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N9t ,pll .fear Agent Orange 's e(f~.cts 
By DAVID ROUNTREE 
Journal SloH Writer 

FORT WALTON BEACH - Okaloosa 
Island resident Jack Spey once spent his 
workdays coating the foliage of Vietnam 
with an herbicide popularly known as 
Agent Orange. 

Unlike many of veterans of that war, 
however, Spey isn't the least bit concerned 
about his long and heavy exposure to the 
chemical. 

"'Agent Orange' is a media word," Spey 
said in an interview this week. "The 

..... 

An Oka/oosa resident who handled Agent Orange isn't 
concerned about possible ill effects, and recent tests 
support his confidl!nt attitude. 

herbicide we sprayed was actually made 
up of two chemciais, 2·4·D and 2-4-5-T." 

When those two substances are 
combined. the manufacturing process 
yields a toxic by· product - dioxin. It is the 
highly-poisonous dioxin which is, in effect, 

at the center ot the Agent Orange 
controversy. 

And controversy it has been. Under ever­
increasing pressure (rom such veterans 
organizations as Agent Orange Victims In­
ternational. Congress this summer passed 

...... 

the Veterans' Health Care, Training and 
Small Business Act of 1981. President 
Reagan signed the bill Nov. 3. 

The law mandates, albeit in very general 
language, that the Veterans Admin~stra­
tion provide certain health care benefits to 
Vietnam veterans . who may have been 
exposed to Agent Orange. . 

Congress gave the V A responsibility for 
deciding which veterans were exposed and 
directed the agency to draft guidelines for 

See AGENT. Page ZA 
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Agent Orange's effects 
1 Okaloosa resident who handled Agent Orange isn't 
mcerned about possible ill effects, and recent tests 
IPPOrl his confident attitude. 

. we sprayed was actually made 
chemcials, 2·4·D and 2·4·5·T." 
those two substances are 

I, the manufacturing process 
)xic by-product - dioxin. It is the 
isonous dioxin which is, in effect, 

at the center of the Agent Orange 
controversy. 

And controversy it has been. Under ever­
increasing pressure from such veterans 
organizations as Agent Orange Victims In­
ternational, Congress this summer passed 

.. -

the Veterans' Health Care, Training and 
Small Business Act of 1961. President 
Reagan signed the bill Nov. 3. 

The law mandates, albeit in very general 
language, that the Veterans Administra­
tion provide certain health care benefits to 
Vietnam veterans who may have been 
exposed to Agent Orange. 

Congress gave the VA responsibility for 
deciding which veterans were exposed and 
directed the agency to draft guidelines for 

See AGENT. Page 2A 
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Mandel 
to be freed 
President Reagan 
has commuted the 
sentence of former 
Maryland Gov. 
Marvin Mandel, 
who has been im­
prisoned at Eglin 
Air Force base for 
the past 19 
months. Story, 
Page lC. 
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Fair ~ 

Forecasts 
Pensacola 

Fair and cooler lodoy , HI9h 
todoy In the low 60s . Low 10. 
night in Ih~ low JOs. Northwes. 
terly winds 101020 mph. 

Florida 
Mostly foir throvoh Satur­

doy . Conllnued coollodov and 
colder agoln tonight and Sot. 
urdoy. · Highs mostly In the 
low to mld-60s north. ronving 
10 the mid· 70s south. Lows 
mos lty in Ihe JOs norlh. 40s 
centrol and SOs sovlh. f:)(cep, 
In the 60s southeastern beach. 
f:SOnCI Keys. 

Alabama 
Fair, windy and colder to­

doy. Fair and cold tonight. 
Sunny SoturdaY. Highs lodov 
from 48 to 62. Lows tonight in 
the upper lOs to lower lOs. 
HighS Saturday in Ihe 505. 

Marine Forecast 
(SynopSis Coastal Waten) 
Apalachicola 10 Port Arthur 

- A stron", cold front will 
move e-ostword 10 near Apala­
chicola arovnd noon today. 

Apalachllcolo to 81101C1 _ 
North and northwesterly 
winds neor 20 knots toda,;, and 
tonight. Seas" to 7 I~t b,;, lale 
lodo,;,. Fair skies. 

Extended oullooks 
(SundaylhrOUgh Tue,day, 
Pensacola - MoslI.... fair 

Skies. Cold SUndoy and 
wormer Monda.... through 
Tuesday . Hlgtl Sundov ..... ,., ... IJ'I 

Agent Orange _____ Frn_m_PaC_elA _____ _ 

implementation or the Jaw. 
VA officials handled the first deci­

sion - concerning which Vietnam 
veterans could possibly have come 
in contact with Agent Orange -
with simplicity: If a veteran of the 
Vietnam War claims even the possi· 
bility of exposure, he or she will be 
granted a free examination by V A 
physicians. 

Although expansive in offering 
the examination, the VA, according 
to "interim" guidelines re leased last 
week, gets tough in determining eli­
gibility for (ree health care. 

The guidelines become final fol· 
lowing publication in the Federal 
Register and a 30·day period for 
public comment. 

After providing the physical ex­
amination, medical history and "ap­
propriate diagnostic studies," VA 
doctors are instructed by the guide­
lines to determine first whether 
health problems are aClually pres­
ent. then "whether the condition (if 
present) resulted from a cause other 
than the specified exposure." 

The guidelines also spell out sev· 
eral types of disease "not ordinarily 
considered to be due to such expo· 
sure." These include congenital ill ­
ness, health problems known to 
have "pre.existed" military service 
and all disease stemming from "spe­
cific and well-esta blished" sources 
- tuberculosis and gout, for exam­
ple . . 

The final deCision. or authoriza­
tion, for treatment will be handed 
down by VA hospital chiefs of staff. 
The guidelines require those physi­
cians to thoroughly document their 
reasons for authorizing treatment. 

According to an official in the 
VA's headquarters in Washington, 
the agency anticipated a "swarm" of 
veterans anxious to take advantage 
:>f the new law. The official, who re­
quested anonymity, said tpe rush 
has failed so far to materialize. 

He speculated the slow response 
"could be due to the fact 'that not so 
many veterans are really worried 
about exposure to Agent Orange -
not so many as all the publicity 
would suggest." 

Spcy agrees with that assessment 
unhesitantly. 

"All the scientific evidence gath. 
ered on this subject to date shows 
absolutely no cause-effect relation­
ship between (Agent Orange) and 
long-term medical problems of any 
sort," he contends. 

The much·decorated , retired Air 
Force major flew more than 1.100 
combat · hours in Vietnam, many of 
them inside an aircraft chock·full of 
the toxic herbicide. The unit respon­
s ible for those spraying sorties, as 
well as the defoliation operation it­
self, was known as "Ranch Hand." 

Between 1962·70. Agent Orange 
containing, all told, an estimated 
130 pounds of dioxin was sprayed 

on South , Vietnamese vegetation. 
More than 1,000 troops were in­
volved in the operation at one time 
or another. 

> And a majority of them are now 
. ' ·members of a .group called the 

Ranch Hand Association. Spey 
helped establish the organization 
and has been its president the past 
four years. 

The growing concern over Agent 
Orange, he says. is of little concern 

. to the men who ~prayed it. 
"The members of our association. 

almost to a man, are tired of the con· 
troversy;" he said. 'They believe 
science;· they don't believe media 
hype. Some of them have health 
problems - i have some health 
problems - but we don't believe 
our problems are related to this so­
called Agent Orange." 

But enough veterans do believe 
that, or fear the possibility, to have 
caused a considerable stir on Capi­
tol Hill. The White House, too, has 
been sympathetic. Scientific litera· 
ture, however, tends to bolster the 
views of men like Spey 

A year ago, the VA hired a Virgin· 
ia think-tank, J.R.B. Associates of 
Mclean, to conduct a "comprehen­
sive literature review of worldwide 
scientific literature on Agent 
Orange and other phenoxy he rbi· 
cides used in Vietnam." The con­
sulting firm reported its findings 
Oct.!. 

"Nothing was found in the 1,200 
studies reviewed that showed any 
link between· long· term or chronic 
problems and dioxin," the VA oW­
'cial said. "nothing at all." He said 
the literature review · included stud· 
ies going back 20 years. in addition 
to "any particularly relevant reo 
search farther back than that." 

Recent clinical statistics are con· 
sistent with the earlier studies, ac­
cording to , the oCficial. He said 
66,000 Vietnam veterans have been 
examined over the past four years 
for health problems the patients be­
lieved to be related to Agent Orange 
exposure. 

Of that 66,000, he said. only 
10,000 subsequently filed compen· 
sation claims of any kind. And only 
1.000 of those patients werE' deter· 
mined to have health problems con­
nected with military service. or with 
their period of active service. 

But regardless of whether (ears 
about Agent Orange are justified, he 
added, "there's no doubt that thE:y're 
genuine fears. " 

"The Veterans Administration 
realizes that the Vietnam veteran is 
our highest priority right now," he 
said. "The Agent Orange debate ts 
critically important to them and 
they are especially important to us \ 
- they're still having to readjust. :;J 

"The whole country ought to b~ 
concerned about the men whp.? .. ~ 
fought in that war," he said. . ~~." 
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