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March 28, 1979 

STA TEME~T ON AGENT ORANGE 

Max Cleland 

Both a.s Ad.ministra.tor and as a Vietnam veteran, I am vitally 

concerned about Agent Orange. 

By far my most i.""I1portant concern is for my fellow Vietnam 

veterans '\"no may have been e>",,?osed to Agent Orange in Vietnam and 

who believe their present medical problems are related to that e>",,?osure. 

I have directed app:,opriate officials in the VA to move as 

eX"Peditiously as possible to determine what - if any - long term effects 

there might be from human exposure to Agent Orange. I have 

personally directed t.,.is continuing study have the very highest priority. 

In addition to the massive study of world literatu:-e VA is 

conducting, I have directed the VA Chief Medical Director to continue 

and eX"Pedite his research i.'"lto possible effects of Agent Orange and 

to intensify our coordination with other governmental agencies and 

outside groups having information on the subject. 

In addition, :1 have ordered the following actions: 

V.ri'thin 30 days, the creation of a top level adyisory 

cotr_-nittee on Agent O:-ange with membe!'snip including Vietnam vete:-ans. 

S'Oeeded U'O action on an i."'n'Oo:-tant studv we have iormulated 
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on the measurement 0: dioxin levels in the bod)" fat tissues 10£ Vietnam 
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veterans exposed to herbicides compared to levels in peer groups who 

have not been e>..-posed. 

Thorough ehamination of every Vietnam veteran who reports 

his· conce::-n about Agent Orange to a VA hospital or clinic. Results. of 

the ehamination will become part of a central registry for research 

and follo,,' up. 

Medical data generated from the examination and treatment 

of some 1. 5 million veterans per year ,as inpatients to be searched for 

po s sible .patte:-ns of medical problems among vete'::-ans e>..-posed to 

Agent Orange. 

The cooperation of .other governmental agencies in follow-

.. 
up s"tudies' of certain population groups which have been exposed to 

dioxin. Include':' among these is the entire com . .'nunity of Nitro, W. Va., 

which was heavilY eXDosed tnroulfh an industrial accident some 30 vea:-s 
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ago, and the people of Seveso, i;:aly, who were exposed more recently 

under sL-rnilar circu...onstances. A special group in.cludes some 400 

Vietnam veterans who were heavily exposed as handlers of Agellt 

O::-ange and who are being closely looked at by the VA and the 

u. S. ,A.ir Force. 

),.11 compensation ciaLons on Ager.t O::-ange to be repo:-ted 

to VA Central O:W,ce oefo:-e final decisior •. 
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! am personally committed to seeL'lg that the VA make a total 

effort to resolve the questions currently surrounding the after effects of 

the usage of Agent Orange in Vietnam on U. S. troops who, like 

myself. served there. 
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