
Chemical Deterrent 
Needed, DoD Says 

. WASHINGTON-TheU.s./ive by the Slate Department and years ago renounced the use of submitted to the Senate for raUw biological agents and promised fJcation Aug. 19, 1970. No acUon 
1 tha, this nation will never be the has been taken. ·l-,,ilrst to employ chemical weat' In submitting the protocol, the 

;< ons. Butthe.Pentagon says It State Department qu.alified Its , : :; needs to keep a chemical war· endorsement by stating, "It'ts .' ; fare capability as a deterrent. the .United states' understand· '," "HJstorically, the use of chemi-· ing of the protocol that it does '.'"':~:fj ;: eal weapons in war has essen· Dol prohibit the use in war of i.~'\~"."l_~ tially been restrained by the riot control agents and chemical "'<Fill': .(",1, threat of retaliation in kind," herbicides." ;. ('r; , .• Amos A. Jordan, acting assistant -' The Pentagon continues to :Ii." • sec. retary of Defense 10f interna~ sUfPort ratification or the proto~ .. ;:.,' ' «onal security affairs, told a co "as submitted to the Senate," )iI.:ul,', llouse Foreign AffaIrs subcom- Jordan said. ,,-,' " mJuee recently • .. \~\~""i' 'IlWe belleve tbat such a capa­
"_'~!:'~ .. I$:' billty lor retaliation continues to 
";~~i' ~';,. I &~rve as a deterent to such use '. ' . today," Jordan said. 

THE SOVIET Union "is better 
prepared to operate offensively 
and defensivelY in a chemical 
warfare environment than any 
other nation in the world," he 
nld, adding that chemIcal war· 
fare is integral to Soviet doc· trine and training. 

To add credibility to deter­
rence, an ddequate stockpile of 
chemical munitfons is required 
but U.S. suppJies may be too low Jordan pointed out. 

"Our current· stockpile of 
munitions is limited. and does, 
Dot fully provide the capabiUly 
we believe is necessary to ade~ quately support all U.s. forces in 
case chemical warfare is used against US," be stated. 

Ellorts to upgrade the stoc::k· 
pUe Include research and devel­

. 0rment - but not production -o nerve agents, including SODHI 
binary munitions, Jordan said. 

THE GENEVA Proto,pI of 
1925; which bans the first use in war of poison and other gateS 
and germ warfare, was approved 


