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To the editor:

Monsanto continues to believe that the court, not the press,
is the proper forum to try the Agent Orange issue. Literally
thousands of documents are still under court seal, and we -
believe that conclusions based on only partial evidence in
this complex and emotional case are unwarranted. However, the
release of some documents July 5 by the court (Cw, July 13,
PP. 3 & 24) has led .to more speculation. Some further comment
is therefore in order.

In 1965, chloracne was viewed as an industrial hygiene problem,
controllable by tightening the chemical process involved and
minimizing workplace exposure. Dow Chemical that year shared

an analytical method to detect the presence of the "acne exciter"
and the results of skin patch tests on rabbit ears which showed
that the "exciter" caused chloracne; Dow did not reveal any new
process technology to limit dioxin.

The dioxin content in Monsanto's 2,4,5-T was steadily reduced
on a year-to-year basis after 1965, when measurement capability
became available. Monsanto's process was under continuing
review, and the company took appropriate precautions to protect
employees who worked around the process.

While chloracne was certainly at issue in 1965, no human death
has ever been attributed to dioxin, nor is there any medical
evidence to show that it is a human carcinogen. There is
substantial and growing evidence that there is no link between
Agent Orange and the chronic health problems claimed by some
veterans.




Evidence from Monsanto's experience alone is compelling.
Present and former Monsanto employees who worked in the 2,4,5-T
production unit at the company's Nitro, W. Va., plant between
1948 and 1969 -- including one group which experienced high
peak exposure in an accident over 30 years ago -- have become
_perhaps the most medically studied industrial population in the
- 'wsorld. At least three health studies have been conducted on
‘employees there, and they concluded that chloracne is the only
r%gngfterm health effect that can be associated with exposure to
oxin.
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