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- Beakley, 27,'a UC-123 “Ranch+|

hand” pilot; with ‘the.:12th "Air
ug?xp_mando Squadron "at” Bien

~ Ran d’l’a”d Rﬁ@”{ '

4 shape. We immediately pulled

'
'

S

Tight side of my heimet. My
face was cut up with shell frag-
ments and flying glass. My co--
--pilot;-was “not 4n - much- better-

}-.“‘:' ey ST R
vHog. ‘AB, looked: forward- to. hi
?:I_Sith;,‘ _m'isslonf - with: exi:lteni'é‘rlli
-dand.anticipation

| hismissions. ., "

" Pre-mission  briefings .. were;
over. Pre-flighf: checklists:wera
completed -and takeoff was :nor‘{i'

mal.The unarmed, camouflaged:
“alraraft * Was“‘g’smﬁf’ Wwinging/jts
‘way toward Chu- Lal,south;
Da Nang ABeswimiorts

eraft position' in a three-ship
formation,” recalled the Center
Point, Tex., native. “Ten min-
utes from the target we spotted
our fighter. cover, three sleek
F-4C Phantoms stireaking: in-
over the target and clearing the.

area of enemy emplaceme:}ta.‘h
“Qur first pass was unevent-

down for our second pass we
- got it right through the wind--
shield with. 30-caliber armor-

piercing incendiary, Eo
“The windshield

which completely shattered  the

185 pa.doeg-all |

“We were flying second air- |

‘I manner . under conditions which

ful. But as we banked and came .

shattered.
Fiying glass was everywhere. .
I was hit by a shell particle’

out of formation, got-out of the .
area and took stock:.of our in-
‘juries and damage,. ' :
“Feeling nausea. and fearing |
I would faint, 1 got out of the
-left seat and the navigator as- :
sisted the copilot in- flylng the .
. aircraft. .The: flight : engineer, °
§Sgt.  Charles T, Dayenport, on
his second one-year tour In -
South Vietnam, was all over the
cockpit assisting the two men in
keeping the bird stable. o
" “We made- it back to the near-
_est ajrfield, which happened to
~be Da Nang, and landed safely. .
"] take my hat off to every .
" member of the crew,"” the former .
B-52. ‘copilot exclaimed. *Thev
- all performed in an outstanuug

“demanded the utmost in skill ;
--and .airmanship. :
- *] would fly with them any- .
where, at any time,” he de- -
_clared. T .
- The entire crew which :flew '

~with - Captain’ Beakley on the
.. memorable mission has_since -
_rotated ' back ‘to the United

" States.
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T e e government,
Saigon ' this -vitaily.

. o xrs Vter. %
" Soeuth Vietnam an-|
nounced yesterday that|
planes have begun for the
first time to defoliale the!
‘southern half of the de-
militarized zone.
: "The" announcement ivas
contained in a note from
the Saigon government to
the International Control
Commission charging
North Vietnam with re-
peated violations . of the
-.fcrontier. o
‘ r'I“he government said it had
decided to spray its half of
the zone to make it more dif-
ij_ric;ut for ‘North Vietnam tlo
rinfiltrate men and supplies
"across the 17th parallel. . .
" {The spray planes grj o
| Alr- Force - transports ;g“ﬁ

“Specia

said, :
The South

Con)

1 thq"

An official U.S. mission]

1“The United: States fully
supports the position of the:

..CEASE-FIRE '
The announcement came '
only two days before the Tet
holiday " cease-fire
Wednesday.
sources do not consider defol- |
,iation missions offensive op- |
erations, they said,:But it}
was not clear wl -
missions would be 2%
during the cease-fir

would be taken to insure that
the chemical spray does not
fall on North Vietnam’s side
of the zone, US. sources

ernment also said it ‘“regret-
ted”’; that the International
( gk Commission was not
;Fable"tp"police the border ade-

ggg aly:d- as it was set up to
+|do-Ainder the 1854 Geneva ac-

s~ INFILTRATION 7% -
" sdgpording to government --
W jiraes, North Vietnam infilg 7
n ha

detulalion . mis
zone began o

s continued apac

. 11w complained A4 £
sald yosterday: “pit the decision now
| conduct spraying missions i .-
“of Vi 'jn, the- zofle was made becaus?
;i?npqut';tﬂﬁ,;ﬁ ‘weather, wind and operations{---

to} =

£

... 1al conditions- were suitabley. ~.

" . the sources said.. . - i TRT
|- U.S. officials 'emphasized; =
that the defoliation chemi-;!-.-m
cals are harmless to humang; "
and animals. =~ " ‘
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