietnam in the year begln- , -

. The wide ap'pl'i‘cétlioﬁ of !
chemicals, ‘has  brought :
periodie, complaints , from

“selentists and others.that.:

it may lead to-more.deadly "
chemical warfare or have
enduring effects,- -

- The Pentagon says the-

do not make the soil’

-sterile for future growth.

- Dffjelals said in response
to questions that more
than 909 of the chemical
program is designed to kill
jungle growth concealing
known enemy staging
areas or to remove poten-:
tial ambush concealment

~from along roads, rai] lines

and canals used. _

The remainder is aimed
at wiping out food sup-
plies grown by or for the

enemy,

Coniinued from First Page.
town -Saigon, Vietnamese
government troops . said
they found 287 Communist

‘hodies, victims.of artillery

and earlier fighting.

. Vict Cong.mortars conti- |
‘nued to strike sections of
Saigon. %nd terrorists shot .

an American serviceman

to death onh a street near
Tan-Son Nhut Air Base, =
The niunber of - Killed
and injured- ¢ivilians -was -

Saigon. hospitals reported

Sunday that 105 eivilians -

‘had died of wounds in
their wards and said an-
other 2,601 were treated,

-Countless more were vic-
“tims of terror attacks.

A U.S. gpokesman said
that 98 Cominunist fatali-
ties previously reported to
have occurred in a desper-

“ation attempt by the Reds -
to break out of an entrap-

ament near the Y bridge in
Saigon actually occurred

in scattered actions rather |

than a single attack, .

Communist artillerymen- |’
to the north of Saigon sent, |

rockets crashing into the
U.S. air base and helicop-
ter pad at Da Nang before

- dawn and again at dusk. |

2

in the thousands; and re.
- fugees - clogged - the city. -
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