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STATEMENT ON AGENT ORANGE

Méx Cleland

Both as Administrator and as a V__i;fn_am veteran, Iam v-itallf
concerned about Agent Or.e'.nge.‘ | |
By far my most L-nportant concern is for my fellow Vietnam
vete raﬁs ﬁ*h‘o may have been exposed to Agent‘O_raﬁ_ge :.n Vietnam and
rwno believe their present medlcal problems are related to ‘.;i';at exposure.
. I have directed approprizte o££1c1c.ls in the VA to move a8
e_:&:_oec’.'_i‘:iously as pos sible: t_o:__c'ie_te rrhin_e_ what - if any - long term efiects
there r:z ht be from hu.ma.n exposure to Agent Orange 1 have
per.s‘bnally‘directed this continuing study have the very h*ghest pr1or1..', .
I_n addition to the mas swe study of world htera*'u* e VA is
conc;zuc'tin\'g, I have aifect-ed the VA Chlef Medlcal D1recto* to continue
and expedite his research .into possible efiects of Ag_e.r_xt ‘Or:ange and
to intensify'_our coordih#tion with other goxrern;r}ental ;gencies and
uts"id'Le"g:;oups halvin-g information on_.{:he subj'g-cz:t.
'1n 2ddition, Ihave ordered the following actions:
-~ Within 30 daj.;s,' the c:.e'a;tiqn of 2 top 1eve1' advisory
corr,.ﬁaittee on AgenfOrange;with“membe ship mclucnng Vletnarn veterans.:
.- Speeded up action on an jmportant study we have £ormulat_ed'-.
on the measurement of dioxin levels in the Bod‘y fat'ti'ssue_sfio_f:'__'\f:l;.eﬁff:.j.a’"rﬂ::.
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veterans exposed to herbicides co:;xpared to levels in peer gro‘ups who
have not been exposed.

-- Thorough exe;minatibnlpf ev‘erf Vietnam veteran who reports
his concern zbout Agent Orange to 2 VA‘hospita.ll or clinic, Results of
‘the examination wili become part of a central registry for research
and follow up.

-— Medical date generated irom the examination and treatment
of l's_b.r'n.e l.ls'mi]li-onlvete r_aﬁ-s pes yeér as inpatients to ‘_:fe sea:‘-_ched__for
possible patterns of medical proBlerns a:noﬁ.g veterans exposéd to
Age:ﬁ Orange.

--  The cooperation ofz_oth'_er ,gové_rn_menfcal ;_gencﬁ:'_.\es in follow-
ui:: studie#? of certain pbpﬁl_;tiéh groups which have been exposed 1’:0_
dioxin. Includeé among these is the entire cor::..fni;m’.ty of Nitro, W. Va,,
xirhich was heavily ey;posed through an in‘.d_ust_rial afcc;ide‘nt some 30 years
ago, and the people of Seveso, I:zly, who were expos 9;‘. more recently
‘ u.x-udelr similar circu_ms-‘car.ic._es. .-A. sp.ecial' g roup includes some 400 |
Vietnam veterans who weré hea{'ily exposed as handlers of Aggﬁt

range .an'd who are being ¢losely looked at by the VA and the
U S. &ir Force. |
.- A1l cormpensation claims on Agent Orange to be reporied

to VA Central Office before final decision.
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I am pe rsonﬁlly comrmitted to #eei.ng that t_her VA make a total
effort to fesolve the quéstioﬁs élurrentl'y surrounding.thle after .eﬂec_ts of
the usage of Agent drange in Vietham on U. 8. froops who, like

myself, served there,
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