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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A b_ro:.a'd.ening of 'ﬂj;e .jnquiry into possible effects of_Aggnt
Orange _oh v_etefé.ns who served in Vietnam Was_ an.n.ou.r.L.ced tbdajr by
Max Cleland, Administrator of Veterans Affairs. |
Sﬁpplementing Veterans Administration research in the matter
of Agel}t_ Orange, which has been underway for more than a year,
Cleland said other governmént agencies are or will be engaging in
companion studies of populations most heavily e#poéed to herbicides
similar to those spfa.yed_ in Vietnam from 1963 t§ 19;(1.
The Air Force will conduct a detailed study of some 1, 200
servicemen and veterans who en_gag_ed. in ”Ope.raﬁc‘m Ranch '-Ha.ﬁd"
.in Viefnam. The military personnel .'-engaged in this operaﬁon were
directly exposed to Agent C_)rarige as they handled thé herbicide

containers and flew the spraying missions,
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The purpose of this long-range study will be to deterrr;ine if
any. causal relationship can be ‘established Bé'tﬁeen herbicide exposure
and long-term health status, Dz;ta'. éath.;s:feci on the Ranch Hands will
be compared to a large control group nc;t exposed to herbicides, The
Air Force estimates the study will take about six years,

| In a joint study involving American and Italian scientists, the
National Academy of Sciences is probing the consequences of a 1976
industrial accident in Seveso, Italy, The accident in a herbicide
manufé;turing plant heavily exposed 134 plant workers, and also exposed
about 106, 000 citizens when a gas cloud drifted over the area,

The NAS study in Seveso is funded by the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Department of Health, Education and
Welfa.fe's Centgr for Disease Control, aﬁd the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences, A report on the study, already
underway, is expected to be made in January or February 1981,

| Another study of an industrial accident - in Nitro, West Virginia, -
is being correlated by HEW's National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, The Nitro study involves a chemical plant explosion
in 1949 tﬂat grossly exposed 288 employees to herbicides containing
dioﬁn, and .also exposed to some degree much of the local populace,

VA Adn:;inistrator Cleland also revealed that good progress is
being made in VA's search for a clinical procedure that might determine
the presence of dioxin in hﬁman body fat. A VA pilot study in this area

is expected to be completed this surnmer.
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evidence that Agent Orange €Xposure caugesg long-term health effects,
The only clearly related effect of Agent Orange established to date,
he said, ig chlora.cne, 2 skin ragh developing irn.mediately after or
within a few months of exposure,

The VA Administrator also disclogsed that VA Physicians

recently met with Dr, Ton That Tung, the Vietnam physician who has
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father who had been exposed to Agent Orange to a mother who had
no he.rbicide exposure.
Cleland said VA continues to urge Vietnam veterans concerned
about Agent Orange exposufe to request a medical examination at
. any VA medical center. Veterans who feel any present disability
is related to Agent Orange should call any VA regional office on

toll-free lines for assistance in filing disability claims, he added,
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