4
g IR
1 -

-

En 11652, Sec. 30 ang 50} or E)
xﬂmm\ag‘ﬂf\ﬁs, ‘Date ) ’\i

INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of Siate L )

39-32 i
. ontrol : 15 73
Action Rec'd: OéZ%be:1‘ 8, 1961
FE ' 9:22 a.m,
FROM: SAIGON

Info _

S8 T0: Secretary of State

G

SP NO: A8, ocToBER 7, 9 PM

L g

SO :

EUR  ACTION DEPARTMENT 448, INFORMAT ION CINCPAC FOR POLAD 156,

E

ICAD TASK FORCE VN

P ..

USIA  MAAG HAS REQUESTED 120-DAY TDY ASSIGNMENT VIET.NAM OF S|X

NSC C-119 OR.C-123 AIRCRAFT AND FOUR H-34 HELICOPTERS IN CONNECT|ON

INR  berol 1 anT SPRAYING PROGRAM (MAGRD-1636 SENT 0SD). WE SEE No

g;ﬁ -SERTOUS 1CC PROBLEMS WITH REGARD THIS PRGJECT PROVIDED A[RCRAFT

osp  CARRY CIVILIAN AND NOT KPT NOT Us MILITARY MARKINGS AND PILOTS

ARMY AND CREW WEAR ClvviIgs, HELFCOPTERS, WHICH UNDER PROTOCOL 23

NAVY WAR MATERIAL PER SE IF THEY CaPABLE CARRY NG MORE THAN SEVEN

AIR  PASSENGERS, WILL HAVE TO BE NOTIF|ED TO ICC. WE CAN HOWEVER

RMR  MAKE CLEAR IN NOTiFICATION THAT (1) THESE NOT MILITARY AIRCRAFT,
(2) THEY BLCING USED TO CLEAR AREA IN CCNNECTION GVN RGAD
PROGRAM AND TO ASSIST GVN CIVIL] AN SECURITY AGENCIES IN
CLEARING JUNGLE AREAS USED AS BASES BY INSURGENTS, (3) AIR-
CRAFT WILL BE IN VIET.NAM ONLY TEMPORARILY AND WE NOTIFY|NG
ICC SOLELY BECAUSE oF REQUIREMENT IN PROTOCOL 23, REQUIREMENT
FOR NOTIFICATION NECESSITATES Wk RECEIVE SEVENTY-TWO HOUR
ADVANCE NOTICE OF ARRIVAL OF HELICOPTERS INCLUDING SER|AL
NUMBERS. NO NEED To NCTIFY ICC OF C-1195 OR C-123S IF THESE
AIRCRAFT CARRY CIVILIAN MARKINGS. ‘ . .
THERE SHOULD BE NO ADVANCE PUBLIC|TY ON THIS PROJECT. HOWEVER
PROPOSE THAT PUBLICITY- BE UNDERTAKEN CONCURRENTLY WITH BEGINNING
OF OPERATIONS. THIS |MPORTANT SINCE DEFOLIANT SPRAYING MAY WELL
RESULT SOME CROP DAMAGE [N AREAS ADJACENT TO VC AREAS WHICH
COULD CAUSE ADVERSE REACTION AGAINST GVN AND COULD BE USED
BY VC PROPAGANDA IN ATTEMPT DEVELOP GERM WARFARE PLAY .
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WUBLICITY WOULD BE KEYED TO (2) ABOVE AND WOULD POINT OUT
IPRAYING DOES NOT STERILIZE SOIL OR INJURE HUMANS OR ANIMALS.
TUBLICITY OF COURSE DEPENDENT ON GVN CONCURRENCE AND I WILL

QAISE THIS QUESTION WITH THUAN AND DIEM AND EMPHASIZE POSSIBLE
SYWAR DANGERS IF NO PUBLICITY LAID ON,

ﬂHIS QUESTION DISCUSSED WITH CANADIAN [CC DELEGATION ON
HYPOTHETICAL CASE BASIS AND CANADIANS WOULD BE PREPARED SUPPORT
|N ICC TACTIC PROPOSED ABOVE.
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