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. Special reports on Agent Orange have been requested from
members of the Veterans Administration's Advisory C\om.rnittee on
Health Related Effects of Herbicides,

The committee, representing a wide range of medical and

scientific disciplines, met recently to advise VA on further exploring

. the question of whether exposure to herbicides in Vietnam could be a

factor in the health of veterans today or in the future.

In a letter to all members, the committee chairman,
Dr. Paul Haber, enclosed questions related to the effects of
herbicides and designated a member to pPrepare an answer to each

question,

Typical of the questions was: , , , "Is it possible for

herbicides to have long term adverse effects on the male reproductive

system? "
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Responses were requested by August 15,

The advisory committee is the outgrowth of the special intc rest
VA Administrator Max Cleland has in the subject of Agent Orange,

A wounded combat veteran of Vietnam, Cleland told the
committee, "I want you to know that I have a personal interest in the
resolution of the questions surrounding Agent Orange. The VA is quite
concerned about the aftermath of exposure to Agent Orange, and we
have picked you all to help us and Iead us and guide us in the resclution
of the questions surrounding Agent Orange, "

Advisory committee members reported a wide array of
continuing research that promises to shed more light on a question
that has prompted some 2, 000 veterans to request VA medical
examinations and almost 500 to file claims for disability based on
exposure to Agent Orange,

® The Air Force is studying the health records of the
aircrews who had unusually heavy exposure to Agent Orange as they
loaded and dispensed it in Vietnam,

e Two civilian communities exposed to the same chemicals
through industrial accidents -- the populations of Nitro, W. Va,,
exposed in 1949, and Seveso, Italy, exposed in 1976 -- are being
studied to determine how their subsequent health patterns might differ

from unexposed groups.
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e The Center for Discase Control is monitoring United
States birth statistics to determine whether the recogni- ed rate of defects,

one per i, 000 births, remains stable or if types of defects change in

any way.

e The National Cancer Institute, in collaboration with the
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, is studying the possible role of
chemicals such as those in Agent Orange in the development of cancer,

e The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
is in the midst of a long range study of the effects of environmental
chemicals on the health of men,

. ® The Environmental Protection Agency is monitoring the
continuing us-e of Agent Or#nge chemicals in this country and following
health statistics of populations in the areas where they are used,

Although numerous scientific investigations have thus far
found no link between exposure to Agent Orange in Vietham and the
medical conditions observed in veterans, VA chief Max Cleland said,
"This agency is keeping a completely open mind on the subject,

Cleland added, '"Until all controversy surrounding Agent Orange
is resolved, I will continue to urge veterans concerned about Agent Orange
exposure to be examined at any VA medical center. Veterans who feel any
Present disabiiity is related to Agent Orange should call any VA regional

office or our toll-free lines for assistance in filing disability claims, "
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