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TARPON“ PRINGS- Quite
often we “here in Tarpon
Springs areé privileged to host
visiting organizations  from
‘around the, country, drawn
“here becauge of the beautiful
bayous, historic and pletur-

-visit Ta

‘esque sponge-docks, hospitable -
“and gracious Greek - heritage -

and the closeness of Innis.
 brook'ong'of the
resorts,

nation’s t6p

On Oct. 912, the city

hosted & 'small but select
group ‘of Air Force veterans

!

- who flew tdgether in Vietnam.

These men and their families
(about 40 ’ln number) were
gathered-. ‘lggre_‘-;tq _celebrate
their ; 14t}

srAfel

_ h*x! and”, the nick-
name for the elite group that
flew their‘missions at less
than. 160 feet.over the rugged

“Rane

© with the

mountain }errain and the flat -

unprotective ‘delta of Viet-

nam, ;de{p ;j;__lted the dense.

- flawed, ; ,
“often. riddled. - with - inaccu- -

rpon -

jungle ‘cover from whiéh_ the
Vietcong and Nort Viet-
namese ambushed '~ U.S.

convoys and troops. They
earned the reputation of being

one of the most shot-at Air -

Force. units in combat.
Several of the aircraft have

‘well over 4,000 scars from -

v iuthe. inine-year period.. from ..
193 throngh 17T, R

concerning “agent orange”, -

the  defoilant  24D/245T
sprayed in Vietnam, has been
‘sensationalized, and for the
most part is scientifically
emotionalized and

* bullet holes garnered’ duFing

R
-

. R
Recent press coverage .

racies. Some individuals are .

claiming their medical - pro- .

blems result from ~contact

serving in Vietnam,

Several notable
taries’ addressed the group,
including the surgeon general

digna-.

defoilant ~~ while

of the United States Air

Force, Lt. Geri. Paul Myers.



