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;:~~~:~;:S~:':~=~:~/a;r"C How The troops wearing full chemical 
""'ar/are gear as they attack. 

Soviets Use 
Chemicals To 

Wage War 
BY AL SANTOLI 

T
HE PHU BIA MOUNTA INS OF LAOS 
are greeOesl in November. The long winter 
monsoon rains have ended and wildflowers 
are abundant in the rugged fOOlhills. Lee 
Mai, a 25-year-old schoolteacher in {he 
village of Maung Hong, was walking in a 
neighbor's field when he saw the hel icop­

ters come again. 
He watched in horror as the metal birds circled 

above the community of 300 wooden and grass thatch 
houses. Star1led parents uied [Q grab their screaming 
children and run for cover as exploding clouds of red 
smoke and a musty yellow rain descended from the sky. 

Those covered by the wet, sticky substance began 
spinning wildly in uncontrollable seizures, gasping for 
breath, blood spouting from their nose!> and mourns as 
they died. 

Two years later, November 1982, across the Phu Bia 
range in the village of Nang Ching, 13-year-o ld Mai 
Lor was on harvest vacation from school. Early in the 
morning. as she was walking to begin work in her 
father's rice fie ld, she saw an airplane spray the myste­
rious yellow substance. After cautiously waiting a few 
hours , Mai entered the field . She became dizzy and 
nauseous; her skin turned itchy and began 10 blister. 
For a week after the aHack. Mal's entire family was 

....... ...... C!I' __ 

bedridden with fever. nausea. diarrhea and burning 
eyes. Neighbors who had been direclly sprayed died a 
violem death. blood pouring from every opening in 
Iheir bodies. 

The Lor family learned thai neighbonng villages. 
inhabned by Hmong tnbespt:ople-man~ of whom 
had been America's allies in the war against the Viel­
namese invaders and Iheir Pathet Lao sUlT02altS-had 
experienced "yellow rain" attacks in recent monlh£ , 
suffering many deaths. In January 1983, the Lor family 
tearfully made their last visli 10 the Nang ChlOg com­
munity church and joined their neighbors in a danger­
ous two-week walle to seek refuge across the Mekong 
River in Thailand. 

In 1975, the Hmong populalion numbered 400,000 
out of a tota1 population of 3 million Laotians. Today, 
it is eSlimated at less than 75,0<Xl. Mosl ha\'e been 
killed or driven out by starvation o r lethal chemical 
attacks. Dr. Khamsenkeo Sen2Stith. former bureau di­
rector of the Laotian Communisl s' ministr\' of health, 
defected 10 Peking in 1981 He ~!ates: 'The \/ietname~e 
use chemical weapons 10 the air and on the ground. 
kliling thousands upon thousands of people .. 

American and Thai inlelligence have mOllltored So­
viet radio transmissions inside Laos regardmg shIp­
meniS of chemical weapons to the Phu Bia regIon and a 
Soviet general inspecting chemical munition s depots. 
The Laotian Air Force is run by 500 Soviet adVIsers. A 
Laotian pilot who defected in 1979 gave a detailed 
description of the chemical warfare missions he new 
and the overall Soviet-VieUlamese program being waged 
against the Hmong. HIS accounts were verified by 
previous c ivilian refugee and resl stance-fighlt: r leSI i mo­
nies and satellite phOlographs . The pilot said this pro­
gram is named "Extinct Destruction Operallons" and is 
intended "to wipe out the Hmong people .. 

In 1963, reponsofchemical-blological warfare (CB\\') 
came out of Yemen . Since then, they ha ve come from 
remOie mountain regIOns in Laos. Camboclia. Viemam 
and Afghanistan. Thousands oflerrified homeless peo­
ple have told the same SIOI)' and have sho\\ n Ihe same 
horrifying medical symplOms. Soviet military manuals 
explain the operational use of these weapons. Soyiel 
bloc defectors testify to their use. Physicians document 
and treat countless victims. Yet world governing and 
scientific tribunal s remain paralyzed and refuse 10 ac­
knowledge the use of these weapons because they fea r 
a new chemical arms race and are inlimldaled by the 
implications of underlying Sov iel intention~. . 

Dr. B,A. Zilaia, professor of surgery at Columbia 
University College of Physicians and Surgeons and a 
pulmonary specialist, has wor~d inside Afghanistan, 
caring for Mujahidin resistance fighters and civilians. 
In Baluchistan, he found a large number of people 
suffering from a mysterious variety of symptoms Ill­
eluding chronic nosebleeds, nausea, shonness of breath, 
nervous tremors and skin lesions. All the victims de­
scribed being attacked by black or yellow smoke from 
Soviet aircraft. 

Some doctors found that the victims' skin problems 
only responded to medicine used for chemical bums . 
After examining numerous palienls with breathing dif­
ficulty and black spots around their lungs, which ruled 
out tuberculosis. Dr. Zikria discovered that in medical 
history this problem has only been seen in chemIcal 
warfare victims. Returning 10 the U.S., Dr. Zikna 
studied reports from Laos and Cambodia and found 
almost identical symptoms in reported chemical war­
fare victims there. 

Today, in New York, .Dr. Zikria says: "Though there 
are debates over what is causing the problem, from the 
clinical standpoint the evidence is overwhelmmg thai 
chemical wariare is happening . The effect oflhe agenl 
on the victim is more impor1ant [han its idenllficalion . 
As with cancer, we don't know exactly whal causes ii, 
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"C onventional weapons are complex and expensive. Poisons are chearand they 
have the killing power of nuclear weapons without attracting so much attention." 

bUI we can diagnose il by its effccts--poisoning is a warfare agents can be applied with aircraft spray equip- • Some Soviet toxins denved from fungi are LmposSI­medical and clinicaJ problem. The physician's reality men! and similar dispersion systems." ble to detect by current U.S. gas alanns. and their is chat thousands of people are suffering and dying, TIlisaccowu:accuratelyconfrrmswhallemfiedtribes- minuscule particles could penetmte c:xisunll gas mask telling the same stories and showing the same signs." people and fanners in the Near Easl and Asia have bttn filters . I Military speciaJists and government scientists in the trying to lell a .disbelieving West. These events in • Though the new generation of Soviet toxins haS U.S .. Canada, Greal Brilain. France. West Germany. far-off places may seem remote to many Americans. been grouped under the term "yellow ram. " a wid~ Norway. Thailand. Israel and New Zealand have con- but a com~n of Soviet-U.S. capabilities in chemi- variety of toxic smoke colors are being used. Eac~ ftmled the current Soviet use of chemical warfare. Yet. cal-biological weaponry reveals some frighteni ng facts causes varying effects. ranging from incapacitation l al the United Nations. the Soviets and their surrogate and figures: stuJXlr and nausea to choking, neurologic fits and masl governments in the countries where it is being used • The Defense Department estimates Ihe Soviets out- sive hemorrhage. causing qu ick death. veto any attempts for on-site investigations . At a recent number us in chemical munitions by up to a 10 to I Guerrilla fighte rs in Afghanistan have expenenced! press conierence in Bangkok. French Foreign Minister ratio: in delivery systems by 5to 1: in production by 14 fatality rates of up to 70 percem. and large CIvilian Claude Cheysson said his country was convinced that to I: and in decontamination vehicles bv 10 to I. populations have experienced ratesof~arly IOOpercem. chemical weapons were being used in Asia . Experts estimate 72 percent of U.S chemicai stocks are Chemical expertS believe that known chemIcals like Recemly in Paris. PARADE spoke with a top French of doubtful military value because of deterioration. mustard gas, phosgene and sann are bemg used. as military scientist and a govemmem chemical-warfare • Soviet chemical warfare troops number up to IOO,<XX>. well as new forms of toxins . expert. These authorities said that though they have compared to 6000 in the U.S. Soviet troops and chemi- InJune 1980. Dutchjournalist Bernd DeBruin filmed identified tox ic weapons substances in field samples cal specialists have battlefield experience in Afghani- two Soviet chemical helicopter attacks in lalalabad . from Southeast Asia and Afghanistan. r"""-'~----'-70~~-~-;;:~"-----c",,,rc,,",~-:-~-:--,].Afghanistan . The helicopters circled a they still have not developed the ade-
village like acarousel.droppingcannisters quate high technology to do a complete 
and shooting rockets that produced a le-Identification of all the toxins involved. • .- thai yellow smoke. A few hours later. They feel that we have only seen the tip 
DeBruin entered. the village and phOlo-of the iceberg of the Soviet caw arsenal 
graphed a corpse that had rumed blue-and are concerned that the French Army 
black from extensive internal hemorrhag-could be caught in a surprise attack . 
ing (all blood vessels in the body had The United States signed. an internation-
bwst) due to chemical exposure . DeBruin al treaty with the Soviets in 1972. ban-
suffered from blisters. facial swelling, ning all such weapons . However. that 
nausea . d iarrhea and cramps for 10 days lreary had no provisions for verification. 
following the auack and still has skin and the Soviets have continued to pro-
lesions . DeBruinhasphOlographedcheml-duce up to 10.000 tons a year of nerve gas 
cal shells with Soviet nomenclature. lbese and toxic weapons. Military experts esti-
shells and helicopter delivery systems mate thai the Soviets' current arms stock-
match reports made by Cambodians smce pile contains 400.000 to 700.000 tons of 
1978. poisons--15 percentto40 percent of their 

Afghan resistance units have captured tola! ammunition holdings . 
and photographed a number of Soviet In a Soviel military publication. Col. 
chemical protective suits. antidote kits Oleg Penkovskiy wrote: ··Soviet artillery 
and gas masks contaminated with T-2 units are all regularly equipped with cbemi-
mycotoxin residue (not indigenous to the cal warfare shells. and our anillery is 
region) . Soviet prisoners and defectors regularly trained in their use. Let there be 
have confinned the use of at least nine no doubt; if hostilities should erupt. the Three yellow rain viclimsfollowingattock in Cambodia on March 11. U.S. Slate different types of chemical weapons. in-Soviet Anny would use chemical weapons Department says such assaults IuJve continued almost daily this spring. eluding the deadly sarin. phosgene and against its opponents. The political deci-
$Oman. One young soldier. An:nol y Sa-sion has been made. and our stnllegic planners have sian and Southeast Asia and have used this to develop kharov. described an agent called ··smirch." which has developed a doctrine ... Chemical shells and missiles tactical integration of toxic warfare. NATO command- 100 percent monality. His description malches reports may be considered just ordinary weapons available to ers doutlt our capability to deter a chemical attack. from DeBruin. dOCfOrs in Afghanistan and Hmong refu-the military commanders to be used routinely when the WhileSovietarmorissealedagalnslchemical penetration. gees from Laos who described these effects to PARADE. situation calls for it. " U.S. armor is woefully unprotecled. Yuriy Povamitsyn. a Soviel military chemical In 1977. Soviet bloc chemical-biological capabili- • A massive Soviet surprise atlack on NATO could specialist, reported perfonning autopsies on Afghan ties (standard for all Soviet bloc annies) were doeu- render our forces defenseless. The Soviets have the villagers and taking soil samples after anacks . His mented in the East German Textbook of Military ability to spread chemica! agents over a large area by a account corresponds to stories coming OUI of Laos Cheminn: number of means . Their FROG and SCUD missiles. regarding the Vietnamese. In 1974. a Cuban emigre ··Toxins are agents which are produced by biological similar to our Pershings. all have chemical capabil- baffled U.S. analysts with descnptionsofsimilarchemi-organisms such as micro-organisms. plants and ani- ities. The U.S. Navy now feels our banleships are cal warfare systems being taught in Cuba. He de-mals and cannol themselves reproduce . By the middle vulnerable 10 Soviet cruise mi ssiles tipped with chemi- scribed a chemical land mine that validated a report by of 1960, the IOxins selected for military purposes were cal warheads. a SovIet defector in the 1960s . Similar reports recemly included among biological warfare agents. Today il is • Small chemical rockets are now used on Soviet have come out of Cambodia . After readin2 these possible to produce various toxins synthetically. helicopters. jets and biplanes icrop dusters). A single descriptions. a Chinese official in Peking told-a U.S. ·"Toxins are nOt living substances: they thus differ 200-pound toxic bomb can cover half a square kilome- chemical expert. ··We read your report wllh great fasd­from the biological organisms. so thai they can be ter With nerve gas. MIG 27 aIrcraft. the kmd emploY,ed nalion because we ran into the same mines on the IOcluded among chemical wart-Me agents. Wher: they 10 Cuba. can deploy four tanks of nerve gas. each tank Vietnam bord.er,"ln 1980. the Vietnam 's People's Anny are used in combat. the atmosphere can be contaminat- capable of covering fo ur square kilometers. Satellite chemical warfare branch received the government's ed over relatively large areas. photos and intelligence assetS have documented the I highest award. the Ho Chi Minh Medal. ··The toxic warfare agents can be aerosolized . They ~xistence .of a large military c~emica! depot ~nd train: I In CUb.a. Sov.iet instruc.tors des~ri~d t~e .~ffects. of can be used. primarily in micro--bombs which are Jaunched 109 field 10 Cuba, where Soviet adviscrs tram Cuban the chemIcal mmes as bemg "radlatlon-llke -whIch from the air o r in warheads of tactical rockets. Toxic troOps in chemical-biological warfare exercises. describes the effects of myCOIOx IOS . once usafin experi-
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CHEMI CAL WAR/continued ctsusingpoisons'!InanucJear staiemate , other hand , are cheap. And illey have in parts of Afghanistan . The new poi­
only conventional weapons can be used the killing power of nuclear weapons, sons are so bizarre and evaporate so 

menls by cancer researchers as an aJ- in regional wars . Conventional weapons withem attracting so much anention . rapidly thai they make proof extremely 
temativc: (0 chemotherapy. have become so complex and expensive "There's no big bang and Ihere 's no difticulttoobtain. But any serious study 

Sterling Seagrave, author of the book -8 new weapons system can bankrupt mushroom cloud. But all the people can ofSovietmilitarydoctr'inedemonstrates 
reI/ow Rain. says: "Why are the Sovi· a national economy. Poisons. on the be eliminated silently, as they have been that not only is CBW defensive gear a 
---------------- ------'---------- --------'----'-------, routine part of Saviel operations. so is 

"Please,just one more sandwich:' 

-,ndwich just isn't a sandwich without the tangy zip of Miracle Whip salad dressing from Kraft. 

"THE BREAD SPREAD" 

CBW aggressive gear. 
" In Afghani slan , for instance, Soviel 

helicopter gunShips equipped wilh le­
Ihal chemical agents now perform rou­
tine duties like convoy security, which 
used to involve ground troops. Thi s is 
only one of numerous examples thai 

. show the growing depeDdence on loxic 
weapons. And poison lactics and poi­
SOD slategy have laken much of me role 
previously attached 10 lactical nuclear 
weapons in Soviet doclrine ." 

Dr. Bernard Wagner, professor of 
medical pachology at Columbia Univer­
sity, who JUS! returned from a fact-finding 
visit to Soulheas( Asia, says wilh greal 
concern: 

'The threat of limiled, controlled bio­
logical warfare is, at leas! for me, on a 
scale with nuclear war. With toxins hav­
ing both acute and delayed effects, an 
aggressor can achieve his ends without 
the F blems posed by a nuclear blast. 
BeSIdes, 10xms can be delivered in an 
insidious, almost undetectable manner. 

'''The current outcry against nuclear 
weapons must also extend to chemical­
biological warfare. Our government, 
along with all other nations, must find a 
way to pressure the Soviet Union and 
its clients into halting this activity. Un­
til then, prudence dictates that we for­
mulate policies to safeguard populations 
at risk." 

Today, while the urgent realit), of 
chemical warfare is obscured in endless 
political and academic debate, thousands 
of defenseless men, women and chilo 
dren continue to suffer. On March 25, 
1983, at Ban Vinai refugee camp on the 
Mekong River in Thailand. PARADE 
spoke with Tou Xiong. a 25-year-old 
Hmong resistance fighter. Tou has risked 
his life on numerous occasions to guide 
members of desperate families across 
the Laolian mountains in frantic escape 
from Vietnamese-Soviet "extinct destruc­
tion" campaigns. With the quiet intensi­
ty of one who has walked with death, he 
said: 

"11 is difficult for people to Jive in 
Laos because of (he poison gas. Thou­
sands and thousands of Hmong people 
have died . It took my group of ]00 
people one month to walk to Thailand. 
We had to pass through many patrols of 
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao soldiers. 
By ~ time we crossed the Mekong 
River, 75 people-including many ba­
bies and children-had died by starving, 
drowning or shooting. 

"My people asked me to come 10 
Thailand EO ask the Americans if you 
have any medicine to take care of the 
poison gas today. If the Communists 
keep using this gas on the fields, the 
forests, the water and the vilJages . the 
Hmong Lao people will no longer have 
any life left." H1 
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