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Control: Li') 73 
Rec'd: OctC1bl-T 8, 1961 

9:22 <l,m. FROM: SA I GON 

TO: Seoretary of state 

NO: 448, OCTOBER 7, 9 PM 

ACTION DEPARTMENT 4)~8, INFOr~MATION CI'NCPAC FOR F'OLAD 156. 
.' T ASK FORCE VN 

MAAG HAS REQUESTED 120.DAY TOY ASSIGNMENT VIET-NAM OF SIX C-119 ORC-123 A/RCf<AFT AND FOUf~ H-34 HELlCQPTERS IN CONNECTION DEFOLI ANT SPRAY I NG PROGI~AM (MIIGRD-1636 SENT OSD). WE SEE NO SERIOUS ICC PROBLEMS WITH REGARD THIS PROJECT PROVIDED AIRCRAFT CARRY C I V I L I AN AND NOT /,PT NOT US MIL I T M~Y Mt\RK I NGS AND P I LOTS AND CREW WEAF~ C I VV! ES. 'lELI COPTERS> WH I CH UNDER PROTOCOL 23 WAR MATEF~ I AL PER SE I F THEY CAPN,U CAR"Y II,C MOi-;:E THAN SEVEN PASSENGERS, WilL HAVE TO BE NOTIFIED TO ICC. wE CAN HO'r/EVER MAKE CLEAR IN NOT1FICArlON THAT (1) TiiE5E NOT MILITARY AIRCRAFT, (2) THEY BEING USED TO CLEAR AREA IN CONNECTION GVN ROAD PROGRAM AND TO ASSIST GVN CIViliAN SECURITY AGENCIES IN CLEARING JUNGLE AREAS USED AS BASES BY INSURGENTS, (3) AIR­CRAFT WI Ll BE IN V'I ET .• NAM ONLY TEMPORAR It Y AND WE NOT I FY I NG ICC SOLELY BECAUSE OF REQUIREMENT IN PROTOCOL 23. REQUIREMENT FOR NOTIFICATION NECESSITATES WE RECEIVE SEVENTY-TWO HOUR . ADVANCE NOTICE OF ARRIVAL OF HELICOPTERS INCLUDING SERIAL NUMBERS. NO NEED TO NOTIFY ICC OF C-119S OR C-123S IF THESE AIRCRAFT CARRY CIVILIAN MARKINGS. 
, -. 

THERE SHOULD Bf: NO ADVANCE PUBLICITY ON THIS PROJECT. HOWEVER PROPOSE THAT PlJBLI C ITY BE UNDERTAKEN CONCURRENTLY WITH BEG I NN I NG OF OPERATIONS. THIS IMPORTANT SINCE DEFOLIANT SPRAYING MAY WELL RESUL T SOME CROP DAMAGE I N AREAS ADJACENT TO VC AREAS WH I CH COULD CAUSE ADVERSE REACTION AGAINST GVN AND COU~D BE USED BY VC PROPAGANDA IN ATTEMPT DEVELOP GERM WARF~E PLAY. 
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.;.2- 448, OCTOBER 7, 9 PM FROM SAIGON 

~UBLICITY WOULD BE KEYED TO (2) ABOVE AND WOULD POINT OUT' 
~PRAYING DOES NOT STERILIZE SOIL OR INJURE HUMANS OR ANIMALS. 
~UBLICITY OF COURSE DEPENDENT ON GVN CONCURRENCE AND I WILL 
~AISE THIS QUESTION WITH THUAN AND DIEM AND EMPHASIZE POSSIBLE 
~SYWAR DANGERS IF NO PUBLICITY LAID ON. 

TiHIS QUESTION DISCUSSED WITH CANADIAN ICC DELEGATION ON 
HYPOTHETICAL CASE BASIS AND CANADIANS WOULD BE PREPARED SUPPORT 
liN ICC TACT! C PROPOSED ABOVE. , 
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