May 24, 1967

SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS

Page 7

SAIGON—There are few “nor-
mal’’ days for C-123 Provider
airlift aircrews flying through-
out South Vietnam.

Recently, a day started out

“pormally” for Capt. Paul F.

Cecil, 33, of Hutchinson, Kan.,
a Provider pilot, and SSgt. John
F. Merritt, 35, of Tacoma,
Wash., a loadmaster, both of
the 19th Air Commando Squad-
ron. It never ended that way.
Hauling ratiors and

into and out of Seng Mau, Song
Be and Bien Hoa AB, the crew
was witkin 30 minutes of com-
pleting their 12-hour duty day.
Then, the Bien Hoa Alrlift Con-
trol Element notified the crew
that they were tabbed for a
“Combat Essential’”’ mission.

Flying to Thu Dau Mot, the
crew picked up two 15mm
howitzers which were needed at
Dau Tieng. “The problem was,”
said Sergeant Merritt, ‘‘that

while Rying vital alrlift sorties

while howitzers are usual_Iy easy
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to load and off-load, the ones we

were to deliver weren’t even put

together. They were in 4,000-
pound crates.”

The crew, without a forklift,
had to improvise to load the air-
craft. Sergeant Merritt said,
““We picked the crates up with
a truck crane and slid our roller
conveyors upside down under-
neath them so that the roilers
were flush with the truck bed.
This way, all we had to do was
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shove everything —cargo and
conveyors—into the aircraft.”
The crew flew the cargo to
Dau Tieng with little trouhle,
hut they had io use another
technique to off-load the howit-
zers. “We used a forklift with a
chain hooked to it and iowed
them onto the ground,” Capiain
Cecil said. o
Impressed with their willing-
ness to assist during a work day

that now 1_1_eared 14 hours, an

Army major engraved Captain
Cecil and Sergeant Merritt’s
names on the first shelis to bhe
fired from -the weapons as a
token of the Army’s apprecia-
tion, :

“We were glad to help,”” Cap-
tain. Cecil said. “We landed at
night without lights. They said
they would line some jeeps up
to provide lights, but it would
take 20 minutes. I couldn’t wait.
In 20 minutes, I might lose my
courage.”




