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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE VACO STEERING COMMITTEE

ON HERBICIDE TOXICITY

AUGUST 6, 1979

VA CENTRAL OFFICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

2. The list of meeting participants is provided in the
Appendix.

3, The first topic discussed was the current response to
Circular 10-79-83 (Possible Exposure of Veterans to Herbicides
During the Vietnam War, RCS 11-49). The following issues were
discussed:

(a) The response for the quarter ending June 31, 1979 shows
that 1,347 veterans were entered into the program for the first
time. This represents the largest number of veterans examined
in the quarter since the program began.

(b) It was reported that three Medical Administration
Service employees have been detailed from the field to VA
Central Office in order to code the data from the completed
examination forms. They and Miss Kilduff have devised a
recording sheet and the coding process is moving along
expeditiously. |

4. Announcement was made of a Conference on the Methodology
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for Studving Possible Herbicide Toxicity for those VA physicians

who have been designated to perform the examinations under
Circular 10-79-83. The conference will be held September 27-

28, 1979 in Washington, D.C. It will present the latest thinke
ing on the generic problem of the health effects of environmental
contaminants with specific application to Agent Orange.

5. Commencing this month, Dr. Haber will present a bi«weekly
briefing on our Agent Orange-related activities to Mr. Rufus
Wilson, the Deputy Administrator. We will also submit a

written report to him on these activities each month.

6. Dr. Lee reported on the status of the Study on Dioxin Levels

in Human Fat Tissue.

(a) Thus far, fat biopéy specimens have been obtained from
22 individuals. Of these, only five were "control" subjects;
therefore, at least five additional control subjects will have
to be obtained in order to complete the study. The identity
code on the study specimens will not be broken until all of
them have been obtained and analyzed.

(b) One of the problems encountered in processing the
biopsy specimens is our lack of.military service data on the ‘
individuals included in the study, A methﬁd was worked out
for making potentially more effective.iﬁéuiries-for the

necessary data. )




7. Dr, LeGolvan reported on the AFIP Registry for tissues of

veterans exposed to Agent Orange. He reported that specimens

were obtained from 12 veterans, and that thesé specimens
represented a wide range and amount of tissues. These materials
are being  accumulated and held for future studies but are not
currently being studied according to any specific protocol.

Dr. LeGolvan was asked to investigate whether the AFIP would

be willing to develop a specific protocol for studying the
specimens that are received.

8. Dr. Castellot reported on the current status of the Advisory

Committee on Health-Related Effects of Herbicides.

(a) Progress on finalizing the minutes of the last meeting
was reported.

(b} Changes in the composition of the committee which were
mentioned included the resignation of Dr. Walter Melvin of
Colorado State University and the disinclination of Dr. Holder
of Dow Chemical to accept a committee membership.

(c) Finally, the date of the next committee meeting was
set for September 24, 1979. It is expected that at least a
portion of that meeting will be closed.

(d) The Steering Committee was requested to provlde a list
of additional pertinent guestions for.tﬁé Advisbry Committee's

responses at the next meeting.
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9. Mr. Conway reported on the status of the two major legal

cases_currently related to Agent Orange. The first is a class-

)

action suit against the manufacturers of herbicides into which
the VA and other Federal agencies have been included. The
second, White vs Cleland, is based on the contention that VA's
regulations covering adjudication of compensation claims from
veterans for herbicide toxicity, were developed without appro-
priate public participation. Future progress of these suits
will be reported to the Committee.

10. Mr. Wisniewski reported no significént increase in the

number of veterans filing compensation claims for Agent Orange

toxicity over the last quarter.

11. Dr. Hobson reported on current VA research initiatives

relevant to‘Agént Orange. He indicated that the most intrigu-
ing new effort is the proposal of a group from VA Medical
Center, Allen Park to study circulating and fixed-tissue
antibodies in individuals exposed to Agent Orange. Dr. Hobson
urged this group to seek input into the proposed Air Force
study of the "Operation Ranch Hand" group.
12. The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

(Ratiod Q- Fovrnion,

RICHARD A, LEVINSON, M, D,

Att.
Appendix
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APPENDIX

ROSTER OF PARTICIPANTS

VACO STEERING COMMITTEE ON HERBICIDE TOXICITY

AUGUST 6, 1979

NAME SERVICE

John Castellot, Jr., M.D. Medical Service (111)

Fred Conway

Paul Haber, M.D.
Lawrence Hobson, M.D.
Alexander Kutner
Marjorie Lamoreux
Lyndon Lee, M.D.

Paul L.eGolvan, M,D.
Richard Levinson, M.D.

William Page, Ph.D.

Gerrit Schepers, M.D.

John Wisniewski

General Counsel (023D)
Professional Services (11)
Research & Development (15A)
Professional Services (11H)
Management Service (60}
VAMC Washington, D.C. (112)
Pathology Service (113)
Professional Services (11B)

Biometrics Division (042A2)
Reports & Statistics Service

Medical Service (111}

Dept. of Veterans Benefits
(21)




