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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VACO STEERING COMMITTEE 

ON HERBICIDE TOXICITY 

June 4, 1979 

VA CENTRAL OFFICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

1. The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon. The 

names of the participants are listed in the Appendix. 

2 . The first item discussed was thef'ormat and content 

of the first meeting of the VA Advisory Group on 

Herbicide Toxicity to be held on June 11 in VACO. The 

following points were raised: 

(a) The agenda for the meeting is attached. Basical-

ly, the major purposes of this first meeting are: 

1. (a) to acquaint the committee members with 

the VA's current activities and future plans with regard 

to the long-term health effects in humans of herbicides; 

and (b) to initiate the process of gaining the 

committee's expert assistance in scientific and 

technical matters relevant to these activities. 

(b) Dr. Haber, the Chairman of the Advisory 

Committee, invited all members of the Steering Committee 

to attend the meeting and to participate in its 

deliberations. He also invited the Steering Committee 

members to submit written questions to the Advisory 

Committee whenever necessary. 
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(c) Steering Committee members will be asked to 

make two formal presentations at the June 11 meeting. 

Specifically, Dr. Levinson wiil make a presentation on 

the overall functions of the Committee and Dr. Hobson 

will discuss the research aspects. Other Steering 

Committee members will be called upon to provide further 

elucidation of their special areas of expertise as 

necessary. 

(d) The methodology for answering questions and 

airing statements from the floor during the Advisory 

Committee meeting was discussed. The consensus was tha~ 

both the Committee's charter and the need to proceed in 

an orderly fashion required that all such questions and 

statements be submitted in writing to the Chairman. He, 

in turn, will answer proceedural questions, and refer 

those not relevant to the Commitee's purposes to theapp ro-

priate expert. However, questions and positions of a 

substantive nature, which are within the Committee's 

range of expertise, will be referred to it for formal 

answer at a subsequent meeting. 

3. The other items discussed at the meeting was the 

response of VACO Health Care Information Systems Service 

to our request for "sizing" the ADP aspects of the 

Herbicide Regist~ (A copy of this response is 

·f attached). The following points were raised: 

(a) The resources required to provide the ADP 

assistance include 60 man-months of ODM&T programmer 
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plus $50,000 for consultant fees. 

(b) The Committee members discussed the entire 

project and its scientific and technical merit. The 

conclusion reached is that computerizing the Registry 

was meritorious. However, there was great doubt about 

the scientific validity of any conclusions reached about 

possible exposure of individual veterans to herbicides. 

The principal reason for the skepticism regarding the 

herbicide exposure data is that the movements of 

individual servicemen in Vietnam are impossible to 

document and, therefore, the source and intensity of 

their exposures to herbicides can not be precisely 

verified. 

(c) The Committee's consensus was that the ADP 

projict for the Herbicide Registry should be carried to 

completion. However, it recommended that appropriate 

diligence be utilized in interpreting the data being 

gathered. 

4. The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARD A. LEVINSON, M.D. 
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE JUNE 4, 1979 MEETING OF THE 

VACO STEERING COMMITTEE ON HE!BI£I~TOXICITY 

Mr. Stratton Appleman Director for News and Liaison 

Information Service (063) 

John Bradley Medical Administration Service {/lf~ 

John Ca s tell 0 t, Sr., M . D . Medical Service (Ill) 

Fred Conway General Counsel (023D) 

Paul Haber, M.D. Professional Services (11) 

Lawrence Hobson, M.D. Research and Development (ISA) 

Donald Howell Management Services (63) 

Alex Kutner Professional Services (1IH) 

Paul LeGolvan, M.D. Pathology Service (113) 

Richard A. Levinson, M.D. Professional Services (1IF) 

J. C. Peckarsky Director, Compensation & Pension 

Service (21) 

Gerrit Schepers, M.D. Medical Service (Ill) 
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