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s nothing to be concerned about.

: belief that if a person examines the valid, scientiﬁc.datf
. it is difficult 10 See any connection belween materials,
* said Jack Spey, president of the Ranch Hand Reunion
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(From Page A-I)~

“T've seen lhe very best malterials on this and it's my

Group. ; .
‘Er‘hese vets have problems, but I don't see any con- |
nection,” he said from his home in Fort Waiton Beach.
Not all Ranchhands share Spey’s view, N
Richard King, a Ranchhand now living in Abilene,
Texas, claims his body is a mess. Tests show he has hve1; :
" abnormalities, stomach and digestive problems, and a hal
dozen skin disorders.
He also has cancer. :
King says its because of Agent Orange. .
“When I sent in my claim, I said it was spec1f1ce_111y'
as a result of Agent Orange. 1 think it was fairly
ajudicated, but there was no mention by the VA of dioxin
isoning,” he says. L _
mlehegVA did 3;rlot mention dioxin poisoning because it
does not recognize such claims. More than 550 veterans —
23 in Florida — have filed ctaims saying they have prob-
Lo Agent Orange. )
lemsIclit:sm grfn{ disabilities and treat a veteran for any
problem, but it baiks at connecting Agent Orange with a
laint. _ o
coml‘?’t'nu have to have two things to claim a d‘l‘S&blllly,
said Strat Appleman of the VA in Washington. “One, T{gu
© must have a disability. Just the fe;r is not enough. Two,
it must be related to military service. Agent Orange is so
' bI‘Od(}’l‘he broader the effects, the less the chance you will
\ find the cause of the effects. Trlm ;sn\:};;(} we are finding
Orange claims,” Applem id.
for Aﬁi?tc en. g arih Dettinger, U.S. Air Force' deputy sur-
geon, echoed Appleman’s remarks last year during a con-
gressional hearing on Ageni Orange.
“The alleged numbness and tingling is a very, very
- ecommon symplom of hyperventitation of md.nfid:_}als who
. are under some sorl of mental anxiety or strain,” Deltin-
B tfelt)'tf.;:)llf'i.f:is‘simn, malaise, lethargy, clearly go along with
individuals who are suffering some sori of emotional trau-

ma in their social adaptation or their living. Impotence, -’

" loss of sexual drive is extremely common.
: “These are very vague symploms. There has no_l
" been one single human death reported at all from any ex-

posire to any of these herbicides or dioxin, TCCD, not
© one.” .
ore iests are being encouraged.
?‘g}e l:ir Force has agreed to study the Ranchhands
- for six years. ] y
' Serf. Alan Cranston, D-Calif.. has sponsored legisla-
tion calling for the Center for Disease Control in Allanta
to conduct a thorough epiderniological examination of per-
sons exposed to dioxin.
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. By PATRICK YACK

Times-Union Staff Writer :
Petly Officer Adolpho Deguzman

poisoned by his own country until after
he returned from Vietnam.

He says he was in perfect health be-
fore he left for Vietnam in 1965. When he
relurned home in 1969, he came back
wilh an irritating skin rash, a huge blotch
on his lungs and a thousand questions.

Surgeons removed two-thirds of his
lung and a benign tumor in 1970.

Years later he fell victim to a host of
myslerious ailmerits. :

“I got this rash all over my body, my
head and my private parts” he recalls
from his home in Jacksonville.

“I would cough a lot, too. I have a
loss of memory. 1 am confused and irrita-
ble. T didn't have these things before. [
was in perfect health before I went to
Vietnam.”

Deguzman is one of thousands of

have been exposed to Agent Orange — a
herbicide used to kill the leaves on jungle
plants and destroy crops.

They say they have liver and kidney
problems. They say they are impotent,
lethargic, tired, volatile.” They say they
have terrible cases of acne. They say

sometimes their arms or legs go numb.
They say they have cancer.

One chemical found in Agent Orange -
is dioxin, a highly toxic substance known
Lo cause problems in laboratory animals,
But no one is certain what long-term ef-
fects dioxin has on humans.
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It has been the uncertainty about

Vets and officials
differ on dangers
gent Orange

did not suspect he may have been’

Vietnam veterans who believe they may -

Agent Orange that has stimulated the
controversy.

The Veterans Administration has
drawn the mosl criticism, primarily from

Vietnam war veterans and some con- )

gressmen.

They say the VA has been slow to
address the complaints and charges from
veterans who believe they have service-
connected disabilities because they were

exposed lo Agent Orange, dumped by the

thousands of gallons on Vietnamese jun-
gles,
Officials at the VA say there is little

evidence to support claims that Agent 7

Orange is harmful.

“This is being studied by the top sci-
entists in the country,” said one top VA
official “We have to rely on their work ”

The National Academy of Science

- conducted a study of Agent Orange dur-

ing the latter part of the war and repart-
ed in 1974 it could not conclude the herbi-
cide was harmiul to humans,

The Air Force, at Eglin Air Force
Base near Forl Walton Beach, reached
basically the same conclusion after vears
of examining rodents exposed to 24,5-T,
one of the main chemicals in Agent
Orange.

The VA also notes industrial acci-
dents involving 2,45-T. None have pro-
duced long-term effects.

Moreover, the VA and the Air Force
claim notie of the Ranchhands — the Air
Force veterans who flew spraying mis-
sions in Vietnam — have experienced
any problems,

Even many Ranchhands feel there

(See HERBICIDE, Page A-3)

| _

e )




