 Chemical

Deterrent

Needed, DoD Says

" WASHINGTON — The U.S. five
ears ago renounced the use of
lological agents and promised

"1 that this nation will never be the

'} -first to employ chemieal weg

{4i-ons, But the Pentagon says it

{; needs to keep a chemical war-

; fare capability as a deterrent, ,

.« Historlcally, the use of chemi-

: ¢al weapons in war has esson-

¢ Hlally been restrained by the

threat of retaliation in kind,”

Amos A, Jordan, acting assistant
Secretary of Defense for interng-

" tional fecurity affairs, told a

falrs subcom-

House Foreign Af
- Iittee recently,

', We believe that such a capo-
bility for retaliation continues to
serve ag a deterent to such uge
* today,” Jordan said, .

THE SOVIET Union “is better
prepared to oPerate offensively
and defensively
warfare envirenment than any
other natlon in the world,* he
#ald, adding that chemical war-
fare is integral to Soviet doc-
rine and tra ning,

To add credibility to deter-
rence, an adequute stockpile of
chemical munitions is required
but U.S, supplies may be feo
low, Jordan pointed out.

“Our current ‘stockpile of
munitions is Hmited, and does
not fully provide the capability
we believe is necessary to ade-
quately support all U.8, forees in
case chemical warfare is used
against us,” he stated,

Efforts to upgrade the stock-
pileInclude research and devel.

» opmant — but not production —
O nerve agents, including some
binary munitions, Jordan said,

THE GENEVA Protoepl of
1625, which bans the first uge in
war of poison and other gases
and germ warfare, wag approved

by the State Department and
submitted to the Senate for ratl-
ficatlon Aug. 19, 1970. No action -
has been taken.

In submitting the protoeol, the
State Department qualified its .
endorsement by stating, “It is
the United States’ understand.
ing of the frotocol that it does

‘not prohibit the use in war of
riot coptrol agents and chemical
herbicides” :

"' The Pentagon continues to

. support ratification of the proto-
col *as submitted to the Senate,” .

- Jordan said.

.

in a chemiecal



