
Veterans Administration 
Department of Medicine and Surgery 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

Circular 10-79-239 

October 3, 1979 

TO : Directors, VA Medical Centers, Medical Regional Office Centers, Domiciliary, Outpatient Clinics and Regional Offices with Outpatient Clinics (113) 

SUBJ: Special Registry at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology for Pathological Material from Veterans with POSSible Exposure to Herbicides During the Vietnam War 

1. Attention is directed to DH&S Circular 10-79-83, RCS 11-49 dated April 16, 1979, PQssible Exposures of Veterans to Herbicides During the Vietnam War with particular reference to paragraph 11. This paragraph states that a special tissue registry will be established for central collection of surgical, cytologic and autopsy material from veterans . included in this category. 

2. This is a revision of Circular 10-78-234 dated September 29, 1978 which announced the establishment of this special registry in the Environmental and Drug Induced Pathology Department at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP). 

3. All pathological material (surgical, cytologic or other Similar tissue) from veterans with possible exposure to herbicides during the Vietnam War will be examined and reported in the customary manner at eac.h medical facility. In addition, a duplicate set of slides, bloc~s and representative .~et tis.~ue will be' forwarded promptly to the AFIP with the case clearly ~ked as "Possible Exposure to Herbicides-Vietnam War." Information will also be placed on SF 515, Tissue Examination in)the patient's medical record noting that pathological material has been sent to the AFIP for -inclusion in the special registry. 

4. The material for shipment to the AFIP will be packaged in the normal manner and addressed to the Director, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Attention: Environmental and Drug I~duced Pathology Department, Washington, D.C. 20306. \. 
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DONALD L. CUSTIS, M.D. 
,Deputy Chief Medical Director 

Distribution: COB: (10) only plus (113) 15 
SS (lOlBl) FSB: MA, DO, OC, OCRO plus 200-12 

EX: Box 44-6, Boxes 60, 54, 52-1 ea. and 63-5 ea. 
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