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EPA ACTION REGARDING REGISTRATION-CANCELLATION HEARINGS 
ON 2,4, s-'r AND S\.:!I ... L!.:.:ITEX= _______________ _ 

WHEREAS, the membership of the Weed Science Society of 
America represents a technological base offering 
knowledge essential to the proper registration 
and regulation of herbicide use, and 

WHEREAS, the Weed Science Society of America is dedicated 
to the development of weed control methods, 
including herbicides, which offer opportunities 
for improvement in agricultural efficiency and 
with a recognized margin of safety to the world 
ecosystems, and 

WHEREAS, on December 13, 1979, EPA announced results of 
their RPAR hearings initiated on July 9, to the 
effect: that the EPA has determined that the 
potential adverse effects associated with its 
use does not appear to be justified by off­
setting economic, social and environmental 
benefj. ts, and 

WHEREAS, this action was taken even though the EPA-FIFRA 
Scient:ific Advisory Panel composed of individuals 
reflecting the highest level of scientific 
expert:ise, ethics and objectivity stated that 
they found no evidence of an immediate or 
substantial hazard to human health or the 
environment associated with the use of 2,4,S-T 
or ail.vex on rice, rangelands, orchards, sugar­
cane, and non-crop uses specified, and 
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WHEREAS. the Dispute Resolutions Conference held by the 
American Farm Bureau Federation also found little 
evidence to support the widely stated concerns 
about the use of 2.4.5-T and unanimously decided 
that the conclusions reached in the Alsea II 
study were unfounded. and 

WHEREAS. published results of a study nearly 30 years 
after high level exposure of over 100 people 
to high levels of TCDD in a trichlorophenol 
process accident in Nitro. West Virginia 
indicated that there was no increase in 
mortality. malignant neoplasms. or diseases 
of the circulatory system. and 

WHEREAS. published results of several studies following 
massive exposure of numerous pregnant women to 
h.igh levels of dioxin following an industrial 
a.ccident in Seveso. Italy said that there was 
n.o statistically significant increase in spontaneous 
a.bortions. deformed children. or chromosome anomalies 
r'esul ting from this exposure. and 

WHEREAS. the Alsea II data and report have been critically 
a.nalyzed by highly respected statisticians. MD' s. 
and select professional groups representing 
governments in the international community 
(Canada. Great Britain. Australia. New Zealand 
and others) and found no proper justification 
£'or the claims and concluded that such claims 
would not stand up under careful scientific and 
statistical scrutiny. and 

WHEREAS. A, CAST report published in 1979 concluded that 
t:here was no good evidence that 2.4. 5-T. as 
~'resently manufactured. if used according to 
directions on the label. is significantly 
hazardous to man. his animals. or wildlife. and 
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~REAS, 
, 
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hearings are presently scheduled for March 11, 
1980, on both the suspended and still authorized 
uses of silvex and 2,4,5-T. 

~W~O~W~,~THE~~REFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Weed Science Society 
of America urges a more thorough consideration 
be given to the findings and conclusions of the 
Scientific Advisory Panel, others mentioned 
above, and that the recently suspended uses of 
2,4,5-T and silvex for use in pasture, forests, 
and rights-of-way be reinstated, and 

"'r:!!:O....:I.:T~RE:..S:::I~~, that in the future, the EPA and other 
appropriate Federal agencies give greater con­
sideration t'o findings, information, and opinions 
of qualified scientific panels in pesticide 
impact assessment activities, and 

~~~~I~T~RE~S~I~~, that this resolution also be brought to 
the attention of key congressional committee 
chairmen and other members of Congress who have 
agricultural concerns and that this resolution 
also be made available to interested persons 
in the news media. 

COPIES SENT TO: 

Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Chairman, Senate Agriculture and Forestry Committee 
Chairman, Senate Appropriations Committee 
Chairman, House Agriculture Committee 
Chairman, House Appropriations Committee 
Administrator, APHIS 
Administrator. Agricultural Marketing Service 
Director. SEA 
Deputy Director. SEA-CR 
Deputy Director. SEA-AR 
Deputy Director. SEA-E 
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Director of each State Department of Agriculture 
Pl:esident. American Seed Trade Association 
Plant Industry Committee, Association of American 

Pesticide Control Officials. Inc. 
Embassies of Countries mentioned 
Sl:uart Eizenstat. President's Office 
Administrator. Veteran's Administration 
Director. Office Management and Budget 
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