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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TRE VACO STEERING COMMITTEE

ON RERBICIDE TOXICITY

September 12: 1979
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM, I
2. The list of participants in the meeting is listed in the
Appendix.
3. The first topic discussed was the meeting of the Advisory
Committee on Herbicide Toxicity. The following points were
raised: (a) the meeting is to be held on Monday, September
24, 1979 in VACO from 10:00 PM to 3:00 PM.; (b) the agenda
for the meeting was presented. Its principle emphasis will
be to allow a discussion of the preliminary responses to 13
questions presented to the committee at its last meeting;
{(¢) additional questions can be presented to the Advisory
Committee at this meeting. Accordingly, the members of the
Steering Committee were requested to submit questions of an
appropriate nature by September 14; (d) it is expected that
the Advisory Committee's final response to these questions
are expected to constitute their suggestions as to how the
VA should approach the resolution of the multiple issues
relevant to the potential health effects of Agent Orange on
Vietnam veterans exposed to it.

4, The Agent Orange educational conference was discuSSgd

next. The following points were mentioned: {(a) the confer-
ence will be held in Crystal City, Virginia on September 27-

28, 1979; (b) the "environmental health physicians" from
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each of the VA medical centers is the participant group to
which the conference is primarily structured. However,
representatives from the veteran's organizations and from the
congressional veterans' affairs committees may alsc be
present; (c) the goal of the conference is to present the
latest scientific data on the effects of Agent Orange con~
stituents on human health and to review the methodological
approaches for increasing knowledge in this area. Applica-
tions of existing knowledge to the VA's Programs on Agent
Orange will be stressed; (d) all members of the Steering
Committee will be asked to make brief presentations during
the conference on their role in the VA's Agent Orange related
activities.

5. The progress towards construction of the Agent Orange

Registry was reviewed. The coding sheet for the data examina-
tion of Vietnam veterans from the field was distributed to

the subcommittee members. It was pointed out that in the
future, the VA medical centers will be asked to code the

data which they accummulate thereby expediting its entry into
the computerized Agent Orange Registry.

6. A letter from Dr. Lyndon Lee summarizing the status of

the pilot study on dioxin levels in human fat tissue was read
to the subcommittee. The letter indicated that 27 fat biopsy
samples had been submitted for analysis to Dr. Michael Gross,

and that he was making good progress towards completing
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them. It also stated that negotiations are in progreegs with
the EPA to determine dioxin levels in aliquots of these
biopsy specimens by a different analytic method than that
employed by Dr. Gross. Performing this additional set of
analyses is essential for assuring the accuracy of the
results obtained. No firm date for completion of the pilot
study can be indicated at this time.

7. A summary of the VA's efforts to keep informed of the
activities of other federal agencies working on Agent Orange
toxicity was presented. The results of our discussions with
the Air Force Surgeon General's Office concerning the Ranch
Hand Study was reviewed. It was pointed out that at the
present time the study is undergoing extensive review by
scientific committees both within and outside the Department
of Defense. The study design will not be finalized until
that review process is completed.

8. Mr. Peckarsky indicated that DVB had received 625 claims
for compensation related to Agent Orange exposure thus far.
O0f these, only one claimant, who had chloracne, was given
compensation primarily based on such exposure. 18 other
claimants received compensation for medical conditions which
were not etiologically linked to Agent Orange.

9. The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

(Rikod Q- Fvmmian 0

RICHARD A, LEVINSON, M.D.
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APPENDIX

List of Participants

Agent Orange Steering Committee

September 12,

1979

Name

Stratton Appleman

John Castellot, M.D,

Fred Conway

Donald R, Howell

J. Margaret Kilduff

Alex Kutner

Richard A. Levinson, M.D.

J.C. Peckarsky

Gerrit Schepers, M.D.
John Walsh,M.D.

Mar jorie Williams, M.S.

Information Service {(06)
Medical Service (1l1il)
General Counsel (023)
Medical Administration (136D)
Management Services (63)
Professional Services (1l1lH)
Professional Services (11B}
Director, Compensation and
Pension Service (21)
Medical Service (111)
Operations (10Bla)

Pathology Service (113)




