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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

N Ews H EI.E A INFORMATION SERVICE (202) 389.2741
. WASHINGTON, D.C. 2042p

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The establishment of 3 Veterans Administration Advisory
Committee on Health Relafed Effects of Herbicides wasg announced today
. by Max Cleland, Administrator of Veterans Affairs,

The committee, which includes representatives nominated by
government, veteran ofganization, and academia sources, will
monitor VA's continuing inquiry into the possiblie lhealth effects of
Agent O;ange on veterans who served in Vietnam, Cleland said,

In addition to Dr, Pauyl A, I, Haber, Assistant Chief Medical
Director for Professional Services, and Dr, Gerrit W, H. Schepers,
VA physicians who have led VA's year-long research into Agent
Orange, thé advisory committee members are:

James R. Allen, Jr., Ph,D., of the Primate Research Center,
Department of Pathology, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine;

Irving B. Brick, M.D., Senior Medical Consultant of the

American Legion and Professor of Medicine at Georgetown University;
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J. David Erickson, D, D, S., Medical. Epidémiologisf. with the»
Center for Communicable Diséa_,s;e..s. in Atlanta, Ga.;

Jack Griffith, Ph,D,, Acting Dinector of the Hazard Evaluation
Program, Environmental Protection Agency;

Philip C. Kearney, Ph. D, » Chief, Pesticide Degradation
Laboratory, Department of Agriculture; |

Richard A, Lemen, Assistant Chief, Induétrywide Studies Bnanch,
Robert A, Taft Laboratories, Cincinnati, Ohio;

Robert H. Lenham, combat disabled Vietnam veteran who is a
Special Projects Officer with the Disabled American Veterans;

Carolyn H, Lingeman, M.D,, Carcinogenesis Testing Program,
National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health;

Walter W, Melvin, Jr,, M. D, » Sc.D., Profegsor of Environmental
Health Sciences, Colorado State University;

John A, Moore, DVM, Associate Director for Research Resources
Program, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences;

Sheldon D. Murphy, Ph.D,, Department of Pharmacology,
University of Texas Medical School in Houston, and

Col, J. W. Thiessen, Medical Corps, U.S, Army, U.S, Army

Environmental Hygiene Agency, Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland,
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Expressing his gratitude that "such a distinguished group of
Americans have agreed to assist us in resolving the vexing problems
associated with Agent Orange, "' Administrator Cleland said in addition
to advising VA on its studies and research, the advisory committee will
assist in evaluating epidemiological studies also being conducted by other
government agencies, |

These companion studies, he said, include an Air Force study
of some 1, 200 servicemen directly exposed to .A.geht Orange as they
handled herbicide containers and flew spraying missions in Vietnam;

a government-funded study by the National Academy of Sciences of
herbicide exposure resulting from an induetrial accident in Seveso, Italy,
in 1976, and a Department of Health, Education and Welfare correlated
study of herbicide exposure resulting from another industrial accident

in Nitro, West Virginia, in 1949,
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